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Go ve, there fore, and t ch all nations, baptizing them &. 
Miatth. xxviit 19, 20, 


Let the word of Cri dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom ; teaching 
and adm onithing one anbther in Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Dongs 5 g 
linging with grace in yur hearts to the Lord.“ Cob. i. 10. 


ſhortly put off my 3 I will endeavour 
after my deceaſe, to have theſe things always in 
2 ict. 1. * 9 5 


that you may be M 
rememhiance. 
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apo you judge righily of the goodneſs of an opinion ? 
Then value it by the tendency that is in it, to advance the 
life of God, 2 Pet. i. 4. By this fame tendency, judge alſo of 
all your enjoyments, riches, honours, liberites, friends, health, chil- 
dren, Qc. and value them, if it be poſſible, only under this conſi- 
deration. Let no man glory in men, for all things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to come; all 
are yours; and ye are Chrift's, and Chriſt is God's, 
1 Cor. iii. 21, &c. This is to live ipon the ſame defign with 
God himſelf. To be followers, Eph. 5 I. or imitators rather, 
of him, as dear children. 
There is a common obligation upon every perſon, to be active 
in his ſphere, for the intereſt of the name an honour of God, and 
zo render his life as uſeful as he may, mort particularly under a 
ſenſe of their own deficiency in ſeveral ach pliſhments, whereby 
others are better fitted to ſerve their generat 
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? CRIPTURA ſacra non data eſt hominibus, præſertim 
Chriſtianis, ut ſe invicem perpetuis diſputationibus 
ex ea refellerent, ac damnarent: paci deſtinatum opus hoc 
eſt, et mutuam caritatem atque tolerantiam ubique ſpirat, 
atque inculcat. Variationes illæ in tenuiſſimis plerumque 
apicibus conſiſtunt, ut vel legatur OZ, vel z, vel KE, vel 
XZ, ut articulus item vel opponatur, vel omittatur. Quis 
enim ſanæ mentis credat ſapientiſſimam atque benigniſſi- 
mam Dei providentiam ab iſtis apicibus, qui aciem oculo- 
rum fugiunt, res tanti momenti, æternam nimirum ſalu- 

tem, vel perniciem hominum ſuſpendere voluiſſe? 


Weſternii, Nov. Teſt. Tom. 11. 864. 


.- -- 


IN ENGLISH. 


HE holy Scripture was not given to men, eſpecially 

Chriſtians, that out of it they might confute and 
condemn one another in endleſs diſputations. The deſign 
of it is, to promote peace ; and from beginning to end 
breathes and inculcates mutual love, and forbearance. 
Theſe variations generally conſiſt in very ſmall marks, 
{dots or points) ſo that we may either read OZ or OE, 
KZ, or X; and that the Greek article may either be pre- 
fixed, or omitted. Now, what perſon in his ſenſes can 
ſuppoſe, that the all-wiſe and benevolent previdence of God 
intended, that an affair of ſach vaſt importance as the 
eternal ſalvation or deſtruction of mankind ſhould depend 
npon theſe marks or points, which are apt to eſcape the 
obſervation of the quickeſt 1288 


PREFACE, 
THE thoughts which follow, and have been 
committed to writing, in the near view 
of an eternal world, may be underſtood as that 
doctrine in ſum which the Author has taught 
both publicly and from houſe to houſe, for neareſt to 
hy years; whillt he endeavoured, through 
holy meditation and prayer, to ripen in judgement - | 
with the increaſe of life. 
They may ſerve to evince, how far, in a ſpace 
ſo much lengthened out beyond common, the 
divine counſel hath been faithfully declared, with 
all humility of mind, and tears at heart too over 
manifold infirmities. At a time when religion, 
as one ſays, doth A nd upon tip-toes threaten- 
ing an awful remove; one ſolemnly and 
affectionately bound to ſo great an intereſt 
ſhould do what is poſſible for him to ſtreng- 
then that which. remains, in a part. of the 
world, where both its name and ſpirithave before 
ſhone with peculiar eminence. * Remember 
them (a), who have ſpoken unto you for ages 
a Heb. xiii. 7. 
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* paſt, the word of God: whoſe faith follow, 


_ © conſidering the end of their converſation. 
© Great is the myſtery of Godlineſs. God was 


© manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit.” 

(b) 80 far as Hence or manner of exiſting is con- 
_ cerned, an attempt to explain would have been 
preſumptuous, * ſince ſecret things belong to 
God (c); but thoſe things which are re- 
vealed belong to us, and to our children for- 
ever.“ With regard to the Father, it is moſt 
juſtly and devoutly ſaid, Canſt thou by ſearch- 
© ing find him out (d)? Canſt thou find 
© out the Almighty unto perfection? It is as 
* high as heaven, what canft thou do ? Deeper 
© than hell, what canſt thou know? The mea- 
* ſure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
© broader than the ſea.” With regard to the 
Son, * no man knoweth him but the Father (e);* 
and with regard to the Holy Gh, or ſpirit (, 9. 
For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
© ſave the ſpirit of man which is in him? Even 
* ſo, the things of God knoweth no man, ſave 
© the ſpirit of God.“ Leaving my/ery, there- 
fore, to ſuch as have boldneſs for this ſort of un- 
dertaking ; I would humbly ſpeak, and to the 
beſt of my power, upon the perſonalities of each. 


b 1 Tim. iii. 16. c Deut. xxix. 29. d Job. xi. 7.8, 9, 
e Matth. xi. 27. f 1 Cor. 1 il. 11. 3 


Pa EFACE. 3 
And, if ever the nature and uſes of theſe, accord- 
ing to /cripture, ſhould be made light of by any; 
they do, in ſo far make light of their chief bap- 


51 tiſimal articles; even that mercy (g), which was 


provided in the love of God, to fave us, by the 
- correſpondent * waſhing* of regeneration and 
© renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Or, which is 
the ſame thing (+), © the anſwer of a good 
* conſcience towards God.“ 4,64 

Yet, with hope of far better things, and in 
dread proſpe& of that hour, which muſt be 
very nigh to ſome, and cannot be at any great 
diſtance from the youngeſt, when we ſhall /ze 
one another's faces no more; I would: bequeathe 
this my probable laſt printed Publication, by 
way of keep-ſake, to moſt of you an unexpen- 
five one. And, though it may happen to 
pleaſe him, © whoſe I am, and whom I am 
* bound” for a few days more to ſerve, even 
under labour and ſorrow (3) ;* this, it may 
be lawfully apprehended, muſt be taken by 
way of a ſupply for the wiſely enjoined and uſe- 
ful work of annual Miniſterial Vifiting : which 
God, of his infinite goodneſs, lang continue to 
be an honour to our Country. 

What an aged Pa/tor doth crave from his 
beloved people is, that only a ſection or two, at 


g Tit. in. 5. h 1 Pet. ii. 21. i Plal, xci. 10. 


and powerful, (b) piercing even to the di- 


of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
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moſt, be read by thoſe who have leaſt leiſure; 
and being much in a ſcripture way of evidence, that 
it be thought of, in ſo far, as diftated by a di- 
vine ſpirit. Thus mixed with faith in them that 
read, who knows but it may © become quick 


* viding aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit ; a diſcerner 


Finally, dear brethren, pray for a willing ſer- 
vant, who has not ceaſed to pray for your af- 
fettionate parents, and their offspring. Nay, for 
numbers ſmce who, poſſibly, if not for certain, 
know us leſs. As one who had not another 
moment to think upon earth, either for him» 
ſelf, or for what is next dear to him, I com- 
© mend you to God, (c) and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
* to give you an inheritance among all them 


"6 which are ſanctified.“ Amen. oy 


WILLIAM DALRYMPLE. 


AIR, 
July 16, 1 796. 

P. S, From che urn near connection of ſeripture ſub- 
eln, ſome texts are repeated oftener than once; which 
thoſe who are vpright in /aizh will not regret, as it affords 


a ſtrong argument in ſupport of the whole goſpel truth. 


Indeed it ſhould ſeem rather delightful to the pious. * O 
bow I love (d thy law? lt is my meditation all the day. 


b Heb. iv. 11. c Acts xx. 32. d Pal, cxix. 97. 
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IIS BEING AND PERFECTIONS. 
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SECTION I. 
HIS BEING. 


AIT EH has reſpe& to what doth already exiſt, and 

yet is not ſeen (a). Thus, ſays St. Paul (5), For in 

him, that is God, we live, and move, and have our 

being: for we alſo are his offspring. Now without 

« ſuch faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; for he that 

© eometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is 
* a rewarder of them that diligently ſeck him.“ 


& Heb. xi-e © b As xvii it 
TE oy B 
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But 4 ſo believe ? Abſtracting from other ar- 
guments, which the bulk of mankind cannot eaſily follow, 
the ſcriptures do often refer ns to God”: vi/ible works ; and 
thus bring the matter to a level with the meaneſt capaci- 
ties. It may and ſhould be aſked, whence are we? And 
whence were all aronnd us? How were they begun? 
They could not be the cauſes of their own exiftence ! 
Tracing each of them ever ſo far back, their original mult - 


be one [nfinite and eternal Being, — himſelf made of none. 


For every Houſe is builded by ſome man (c), but he 
© that hath built all things is God.” | 

Any thing above chi/4ho9/ may follow out ſuch clear 
and (ure argument. I am that i am (4), neceſſary, inde- 
pendent is, therefore, the glorious unriva ed name, ſtyled, 
along with other vine perfedtions, the inviſible things of 
God ; He left not himſelf without witneſs (e in that 


he did good, and gave us rain from Heaven, and fruit- 


© ful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs ( 7). 
The Heavens, in particular, * declare his glory, and the 
Firmament ſheweth forth his handy-work g) The 
voice of nature, in theſe verſes, and what follows, may 
be underſtood as ſo many loud and diſtint tongue, ſay- 
ing, God, Go, all over. The more enlarged that 


| people's acquaintance is with his ſurrounding works, the 


more fully they will be underſtood to expreſs themſelves. 
The young ought to be familiar with thoſe texts mention- 
ed, and likewiſe with Pſalms viii. lxv. and civ. 

After which, the Fool in his heart only will ſay, * No 
© God (%). Let us come unto him, for regu/ar /olemn wor- 


c Heb iii. 4 d Ex. ii 15 e Rom i rg, f Acts xiv. 17. 
g Plal xix I. h Fial x:r. 1. ; 
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perties of matter do not belong to this. Behold my 


x hands and my feet (n that it is I myſelf: handle me 


o*# Go v. | 3 

5 Happy all ho begin in time. * They who ſeek 

f me early thall find me . How dull and wretched muſt 
| they be, who are inſenſible to the hegulie, which encom- 
ye them! They that are far from thee [hall periſh, 
but it is goqd for me to draw near to God: ( Join 
F every tongue ad heart, that we may declare all bis rk. 


A << <4 (<p: bo pop pode: vs 


Eero n 
„ SPIRIT. 


0 believe this, is the proper ground - work of all 
pure religious worthip (/). By looking into our 
| own frame, which is ſpiritual! in part, and juſt as well 
known from thought as bodies Themſelves are by touch 
or ſight, we conceive that /þirit which is divine. The pro- 
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and ſee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as ye ſee 


J % me have.“ How much ſuperior this laſt is needs no 
FF proof. Ve have neither heard his voice,” that of God, 
bs, © nor ſeen his ſhape ().“ Though capable of emble- 
Th matical outward declarations, he is invi/ible, * dwelling in 
1 * the light which no man can approach unto, whom no 


man hath ſeen, nor can ſee (o. 

To whom, then, will ye liken God? Or what like- 
Q neſs will ye compare unto him? For as much as we 
are the offspring of God, we ought not to think, ( 
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i Prov viii. 17. k Pal. Ixxiii. 27, 28 Jo. iv, 24. 
m Lu xxiv. 39. n Jo. v. 37. © I Tim. vi, 15, 16. 
ꝓ Acts xVii 19. 
B 2 
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þ that the Selbead is like unto gold, or ſilver, or ſtone 

* graven by art, and man's device, the Divine Spirit is 
« immenſe, and the ſource of every other. © The Father 
of lights, without any variablenels, c or ſhadow of turn- 
ing (29. : 

Hence rites, or bodily ordinances by themſelves, he can 
take no pleaſure in. If I were hungry 1 would not 

| © tell thee, for the world is mine, and the fulneſs there- 
© of {r ).” The beſt outward ſervice: under the lanu were 
mere * ſhadows of good elements C) or rude princi- 
ples Ct.) A preparation for nobler exerciſes to the human 
mind, when more advanced. The /irit Vibe Goſpe! is free 
and ennobling, like that of an Heir, or Son come to years. 
Ur erftan ing and good affetions are now all! in all. 

Even real felt beat without knowledge is deception ; the 
produce of fine ſonnds, or ſights, without i cas, tranſient 
and uſeleſs. - O ſend ont thy light and thy truth, let 
them lead me Cu). Emotions from thence are lively 
beneficial. What is it then? I will pray with the ſpirit, 
and I will pray with the underſtanding alſo; I will ſing 
.© with the ſpirit, I will ſing with the underſtanding 
* alſo'x) Thus likewiſe ought we to rea? hear, and 
communicate ; the mind ever determining the heart. 

Figures of /e2ins, going. and walking, when applied to 
God in ſcripture, are expreſſions of government, , viſdom, adts, 
accommodating themſelves topreſent human weatne/r, For 
the ſame reaſons outward figns were made uſe of under 
the Old Teſſament.— ] jaw al e in viſion) the Lord fitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
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animates, and ſupports the whole. 
' ſearched me and knownme 4. Thou knoweſt my down 


OF 60D 


. the Temple (v).“ How impiouſly abſurd, therefore, to 


repreſent him who is an Iafirite Inviſible Spirit, by 
images! Flattering modes of ſpeech, in worſhip, are like- 
wiſe wrong, and apt to be abuſed. * Thou thoaghteſt tha t 


5 I was altogether ſuch an one as thyſelf ; but I will re- 


prove thee (). Ot courſe, weak childiſh /ub/titutions 
are abominable ; like expence of money, pains, faſtings, 
and ſo on, in place. of pure mental Wor and good. 


© works (x).“ 
SECTION III 
COD INFEILINLETE 


EHOLD, the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
| thee. ())!“ How ſolemn and how affectionate! 
How uſeful, and joyous!. Clear yet incomprehenſible! 


As Ged exiſts by a neceſſity of his own al! perſect nature, 


he can neither be limited in regard to time or place! 
Every where and in every period he is the ſame: 
of him, and through him, and to him are all things (z).“ 
In him we live; move, and Have our being (4). But 
wherever action is, there muſt be preſence. 


Where waſt thou (5), when I laid the foundations of 


© the earth? declare, if thou haſt: underſtanding. My 
Father worketh hitherto and'I work c: ;* he pervades, . 
* O Lord, thou haft 


y I Kings viii 27, 
e Jo. v. 1. 


x Hol. vi. 6. 
b Job xxxvili 4. 


B 3 | . 


vI vi. a Wal, I 21. 
2 R M. xi. 6. a Acts xvii 28. 


d Pſal. 3 I, &c, 


« For. 


— 


* * 
- 8 
— — > 


- ory | 
= —_ > OR oe cen A. 


6 , o GoD. 


| *: fitting, and upriſing ; thou underſtandelt my coop 
* afar off:? with a great deal more of like devout 
elegance. But what follows is amazing ! * Whither ſhall 
* I go from thy ſpirit? Or, whither ſhall I flee from thy 

< preſence? If I afcend up into heaven thou art there: 

© if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. If I 

© take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 

© moſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand uphold me.” It is ſuppoſed 
that a ſingle ray of /ight may fly millions of miles in the 
ſixtieth part of a minute; a ſwiftneſs which we are not 
able to follow, even in thought. 
Am I a God at hand, ſaith the Lord, and not a God 

© afar off? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that [ 
'* ſhall not ſee him? ſaith the Lord: Do not 1 fill heaven 
© and earth? Though they dig into hell (/), thence ſhall 
© mine hand take them; though they climb up to hea- 
ven, thence will I bring them down (g)!“ Beyond theſe 
deſcriptions, neither words nor mind of man is ſufficient 
to extend. 
Nor ſhould any man conceive, that it is beneath di- 
vine purity to be preſent where per/ors and things are pol- 
Iuted ; ſeeing God is not material. Whatever be the man- 
ner of his /en/ations, nothing painful can affect him. His 
throne, though peculiarly glorious in heaven, excludes not 
any where elſe his eſential preſence. Devout ſouls are, in 
EF like manner, bis /pecial temple. | 
4 How diſtinguiſhing an attribute is ; that of infinity? 
Ll Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad ? 


1 Jer. iii. 23, 24. of + Am, ix. 2. 


e Cen. xxxix 9. 


or GOD. 3 * 


Where are the gods of. Sepharvaim (h), Hena and 
Ivah ? have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand? 
Beeauſe the Syrians. have ſaid, The Lord is God of 
the hills, but he is not God of the valleys ; therefore 
will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, 

and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord (i).“ 

Hou ridiculous, even to contempt, is affecting to give 
outward ſhape to him who is /upreme and un;uerjal * What 
a ground, rather, for pure ſpiritual obedience? * All _ 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
* whom we have to do (4). He is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart (J); God ſhall judge 


the ſecrets of men (n), by Jeſus Chriſt (2), awful, tre- 


mendous, clear doctrine! Thou, God, ſeeſt 
* me? And how ſhall I do this great wickedneſs (e) 
though concealed from every human eye, and ſin againſt 
« Cod?” | 

What a | hideons, ini foo), is the hypocrite? © Ye 
© are they which juſtify yourſelves before men, but God 
© knoweth your hearts ; for that which is highly eſteem- 
© ed among men 1s abomination in the fight of God. 
Conſider well Matth. vi. from the beginning. Maſks 


and diſguiſe will but ſerve to aggravate gui/t in the end; 


and ftripes, of courſe. Shame and everlaſting contempt will 
be their portion ). A God ever at hand. is a ground of 
Juſt confidence to the upright. * Happy is he, whole hope 
is in the Lord his God ().“ He will grant what is be/i 


upon the whole, and in fit /ea/or. 


h 2 Kings xviii. 3. i t Kings xx. 28. k Heh. i», 12. 
] ver, xii m Rom. it 6 n 2 r Cor. iv. v, 
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SECTION IV. 
GOD ETERNAL. 


O attribute, relative to the Suprem- Being, is more 
| difficult to apprehend, than this of his everlaſting- 
neſs, and yet, the truth thereof is as clear, as that the 
world could not poſſibly exiſt without a caw/e. If not 
eternal, God muſt have been Creator, and Creature, at one 
and the ſame time. More than this needs not be ſaid. 
The Scripture ideas are full of beauty, and ſolemnly 
affecting. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
ending, ſaith the Lord; which is, and which was, and is A 
to come (s). The eternal God (2); The high-and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity (4. What an amazing, 
* awful, venerable thought (v)! The bleſſed and only 
© potentate; the King of Kings and Lord of Lords; 
* who only hath immortality.” The great I am, 
© that I am (x);' that is exiſting in. and of myſelf. 
© Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou: 
© hadſt formed the earth, and the world; even from ever- 
* laſting to everlaſting thou art God(y). They ſhallperith,, 
* but thou ſhalt endure (z) ; yea, all of them ſhall wax: 
old as a garment, as a veſture ſhalt thou change 
* them, and they ſhall be changed. But thou art the 
| © ſame, and thy years ſhall have no end (a).* How tre-- 
( 5 mendous! How tranſportipgly delightful ! 
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What 2 ſhocking degradation to the Supreme Being then 
is tLe doctrine of ;do/s * So properly ſtyled lying vanities 
Before me there was no God formed, neither ſhall there 
* be any after me 5) Having had no cauſe, he can 
| Have no ſacegſr. no equal, no ſimilitude. Though for a 

time he may defer, yet he will execute all his promiſes ! 
* Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day 
is with the Lord as a thouſand years; and a thouſand - 
years as one day (e His decrees and purpoſes, there- 
fore, are not to be meaſured by our ideas of time Their 
nee is as certain, as if already done. And 

the glory which thou gaveſt me I have given them (4). 7 
Wait for this, O Chriſtian, and doubt not He will come, 
in that ſeaſon which is fitteſt, and will not tarry. * Reſt 
in the Lord, and patiently wait for him e).“ 

. * The Lord is not ſlack, as ſome men count flackneſs, 

but long- ſuffering to us· ward: not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance.“ After all, 

we know him that hath ſaid, vengeance is mine, and I 

will repay, ſaith the Lord g) It is a fearſul thing to fall 

into the hands of the living God (4).* Goppel laws abide 
eternal, even as their author / Till Heaven and Earth 
© paſs one jot or one title ſhall in no wiſe paſs away, till 
all be fulfilled (/, The Lord Jefus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
* taking vengeance of them that know not God, and that 
* obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (4. 
Truft in the Lerd, ye Saints of his, for ever : For with 


d John xvii 22. 
h ver 31. 


«„ — „ 


b Ifa. ahi 10. e 2 Pet. ih, 8 
e Pfaim xxvii 7. f 2 vet in 9, g Jed x 30 
i Matth. v 18 e | 
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* the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength (x). The 


eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
* everlaiting arms y). The mercy of the Lord is from 


© everlaſing to everlaſting upon them that fear him; and 


bis righteouſneſs, unto childrens children (z). 


e e Pont odhcd 2þ1 
SECTION V. 
SD UNCH ANGE ABLE. 
H*® whoſe e iſtence depends upon none; muſt him- 


ſelf be © ſovereign, abſolute, independent, with- 


© out variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning (a). I am 
© the Lord (5), I change not.“ His ef-nce ever was, and 


muſt be the ſame. He has no equal in power, far leſs 


ſuperior, to alter this. The king eternal, immorcal, 
© inviſible (c). The incorruptible God 'd\.? 

His commands, or will, are likewite immutable as him- 
ſelf; or © endure for ever e. They are all for the 
beſt. Even elementary ones lead to perfection: where at 
length they are / ſettled for ever ( in heaven. The 


decrees of his govefament, with regard to good and bad, 


are wnchangeable, His * counſel ſtandeth for ever (g). 
* He is of one mind (5). Therefore now, amend your 
* ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the 
Lord your God (i) Mutability, from weakneſs, he is 
an entire ſtranger to; though, when men repent he will 
not execute threateningt. It is impoſlible for God to 
x Ifa. xxvi 4. y Deut xxxili. 27. 2 b ſal! ciii t. 
a Jam. i. 17 b Mal. iii. 6 e 7 Fink i: 64. d Rom. i, 22. 


e Pial exi 3 f Pſal, cxix. 89. g Pial. xxxiii. if, h Job 11 
i ler xxvIi 10. | | | 
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© lie (4). The gifts and callings of God are without 
« repentance (/). Theſe fhall go away into everlaſting 


puniſhment (), but the righteous unto life eternal. 
© Be not deceived, God is not mocked (n - 
Unſpeakable ground of conſolation, to the good: 

The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs (); bis 

countenance doth behold the npright. But the face of 
1 © the Lord 1s againſt them that do evil (7). We have 
1 © had ſathers of our fleth ( which corrected us, and | 
1 « we gave them reverence; ſhall we not much rather 1 
3 | be in ſubjection unto the Father of Spirits, and live? 
E If God be for us (7), who can be againſt us? We 
bk * know that all things work together for good, to 


n 


* them that love God (g), and there ſhall in nowiſe | 
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1 * enter into it (the mew Feru/a'em) any thing that 
Ws . | . 
4 « defileth, or maketh a lie (7), but they which are | 
ritten in the Lamb's book of life.“ - ö 
1 | 7 | 
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SECTION VI. 
FF Ee — 
" GOD IS @NE. | 
II is written (2), thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy * | 
= God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. There is 
1 © none elſe 5).“ This idea, is the moſt Ample we can 


imagine How can two, or more infinites, exiſt at one 
and the ſame time? Two eternals ? Two unchangeables ? 
k Heb vi. 8 I Rom xi. 29. m Mat xxv 46. n Gal vi 6. 


o Plal xi 7. p Pia. Xxxiv. 16. q Heb. xi. 9, r Rom viii 31, 
s verſe 28. t Rev. Xii 27, a Mat. iv, 1e. b Deut iv, 39 


1 
What the one has the other al: want. He who is 


be glorified in the ſon? 


or GOD. 


all. perſect has not an equal. 
Lock to the Frame of nature, and ſee, if there be 


not maniſeſt connection through every part, All from 
the ſame author or ſupreme contriver. This concluſion 
will appear unavoidable from an attentive peruſal of 


Palms viii. ix. Izv. civ. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 


© thy God is one God (e), I am the firſt, and I am 
© the laſt (4, and beſides me there is no God. I know 
© not any (e). This is life eternal (/, to know thee 
the only true God. To us there is but one God, the 
« Father g), of whom are all things, and we in him. 


Who is above all, and through all, and in you all (4).* 
The invariable rule of worſhip, then, is to give this, 


in ſupreme degree, to none other. The Father ſceketh 
« ſach to worſhip him ii). And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk 
in my name, that will I do (4); that the Father may 
How eaſy of apprehenſion 
is all this! Je! wor hip is groſsly criminal. Creation 
beautie; themſelves, are no ſufficient excuſe to alienate 
the mind from God. Let inſirumentt have their due; 
but their erigin, with us, be every thing. Helps ro the 
imagination, if uſed at all, ought to be with watchful 
care. Trath and ſjirit, without theſe, are infinitely pre- 


' ferable (J), even high ſwelling words, in devotion, 


have been prejudicial. Simplicity is a prime ornament, 
Superſiitious dread is peculiarly improper, importing 


the deity to be cruel. + Unto you that fear my name () 


* 


c Deut. vi. 4. 4 J xlir. 6. everſe 8. f John xvi. 3. 
g 1 Cor. i. 6. h Erb iv 6. i John ir 23. k clap. xir. 13. 
John iv. 24, m Mal. iv, 2. | 


* 


OF GOD. 2 


10 is « wal the ſun of righteouſueſs ariſe, with healing in his 
C wings.“ f + 

be 244 r d-. 

rom 4 | : 

ſion SECTION VII. 

| of | | 

ord GOD INFINITELY WISE. 


am , „ HE Lord i is a God of knowhidis (a) ; and by 55 
= © him actions are weighed.” Theſe ideas are 


hee = familiar amongſt men, and contraſted to ignorance. 
De 14 How little in compariſon do the wit of us know? 
The is But Ged is light itſelf, and the father thereof to both 
— | 1 angels and men b): By means of this, we ſee him alto- 
Hes "2 gether amiable ! Remove bnowlcage and every thing is 
th 4 left in horrors ! 
ſk As e that planted the ear (c), ſhall he not hear? He 
ay 1 * that formed the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? He that teacheth 
a 1 * men knowledge, ſhall he not know (4)? Where waſt 
n 40 thou (e, when [I laid the foundation of the earth? De- 
re XZ *« clare if thou haſt underſtanding, who laid the meaſures 
3 © *« thereof, if thon knoweſt? or who hath ſtretehed the 
e bs © line upon it ? and much more here to the like purpoſe. - ; 
ul J Means and ends, throughout all nature, are moſt fitly 
e- A adapted to each other. 
n, 4 How are ancient predictions, and ſince that time 
t. I clearly fulfilled, to be accounted for, but by ite wiſe 
g 1 dom? I, the Lord, ſearch the heart, I try the reins.“ 
) 4 He requires no ſteps to knowledge; but ſees the whole 
3 at once. What vereration is due to this? * We are but 
| . a I Sam ii. 3. b James i. 17. c bPſal xc:v. 6. d verſe 10. 
1 e Job xx viii 4 
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of yeſterday, and know nothing.” The little that 


acknow/edged in a l our wayr, and firmly truſted in. He 
cannot be impoſed upon. By him thoughts, as well as 
actions, are weighed | 
© If iniquity be in thine hand (g), put it "IE away, 
and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacles ; for 
© then ſhalt thou lift up thy face without ſpot (4), thou 
©£ ſhalt be ſteadfaſt, and not fear.“ There may be n- 
ledge, without application, whereis true wiſdom improves 


© the only wiſe (1). 
CONTINUED. 


upon none; but poſſeſſes all meant in himſelf. How 
ſhould he then be mi/24? When un/carchable, it is owing 
to our ionorance.” Yet much both may and ought to be 
der Rod. 0 Lord ), how manifold are thy 
works! In wiſdom thou halt made them all. Sing 
© unto the Lord with Thankſgiving 1): Sing praiſe 
© upon the harp unto our God. who covereth the hea- 
© yen with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, 
© who maketh graſs to grow upon the man! and 
ſo forth. | 
Man, the chief of God's works upon earth, he governs 
by a moſt ſingular method of avi//om * The inſpiration 
of the Almighty hath given him underſtanding (u). 


f James i. 17 g Job xi i4 h ver 15. i 1 Fim. i 17. 
' k Pſal. cir. 21. I Pſal. * 6, Fc m Job xxxii. 8, 


we have is derived, or from above f)}.” Pride of 
underſtanding was never made for man? God is to be 


regularly. In this beſt ſenſe, © God is comparatively 


Being everlaſting, as well as a/m'zhty, Gal can depend 


0 = © 


1 


© The great lines of duty are written in his heart ().“ 
Still more bright, by lively auritten ore er. The law 
« of the Lord is perſect, converting the ſou] fo) ; the 


* teſtimony of the Lord is fare, making wiſe the ſimple. _ 
The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. — 


© More to be deſired are they than gold %), yea, than 
* much fine cold: ſweeter alſo than honey, and the 
0 honey- comb. Moreover, by them is thy fervant Warn- 
*ed; and in keeping of them, there is great reward. 
© Wiſdom is the principal thing (9). Thereſore get wil _ | 
dom; and with all your getting, get underſtanding. 4 


* Exalt her, and {he will promote thee. She ſhall bring | 
© thee to honour, when thou doſt embrace her. Her ways 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are Pence. 6 
How adorable | How conciliating ! LY, 3 5 

And, whereas human nature is weak, liable to tad; | | 


obnoxious to punithment, he who is the only wiſe and 
good aſſures pardon to the humble, with every other need- 
ful aid, to accompliſh a reform. Let the wicked for- 
* ſake his way (7) and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
© and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
* mercy upon him, and to our God, he will abundantly 
«* pardon. As 1 live, faith the Lord God, 1 have no 
« pleaſure in the death of the wicked (2). Yea, being juſ- 
© tified freely by his grace (), through the redemption that 

i in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God hath ſet forth to be 
« a propitiation through faith in his blood, to de- 
* clare his righteouſneſs through the remiſſion of ſins 
* that are paſt, through the forbearance of God.“ 
How benevolent! How condeſcending! * toth have 


5 n Rom ii „4, 5, | O Pſal. xix. 75 Te. Pp verſe 10. 
a2 PF. iv. 7, &c. 1 Ia. v. 7. s Ez xxxlii. . t Rom. iii, 24, 25. 
p | "3 | 
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© abounded gs 2g us, in all witior and pru- 
© dence (a, 


Behold death tos a boliſbe! Life and immorta ity brought 
to light! How abſurd the error of thoſe, who overlook 
the prime „el. cane of ſuch aſtoniſhing effect.! Bleſſed 
is the man that heareth the voice of ſuperior wiſdom | 
© whoſo findeth her findeth life! And ſhall obtain fa- 
* your of the Lord (x). | 
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SECTION VIII. 


GOD INFINITE IN POWER. 


E acquire power by degrees, and, by this means, 
come eaſily to underſtand what it is. Angel's 


excel in ftrength a; and yet, compared with Go, are 


but as grown up children. * He g his angels 
ſpirits; his miniſters a flaming fire 5% Hin/elf is 
made of none. He is frength ever/aſting, Great and 
of great power ). For he ſpake, and it was done; 
he commanded, and it ſtood fait {d'. By the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made (e), and all.the hoſt 
* of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth 
the waters of the fea together as an ps he layeth 
© up the depth in ſtore-houſes.” 
His method, according to Moſer, was gradual ; and 
each part of Creation by a ſimp e ill. Let them be and 
they were (//. Thus exhibiting a pattern of order. 
Alſo, that we might better apprehend the beauties and 


v Eph i 7. x Prov. viii, 34, &c. a Pſal citi 20. b Pf civ. 4. 
e Pfal, xiv. 5. d Pfal xx1iii 9. e verſe 6, /. f Gen i. 
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uſes of the Creation. At Once,, the greateſt and the beſt 4 
adorable Potentate! Praife ye the Lord. Praiſe ye the 
Lord from the heavens: praiſe him in the heights, 
« Praiſe ye him all his Angels: praiſe ye him all his 


© hoſts (g). 


With God nothing i is impoſſible. What i imports a con- 
tradlictian, carries no idea in it; as for example, to lie and 


ſpeak truth, at one and the ſame time (5). It can, 


therefore, be no diminution of divine happineſs, to govern 
the world. Small and great are the ſame to him. How, 
| then, can his eaſe be diſturbed ? © The Lord reigneth (i), 


© let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the ifles be 
glad thereof. He is clothed with ſtrength wherewith 
© he hath girded himſelf (4). Thy throne, O Lord, is 
« eſtabliſhed of old: thou art from everlaſting (/).? 
"Though clouds and darkneſs,” at times, are round 


about him (-);? theſe Mm take their riſe from our 


preſent narrow capacities. © Righteouſneſs and judge- 
« ment are the habitation of his throne.“ One time, or 


other, all will appear to have been fitly effablifhed'; 


when the heavens ſhall declare his righteouſneſs,” and 
the people ſee his glory. © Ye 2006 love the. Lord, hate: 
© evil ().“ 


What a biZter thing, in the end, aw it be, to oppoſe. 
him who is great, and of great power % “% Being 


infinitely wiſe, alſo he muſt vindicate the honour of his 
laws Fear not them which kill the body (%, but are 
not able to kill the ſoul: rather fear him which is able 
to deſtroy both the ſoul and body in hell. Who know- 


g Pſa] cxlviii. t, 2. h compare 2 Tim. ii. 13 Hab. vi 18. 


i Pſa. xcvii 1. K Pſal. xciii. 1. I verſe 2 m Pial xcvii. 2. 
n verſe 6, 10. o Pſal. cxlvil. 5 p Mat. x 28. 
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© eth the power of thine anger 7)? even according to 
© thy fear, ſo is thy wrath.” Weak mult every ſcheme 
be that hopes to elude this. Jeſus came to ſave his peo- 
© ple from their fins (-) ;? and not in them. To re- 
* deem them from a vain converſation (s). If we fin 
© wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge of 
© the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins (). 
© For this purpoſe the ſon of God was manifeſted, that 
he might deſtroy the works of the devil ( 1). 
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SECTION IX. 


COD. INFINITELY ET. 


ND one e ſeraphim cried unto another (a), Hey. 
9 ho'y, holy, is the Lord of hoſts. Who ſhall not 
© fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name! for thou 
only art holy (4. That is, ſeparated from nperfection, 
and eternally conformed to right, He who made man 
capable of ſuch diſcernment, muſt do fo beyond mea- 
ſure. His hve is the origin of all aH relations ; 
which require to be * juſtly dealt with. He is the 
rock {c), his work is perfect: for all his ways are 
« judgement : a God of truth, and without iniquity, juſt 
© and right is he. : 
Glory ye in his holy name (4): let the heart of 
every one rejoice, that ſeek the Lord. Thy teſtimo- 
© nies are very ſure (e): holineſs, O Lord, becometh 
© thine houſe for ever. The Lord preſerveth all them 


q Pſal, xc. rt, r Mat. i. 21. 51 Pet. i. 18. t Heb. x. 26. 
u t ſehn iii. 8. alfa. vi. 3. b Rev. xv. 4. e Deut, xxxüi, 4. 
d ral. cv. 3. e Plal xcili. 5, 
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* that love him (e): but all the wicked will bs deſtroy 


even all who, being mutually bound, were not true, juſt, 


faithful. To be holy is the only proper ground for ra- 


tional enjoyment. It is the divine image itlelf (f); be ye 
« holy, for I am holy (g). Scripture belief and prac- 
« tice? muſt ever be unwelcome to all who do evil. 
And this is the condemnation (5).“ How can ever 
the cauſe of infidelity, then, be ſuſtained 7. * He that 
© hateth me, hateth my father allo (i). Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye  faints of his, and give thanks at the re- 


* membrance_of his holineſs 4). Light is ſown for 
the righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart (I). 


De 


SECTION X. 
COD INFINITELY JUST, OR RIGHTEOUS. 
dy T HE Lord is righteous in all his ways (a),” to pro- 


portion people's enjoyment, to the meaſures of 
their religious vir tus. Whereas, „ the flice of the 
Lord (5) is againſt them that do evil. Upon the 
r wicked he will rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an 
© horrible tempelt (c): this is the portion of their cup. 
How equitable are the divine laws ? He hath ſhewed 
© thee, O man, what is good : and what doth the Lord 
© require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 
© and to walk humbly with thy God fd)? To fear God,” 
then, and to keep his commandments, is,“ at once, © the 
« whole duty' and whole happineſs of man.” It is his 


e Pfal eulv. 20. f Eph iv. 24 gr Pet 1. 16. h John iii. rg. 20. 
3 Jobn xv. 23. K ral. xxx 4. I Pal. xcvif. 11. a Plal, cxlv. 17, 
b ral. xxxiv, 16, e Pial, xi, 6. d Mic. vi, 8. 
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prime privilege. According as his divine power (d) 
© hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and 
* godlineſs, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue ; whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promiſes, that by theſe 
you might be partakers of the divine nature.“ 

Follow God, faid an enlightened heathen. And a 
more ſure word of prophecy, be ye followers rather 
«© imitators of him (e), as dear children. Be ye per- 
« fe, even as your father, which is in heaven, is per- 
« fet (J). As obedient children, not faſhioning yourſelves. 
according to the former laſts in your ignorance (g). 
In proportion to the number of entruſted talents, each 
mult give an account, at laſt (%). As every man hath 
© received the giſt (i), even ſo miniſter the ſame one to 
another, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of 
© God. He which ſoweth ſparingly fall reap alſo 
* ſparingly ; and he which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap 
* alſo bountifully (4).? 

The Lord is not unrighteous, to forget your work. 


1 and labour of love which ye have ſhewed towards his 


© name /), in that ye have miniſtered to the ſaints, and 
* do miniſter. In as much as ye have done it unto one 
© of the leaſt of theſe my brethren (n), ye have done it 
© unto me.“ The ſame way regard will be had to differ- 
ent zatures and degrees of vice. After * thy hardneſs. 
* and impenitent heart (2), treaſureit up for thyſelf 
* wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
* righteous judgement of God. Take, therefore, the 
d2 Pet i 3,4 e Eph. v. 1. f Mat. v. 48 g 1 Pet. i. 14. 


h conſider well Rom xii 6, &c. i 1 Pet. iv. 10 k 2 Cor ix 6. 
1 Heb vi. 10. m Mat. xxv. 40. n Rom. ii: 5. o Mat. XXV. 28, 49 
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« talent from him {j), and give it unto him that hath 
«vo talents. For unto every one that hath ſhall be 
« given, and he ſhall have abundance : and from him 
© that hath not ſhall be taken away even that which he 
« hath. And caſt ye the unprofitable ſervant into utter 
© darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth.” 
The idea of equitable retribution expoſes the horrible 
one of an arbitrary predetermination. * Let no man ſay, 
when he is tempted, (4) I am tempted of God, for God 
© cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
© man. But every man is tempted when he is drawn 
© away of his own laſt, and enticed. If our Heart con- 
demn us (), God is greater than our heart and knoweth 
© all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then 
© have we confidence towards God. O Lord; are not all 
thy ways equal? | | 
Fret not thyſelf becauſe of evil Journ f m), 10 be 
* thou envious at the workerg of iniquity. For, they ſhall 
© ſoon be cut down like the graſs, and wither as the _ 
green herb. Surely thou didit ſet them in ſlippery 
places: thou caſtedſt them down into deſtruction !? 
© Now we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then (2) 
© face to face; now I know in part, but then I ſhall 
© know even as I am known.” A Rate of trial mult 
have unequal diſtributions. The diſcipline of faith and 
holineſs requires it. There remaineth therefore a reſt 
for the people of God (o). Affliction cometh not forth of 


the duſt; neither doth ui ouble ſpring out of the ground. 1 
(v). Commit thy way unto the Lord (2); truſt alſo ; 7 


i Matth xxv 23 29. K Jam i. 13. ] Jo. iii 20, 21. 
m Pſal xxxvii 1, n I Cor x1ii 12. o Hib, iv 9, 


p Job, v. 6, q tfal, ii, 5, 6. 
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22 OF GOD. 
in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs, he ſhall bring forth 

| © thy righteouſneſs as the light, and thy e as the 
© noon day. 

How apt are men to miſtake the glitter of outward 
| things fora mean af ſure permanent delight ! Yet experi- 
ence teaches, for certain, that this is not in them. But 
© know that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly 
for himſelf /w). Lift up the light of thy countenance 
© upon us. Thou haft put gladne(s in my heart, more 
© than in the time that their corn and their wine increaſed. 
A little that a righteous-man hath (x) is better than 
s the riches of many wicked. Great peace have they 
which love thy law) and nothing ſhall offond them!“ 
Their right princi//es and firm virtus are the ſure earneſt 
of a future everlaſiing inheritance. « Seek firſt the king- 
dom of God (z) and his righteouſueſs, and all theſe 
* things thall be added unto you.” 


C ö 


SECTION XI. 
GOD INFINITELY ο 
| el LY for a righteous man will one die; yet 


perad venture for a good man one would even dare 
* to die (a)? Such a perſon is not rigorous but abates 
in many caſes of his J claim, to advance human happi- 
ne/r. He is affectionate diſintereſted. Like God, he 
* giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not (5) 
'« He hath diſperſed, he hath given to the poor; his 
© righteouſneſs endureth for ever (c.“ What an emblem 
upon earth of Almighty love. 


- 


w Phl.iv.3,6,7 „ Pſal xxxvil 6. y Pſal. cxix. 165. 
2 Matth. vi. 33. 2 Rom. v. 7. b Jam. i. v. c tial. cxii 9. 
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Let us often reflect how wide and conſtant divine munt- 
ficence is. He maketh Lis fun to riſe on the evil and 
on the good (4); and ſendeth his rain on the juſt and 


on the unjuſt. Every good gift, and every perfect gift 


© is from above (e). For, of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things //! Con. ctian, like proof? 


ought to be familiar. Benevo/ence muſt have been the 


prime /pring acting in the deity. God is love, and 
« dwelleth in love g) How ſoftening a charm to in- 
finite grandeur | ſeparated from this every divine attribute 
would overwhelm us. 


In compariſon, * there is none other good but God (/. 


Tranſcendently perfect, underived, unchangeable! Who 
© hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompenced 
* unto him again (i)? The Lord is good to all; and his 


tender mercies are over all his works (4)! What a 


bleſſed employment, to furvey the divine operations in na- 


ture, providence, and grace! Yet, how ſmall a portion of 


theſe are we able to comprehend ! O benign God, thy hea- 
vens aſtoniſh us! They declare thy glory (/) There is 
© no ſpeech nor language where their voice is not 
c heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth. 


© The earth alſo is full of thy "riches; ſo is this great 


© and wide ſea, wherein are things creeping and innu- 
© merable, both ſmall and great beaſts. Theſe wait all 
upon thee, that thou mayelt give them their meat in 


due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thine hand, they are filled 


s with good ( Much reſpect is due to this whole di- 
vine compoſition, from the beginning Beſides things 
d Matth. v.45, e James i 175, f Rom xi 36. 


g 1 Jo. ir, 6, h Luke xviil, 19, i Rom, Xii, 34, 
k Pſal, cxly, 9, I Pal, xix, I, 3, 4, = m Pſal, civ, 24, 35226, 27, 
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unto God.“ And the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
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© eſſential, like graſs for the cattle, and herb for the ſer-- 
vice of man (); thou cauſeſt the earth to produce 
wine, that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to 
make his face to ſhine ! Behold the fowls of the air, 
bow your heavenly Father feedeth them Conſider 
© the lilies of the field, how they grow; ſo that even So- 
© lomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
1 * theſe 6e. | 
Thou haſt made man a little lower than che angels, | 
© and haſt crowned him with glory and honour. Thou 
* madeſt him to have dominion over the works of thy 
© hands ; thou haſt put all things under his feet. O 
Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name (i' 
After all, Eye hath not ſeen /q), nor ear heard, nei- 
* ther have entered into the heart of man the things 
* which God hath, prepared for them that love him. 
* Herein is love, (7) not that we loved God, but that 
© God loved us, and ſent his ſon to be the propitiation 
for our fins. Who hath ſaved us, and called ns with an 
© holy calling {s) ; not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and grace, winch was given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began; but is now. 
made maniſeſt; by the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt our 5 
Saviour, who hath aboliſhed death and brought lite 
and immortality to light through the goſpel.” 
Let us hold by profi like noon-day, and leave the reſt 
to him who is goodneſs itſelf! Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing, by prayer and ſupplication with 
* thanksgiving, let our requeſts be made known 


n ver, 14 5, 0 Matth, vi, 25 28; 9 p BY viii. 5, 
q I Cor ii, 9. r 1 Jo, iv, 10, 56 2 Tim, i 9, 


OF GOD. 


t 6 hall keep our hearts 1 minds, 
through Jeſus Chriſt (2). If, through weakneſs, folly | 


and vice, we have erred, let us make no .tarrying to 


turn unto the Lord. He that ſpared not his own fon, 
(u) but delivered him up to death for us all, how ſhall 

| © he not with him freely give us all things: ? The Lord God 

© is a ſon and ſhield, the Lord will give grace and glory 


(v), and no good thing willhe withhold from them that 


walk uprightly. Beloved, if Godſoloved us (), we ought 


-. alſo to love one another. Hereby know we that we dwell . _ 


* inhim, andhe in us, becauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit | 
who can be een to os force of * We : 
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cob INFINITE IN"MERCY. 
ERCY is a branch of g2odne/s, and CY 


ther want or guilt. In the caſe of want, ſepa- 
rated from guiit, mercy is quick to grant relief. Even 
where gui:t is, as much as poſſible, it rejoiceth- over 
«judgement (2), withholds rigour, defers puniſhing, miti - 
gates, extenuates to the utmoſt! Among men ſuch grace 
is to be found! In Alrighty God ſtill more! With him 
are bowels of mercic., tranſlated tender (b), The Lord 
is long ſuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity; 
© tranſgreſſion and fin (5 while yet the ene ſhall : 
| by © no means be cleared (c). 
Thus do all the god, upon earth, forgive, unleſ where 
pub ic regard, do not permit. One who is the author of 


t Phil iv. 7 8. u Rom. viii. 32. v efal. tanks; It 
w 4 Jo. Iv 41. 2 Jam. ü, 63 d Luke 1. 58, c Nuu, xiv. 18. 
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| © all generations. His whole paths arefmercy and truth 


© always chide /, neither will he keep his anger forever.” 


of this moſt needful dectrine God, who is rich in mercy, 


© ful to their unrighteouſneſs (i), and their fins and their 


© judgement is bis ſtrange work (mm. 3 


4 Ex xxxiv. 6 ePlal.xxy 10. f Fall. cit. 13, 9. g Rom-ill 25, 1 
h Ep. 1 4, f. 6. i Heb. viii, 2. EK Ezck xxiii. 1 f 7 
1 Matth, xi. 28. | m Iſa, x xvii, wh. | 4 


this moſt amiable frame muſt poſſeſs the ſame in ſupreme 
per fection. Every act of moral divine adminiftration mult. 

be underſtood in confiſtence with this. Indeed, his very 

name is merciful and gracious ! (d) Vea, his memorial to 


together (e).“ Like as a father pitieth his children, 
ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him. He will not 


The above, through all ages, may have had regard to 
the Lamb flain, in divine purpoſe, from the foundation of 
the world ! Behold, in him * ſet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood (g), a completing evidence 


© for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
© were dead in fins, hath quickened us together with 
« Chriſt. And hath raiſed us np together, and made us 
e fit together (4), in heavenly places. I will be merci- 


q iniquities I will remember no more.“ 

What room, then, is left for de/pondency! All that is re- 
quired is, that people repent and turn to God, and do 
« works meet for repentance.” The voice of immutable 
love is, As I live, I have no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked. Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die (4)? And 
under the new teſtament, * Come unto me, all ye that la- 
©bour and I will give you reſt (1) !' To 4 pair, then, 
would be to aſcribe fa!/ehoo / to the faithful and true wit- 
e/s ; want of mercy, to him who is great in it. « Verily 


— 


— 
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Till death comes; he” Torrects Is: 2 And, "aſter _ 
that, they who have ſowed in tears ſhall reap in joy (a)? 
* Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comfort- ; 
ed fo) Let us imitate him who thus /hemveth mercy | 7 
Let us forbear to puniſh. When che end is gained, ſpeak 
vo more of the cau/e; ſo ſhall we be numbered with the 
1 | eld of Goa, as holy and Leloved (þ)- "Let us gratefully 
R!eflect upon the nature and number of our forgiven effences ; 
'  XF fazing, * Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all 
F his benefits (q). Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, | 
3 l and healeth all thy diſeaſes.” In the face of ſuch mercy . 
® 9 {till to offend is peculiarly ruinous. A meaſure of ingrati- 
7 | tude, black with the moſt hideous future proſpects. Or. 
d eeſpiſeſt thou the riches of his gcodneſs, and forbearance, 
A and long . ſuffering, not knowing that the goodneſs of God. 
l leadeth thee to repentance. But after thy hardneſs and 
Z * impenitent heart (-), treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the righte- 
4 ous judgement of God Compare with this, Prov. i. 
24. and Heb. x, 26, &. 8 
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= - co INFINITE LY FAITHFUL AND 7 RUE. 
1 A the divine promiſes are * exceeding great and pre- 
4 - & cious {a),” they are ſure to be fulfilled; for © his 
| 1 words are true and faithful (5).“ Being infinitely whe 
5 he muſt ſee things as they are; and therefore be ever well 
> affeded to the good, His power none can reſiſt. Such: | 
7 n Pſal. exx vi. 8. 0 Matth. v 1 Col. ii 2. _ 
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correſpondence of mind and word is a chief human excel. 
lence, and muſt be perſect in him who is their original. 
He cannot deny himſelf (e). He cannot lie (dl. O 
Lord, thou art my God, I will exalt thee, 1 will praiſe 
© thy name (e) - 7 counſels of old are N and 
© truth.” 

Only con#tions 3 do forſeit his engagement. 

© Bleſſed are they that do his commandments (/, ), that 
they may have fight to the tree of liſe, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. To as many as re- 

« ceive him {g), to wit Chriſt, to them he giveth power 
to become. the children of God.“ Such are the proper 
ſoundations of tr; * Whereas the Lord will abhor the 
bloody and deceitful man (5). Said an eminent Hea- 
then, If God were at any time to become viſible, he 9 
8 ae chooſe light for his body, and truth for his foul.” “ 
And now, O Lord God, thou art that God (i), and E 

4 Ja words be true. All his paths are mercy and truth, 
d to ſuch as keep his covenant /&). Thou haſt redeemed A 
me (/), O Lord God of truth. The Lord, the Lora 
| od, merciful and gracious (, and long- ſufferitlg, = 
3 _ * abundant in goodneſs, and in truth. Hath he faid (u) | 
22 and ſhall he not do i it? or, hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he A 


; d not make it good? The ſtrength of Ifraet will not lie, np 
1 . or repent (). In hope of eternal life (p) which God, 7 
j that cannot lie hath promiſed.” - A 
| | The import of that threatening 720, Ye ſhall not eat of ; 'F 
( 7 it, neither ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die, is, become r- 
| | | 4 2 Tim. ii 13. d Heb vi 18 e lfa. xxv. r, fRev xxii £4 | 4 
2 Boy g Joi 12. h FPfal v 6 i 2 Sam vii 28, k Fal zxxv. o, 9 
| ; F fat xxxi 5. m Ex xxxiv. 6. n Num xxiii. 14, o dam. xv 29. E 
3 Pp Tit. 1 2. q Gen. fü 3. 6 4 
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al: Thus, by one man's diſobedience (r) many were 
made, treated a5 ſinner. The hiſtory in 1 Kings xxii. 

22 doth ſignify no more than that Gad, in awful juſtice, 
vVvould permit a * lying ſpirit to ſeduce King Ahab.“ So 
1 Pßaroab, by 2 like permiſſion, did. harden his own heart. a 
| The ſame way we are to underſtand Jer. iv. 10. * Ah, | 

Lord God, ſurely thou haſt greatly deceived this people?” 5 
That is, ſuffered them to err. All Hebraifons and ee, 


to an infant language. 
The Prophet Jeremiah (u) 4oth Pn well . 


conditional threatenings. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak X 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck ; 
up, and to pull down, and t& deſtroy it; if that nation,. 
©. againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, 

] will repent of the evil,“ or change my meaſures. Hence | 

we are clearly bound to give our aſſent to all divine re. 

velationi. He that believeth hath ſet to his ſeal that ä 

God is true (v). Whereas, © he that believeth not (w). 

hath made God a liar. Ah, hideous guilt.! How can 
= * they eſcape? (x) A careful uſe: of our be} powers mays, 1 
4 and ought to be depended upon. Remember. this O0. 4 
1 and ſhew yourſelves men! To hope for promiſed 22 1 
Fug, is at once, alſo, duty and privilge. God is faith- ö 
ful (z). Compare Pſal. lxxxiv. 11. 1 Tim. i: XL So. 1 
2 Tim ii. 11, 12. Heb. x. 23.. The wicked have. no, 9 
3 part nor lot in this matter. * & 
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He him, and through him, and- to him are all 
J. things (a). He, who maketh angel; and men 
happy, muſt himſelf be infinitely ſo. * With thee, is the 
fountain of Life (5)! Knowledge to diſcern the meant, 
and power to execute. Having no ſuperior there can be 
no room for ſenſations of envy; or malice. It is thus 
. the completeſt moral characters upon earth. Where- 

© the Devil was a murderer from the beginning, and 
41 1 not in the truth {c). So Cain was of that wic- 
© ked one, and ſlew his brother (4): and wherefore flew 
© he him? becauſe his own works were evil, and his bro- 
© ther's righteous.” But God is love (e)!“ Therefore, 
the © Bleſſed and only potentate ()!? 
How great is the comfort of this belief! ! He could 
nave no other end in creating, but to diffuſe happineſs. 
He beholds the bleſſed with complacence. His end is 
' anſwered by them! And God ſaw every thing that he 
had made, and behold it was very good (g)!* That is, fit 
for delight. How full of conſolation to "ee under ſuch 
benevolence, ſuch perfection! 5 
He who gives hope, and longing deſires after n 
good, doth ſurely intend to gratify them. He is too able 


| 1 and indulgent to excite q etion, only to diſappoint it. 
I | Even penitence 1s demanded for the effenders* good, ar- 
| EE 3 cording to the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God {h 1 
©; ? Without  fencere obedience there can 2 no pure, rational 


be 2 Rom. xi. 36. b Pfal xxxvi. 9. C John viii. 4 44 di John ti, I'D 
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enjoyment. * 5 ye 0 ollowers,? imitators tf God (5), as 

dear children?” In the way of oppoſing that divine na- 
ture, there can de no peace (i). Things without us, as 

mean, have their er 3 but, as an end, are vanity and 
_ vexation of ſpirit.. © Wherefore ſpend your money for 
that which is nought (4), and your labour for that 
which profiteth not? Incline your ear, and come unto. 
me; hear, and your ſoul an live! Yea delight itſelf in 
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' THE WISD9 1 OF KNOWING GOD. 


ever accord to theſe.” © He is the father of both 


or not Y He who is holineſs itſelf, can never be im- 
Poſed upon by mere 'outward forms. The deſign of alt 
religion is to aſſimilate man to his own nature. How 


| 


« deſpiſeth (4) deſpiſeth not man, but God l 4 
Meaut, as ſuch, ought not to be left undone, but to 
ſubſerve the © weightier matters of the law (e). Some 
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doing juſtly, loving mercy ; to the neglet of a humble 


do render the whole body of duties compact. Others 


h Eph v r. 1 compare 1 Pct. i. ta, &c. k Ifa. Iv. 2, 3, 
a James i 17. br John W. t. 2 Pet. i. 4. d 1 Theſſ. is, 7. 
© Matth. xxiii 23. 1 Mic. vi. 8. 


— 


£4 o a 
” . . R - al r 
0 . * r * 8 a a Bs Na _ . 4 b 

5 PR - 8. . 3 448 7 8 * 12 Pg 15 rer 5 * 
„ ar ae cali a. 2D, a FOIL ö f * FLEE cru Toe. . ow 

A. & 22 2 N = £7 1 * * 2 2 ern * * & N \ N 08 CA Wa - he : Wo... 4 2 8 

ty 010.7 4.4 n 3 4 1 8 * : — 
WY Yd 1 7 1 - 1 
0 "ny 1 195 CA 


* FP” 1 nl o 0 
bs * 1 44 . 1 
8 I ˙·¹1 TS ae. 
* * * q _—_— n 2 


— cn 


Ti is true glory and happineſs to acguaint ourkilics N 
with him who is /o/e ſupreme Then, the powers of 
tze foul have their proper uſe. Revelation diſcoverier mult 


great is the pleaſure of ſach an aſſurance (c)! He that 


people's moral ideas are by far too imperfect; as to-affe& 


© walk with God (7). Belief, knowledge, and worſhip? 
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| wouls build without a foundation, A. capital ruinous 
error. Yea, if we ſay that we have fellowthip with him, 
© and walk in darkneſs. (J), we lie, and do not the truth.“ 
Paternity au] dominion: have the molt undoubted e- 
1 claims ;. a ſon honoureth his father, and a ſer- 
< yant his maſter (g). If then I be a father, where is. 
mine honour? and if I be. a maker, where is my fear??? 
To live, as without God in the worid, is quite unnatural. 
It exhibits, an idea of horror. But know that the Lord 
© hath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf (5). Thoſe 
of an oppoſite character would ſoon. deftroy the ſocial 
eumpact. Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth; for 
« the faithful fail from among the children of men (i). 
Enthufiaſm and ſuberſtition are foes to real piety. The 
one is rapture, without ideas; the other, a ſlave to ſuch as 
art wrong. But God hath not given us (4) the ſpirit 
© of fear, but of power, and of a ſound mind.“ Supreme 
unchangeable goodneſs. is congenial to upright reli- 
gious virtue? Happy is the man that findeth wiſ-. 
dom. Whoſo findeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain 
0. favour. of the Lord; But he that ſinneth againſt me, 
<wrongeth his own ſoul ;. all they. that hate me, love: 
„death (J).“ | 


fx Johni'6, g Mat i 6.  hPfal.ir.3; iPlab zil. 1. 
k 2. ſim, i, 7,, L Prov, 8, 83. vi, 35, 36, | 
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| THE RELATIONS GOD STANDS IN TO MAN. 
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60 En. | 
D dhe word of the Lord (a) were the homies 


Þ made, and all the hoſts of them by dhe breath off 
© his mouth.“ His a and his werd are quite the ſame. 
© Let them be, and they were (5). He that hath built 
all things is God (c). A fundamental relative relation. 


Mere mater cannot move. Mind, or wiſdom muſt» be 


taken in. © The Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of 


his way (17), before his works of old. I was ſet up 


4 from everlaſting.” JETS 
© He ſpake and it was done 0 he e and 


. 


it ood faſt.” The adequate knowledge of God's works 
may require eternity itſelf, How worthy an employ- 


ment to be here begun? An increaſe. of de fire, enſures 
ſubſequent gratification. In the progreſſive account 
given by Moſes, human weakneſs i is condeſcended to; 


that, with leiſure they may go on, to ſee, admire, and 
_ adore, how things which are ſeen (/), were not made 


of things which appear,” either in their preſent ML 
or differently before that. | ST 


2 ial, xxxili. 6. bh Gen. i 3. c Heb. iii. 4. d Prov. 22, 23. 


e Plal. xxxiii 9. f Heb. xi. 3. 
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"How unreaſonable are both Pobtheifi 350 8 
the belief of more Gods than one, and the worſhip of that 
one true God by images. Creation is a clear compact 
work. An infinite everlaſting ſpirit cannot be wrought 
into ſhape. Glory, dominion, and thankſgiving, are his 
ſole eternal due, For his pleaſure, they are and were 
© created (g). If creation gives enjoyment, the Intelli- 

gent part thereof ought to ſerve him. No 7ight what- 

ever can poſſibly riſe above this, If I be a father (5), 
* where is my honour ? Such expoſtulation is unanſwer - 
able. Capacity imports a debt; and much more when 
proper calls and opportunities are adde. 
How humble before God ſhonld every created nature 
be! The ſeraphimt themſelves do / cover their faces (i) 
in his preſence. They know and feel their comparative 

imperfection, The beſt uſe of every thing around, or 
within us, is to lead the ſoul to himſelf; to ſeek the 
Lord (k), if haply we may feel after him, and find. 
though he be not far from every one of us!* What an 
unnatural abſurd thing mult it be, to live without God: 
in the world (7) l' To be upbraided, in effect, by 
every thing we fee ang hear; by every morſel of food, 
by every cooling drink. 

Furthermore, we had fathers of or ir fleſh, who cor». 
| * rected us, and we gave them reverence : ſhall we not 
: much rather be in ſubjection unto the father of ſpi- 
1 Lirits and live. He, for our profit, that we might be 

{ © partakers of his holineſs ( Blefſed is the man that 
, endureth temptation (a), for when he is tried, he ſhall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord * 8 
* miſed to them that love him!“ 


) 
| 
{ | s Rev. iv. it. h Mat i. 6 i lſa vi. 2. k Acts xvil. 27. 
| 1 Eph. ii. 2 m Heb. xii 9 16 un James1, 13, 
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SECTION 11. . 


5 0 PRESERVER. 


S exiſting of God {ah ſo through his upholding 
| goodneſs are all things. Another ineſtimable rela- 
How attribute. Like as a father pitieth his children (5), 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him. If ye, being 
© evil,” or imperfect, know how to give good pifts 
* unto your children (c), how much more ſhall your fa- 
© ther which is in heaven,” the inſpirer of pure parental 


affection, give good things to them that aſk him!“ 


Sovereign productive will could never deſign any crea- 
ture to be independent of himſelf. 


Snch as are without /en/ation require no more than 


to be continued.. Thoſe having power to /zel muſt have 


inſtincti, or principles, in their nature, to ſeck their food, 


defend, and propagate. Such as are free to act, like 


nen, are provided with capacities or powers, for which 


they muſt be accountable. 
A wiſe good proprietor is delighted with every new 


e execution. It is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive (d), ſaid he, who went about continually do- 


ing good (e). The brightneſs of the father's glory, 
« and the expreſs image of his perſon (47). He who 
depends upon none has every thing depending upon 
himſelf. He may occaſionally ſtop his own general 
laws, or vary them. Then they cried unto the Lord 
in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their 
* diſtreſſes.* The whole compoſition is ſublime and com- 


a Rom, xi 36. bia ci iz c at. vi It, d Acts xx. 35. 
e chap. x 38. F Heb i. 3. ; 
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fortable. * The righteous ſhall ſee it, and rejoice, = Y 
© all iniquity ſhall ſtop her mouth ( g). Whoſo is wiſe, 
and will obſerve thoſe things, even they ſhall under- 
© ſtand the loving- kindneſs of the Lord.. | 
To Omnipotent Omnipre/ent love, the care af a auh e uni- 
verſe can be no matter of toil. V i/ling. and doing with 5 
him are quite the ſame; * for in him we live, and move (5) 
and have our being. We are alfo his offspring. 
Mutual inanimate connections, and dependences, fill us 
with aſtoniſhment. The mos u, for its light, upon the fun ; 
the tides, upon both. All heavenly bodies gravitate, the 
leſs to the greater. By this means too, they perform 
their long ſwift courſes ; ſo as to produce admirable ne- : 
ceſſary viciſi tudes, They inſpire a thirſt to * know even 
as we are known (95 which, from this very circum- 
ſtance, we may be certain. will take place. * In thy 
© light /4), ſhall we ſee light.” 
The whole body is kept entire, without our own pe ſonal 
| knowledge. « As thou knoweſt not what is the way of the 
« ſpirit (/), nor how the bones do grow in the womb of 
* her that is with child, even ſo thou knoweſt not the 
* works of God who maketh 11. Thou haſt poſſeſſed my 
© reins ( ; thou haſt covered me, in my mother's womb. 
I will praiſe thee, for l am fearfully and wonderfully 
© made. Marvellous. are thy works, and that my ſoul 
« knoweth right well. How excellent is thy loving-kind- 
* nefs, O God (1), therefore the children of men put their 
« truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings.” Ah, indevout 
Ther is, how difficult is it to bear with thee ! 
Our divine governar is unſpeakably Judicious ! ! His Laws 


£ pfal cvit 6, 42, 43. h Adds xvii, * iT Cor. Xili. 12, 
k Fial AXXVi. 9. TEAS, x} 35 n Plal cxxxis. 13, '4 n Pſal xxxvi.7 
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are equitable His ordinations profit! Correction: them- 
elves yield the peaceable fruits of righteguſneſs (! 
Are not five ſparrows ſold for two Farthings ? And not 
one of them i is forgotten before God. But even the very 
© hairs of your head are numbered (). Let us muſe, and 
give praiſe. Let us truſt, and ſay, * Here we are, do with 


© us what ſeemeth good in thy ſight (2) 


4 4444-44 * I * 


SECTION TIT. 
GOD A GOVERMNOR. 


F: HE kingdom of F:hovah extendeth even to inanimate | 


| creatures ; but has a ſpecial relation to ſuch as are in- 
telligent. He governs them by lau. They are free to act, 
and, of courſe, accountable. For when the Gentiles, whieh 
« have not the written law, do by nature the things contain- 
«ed in the law; theſe, having not the law, are a law unto 
). If our hearts condemn us, much more 
God who is greater than our heart, and who knoweth all 
$ Urings. | Beloved, if ow heart condemn us not (5), then 
have we confidence towards God ; 

Things amiable and beneficia' muſt ever be binding. No 
found mind bet diſlikes the reverſe of /obriety, juſtice and god- 
tine/s in others. Be ye not as the horſe (c), or as the mule 
* which have no-underftanding. Many ſorrows ſhall be to the 
wicked. He hath ſhewed unto thee, O man, that which 
is good (4); to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
* humbly with thy God. "Theſe things are goygonly good, 
but profitable (e). | 8 

A ſure 3 upon all vice, is unſigned piety. * To fear 


o Heb. xii 11. p uke xii. 6, 7. „ 1 Bam a Rom. ii. t4. 
* 1 John iii. 20, 21. C fel, Xxx Ii 9, 10 d Mic,gi. 8. e Lit. ni. 8. 
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© God and to keep his commandments,” from thence ( N 
ii the bo e duty, and the whole happineſs of man. * Be ye 
2 followers imitators rather, of God, as dear children (g]. 
How pleaſant! How beneficial ! © To partake of the divine 
nature (3).“ 

Such meaſures of conduct govern. angels, as outt as Men. 
In aid of virtue, we may both be angry and grieve (i). Be- 
nevslence doth ſtrongly prompt to what is generous. It cane 
not otherwiſe be bleed. How urgent are the parental, and 
all the relative feelings ? Patriotic love leads to great actions. 
Throughout the whole, how judicious i is the moral govern - 

ment of G Wiſdom's ways (4) are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace! Great peace have they which 

- © love thy law /), and nothing ſhall offend them. Righte- 

© ouſneſs exalteth a nation (mJ), but fin is the reproach of 
any people 
Extraordinary . are the uſual effedts of extraor- 
dinary private and public crimes. Shame is a ſuffering next 
to inſeparable from vice. What fruit had ye then in thoſe 
© things (n) whereof ye are now aſhamed ? For the end of 
* © theſe things is death.“ Few people, if any, are able to ſin, 
above reflecting hrrors, Cheering hope is the portion of the 
good. The wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs ; but 
© the righteous hath hope in his death. Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
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SECTION ru. es: 


c RIGHTEOUS FUDGE. b 
ROM ſupreme univerſal dominion, the relative attribute 1 


of judge muſt follow. Thought and refſection bring 1 j 

Ff Ecclef. xii £4. g Eph.y. 1. 52 Peter i. 4; i Mark fi. s. 8 
k Prov. ili, 17. 1 Pfal. cxix- „ m Prov xiv. 3 m Rom, vi. 21. 
p Pfal, xxxvii. 37. | 
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© neſs, either excuſing, or accuſing (aj. What elſe is t 


"F but the voice of God A ricegerent, to determine als | 
"1 and pum/hmenits, agreeable to prevailing diſpofitioh ? Com- 
4 pare 1 Jo. iii 20, 21. Our God ſhall come, and ſhall not 

keep ſilence: The heavens ſhall declare his righteouſnefs: 


(3) for God is judge himſelf. Say among the heathen (e), 


© the Lord reigneth : he ſhall judge the people Tighteouſly. 


He will be juſtified when he n and clear when he 
«* judgeth (4). - * > Y-" 
So, under the Goſpel, but much more Satin =o 
« ud Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall 
© gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
vhich do iniquity; and ſhall caſt them into a furnace of 
fire: there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. Then 


+ ſhall the righteous ſbine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 

their Father.“ Compare with this ver. 47, &c. Chap. xvii, 
31, &c. * The times of ignorance (7) God winked at, but 
now commandeth all men every where to repent. Be- 


* cauſe he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge 

the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath or- 

« dained, whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 

* that he hath raiſed him from the dead.“. | 
Chriſt, our delegated judge, went throug) al ſtates- of 


1 temptation, and knows how to diſtinguiſn. As the Father 
hath life i in bimſelf: ſo hath he given to the ſon to have 


life in himſelf; and hath given him authority to execute 
Judgement, becauſe he is the ſon of man (g).“ A conſti- 
tution of grace, peculiarly relieving to all who are upright. 


1 And that ſervant which knew his Lord's will, and prepar- 


a Rom, ii 15. b Pal. l 3, 6. e Pal. xcvi. 10 d Pfal Bi; 4. 
e Mat. Xii. 41, &c. f Acts xvii. 30, 3m. g Jahn v. 6, 27. 
2 „ 


onfcioufueſt along with them, as to moral goid and evil. 
Outward changes make none here, ſtill conſcience bears wit- 
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© ed not himſelf, neither did according to his will, ſhall be 
© beaten with many ſtripes (3)! Others with fewer. Re- 
ewards and puniſhments will be weighed out with an even 
balance. * Every man according to his own labour Ci) 
He which ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly (4) ; 

© and he which ſoweth bountifully ſha!l reap alſo boun- 


© tifully 1 


Ah, what folly to neglect eternal 8 Who 
« knoweth the power of thine anger C)? Even according to 
© thy fear, ſo is thy wrath. So teach us to number our days, 


that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom.” 


i 
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- AECTEFON: 1 4 
THE FATHER BEST KNOWN FROM CHRIST. + 
HILIP faith unto Jefus 4) ſhew us the father, and 
g it ſufficeth us Jeſus ſaith unto him, have I been ſo 
6 long time with you,and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip? 
He that hath ſeen me hath feen the Father. The words 
© that 1 ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of myſelf: but the father 
© that dwelleth in me, he doth the works“ How pleaſing 
is ſuch an idea! The incomparable mind of Chr? is not 
dazzled by it. He honours his unequalled gifts as commu- 


nicated. He whom the Father hath ſent ſpeaketh the 


© words of God; for God giveth not the ſpirit by meaſure 
© unto him. The father loveth the ſon (5), and hath giv- 
« en all things into his hand. Behold my ſerv: nt whom J 
« uphold (c), mine ele, in whom my ſoul delighteth ; I 
have put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall AY forth judge- 
ment unto the Gentiles (d). 

h Lrke xii, 47, 48. i1 Cor iii. 8. k 2 Conch ix 6, 1 Pfal xc. 11 12. 


a John xiv 8 &c. b Jol n iii. 347 35 e Ita. xlii. 1. 


d comp: re Luke iv. 18, & c. 
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Well might Jeſus ſay, © I ſeek not mine own glory, but 
< the glory of him that ſent me (e). After the cure of a | 


dreadfully inſane perſon (). Return to thine own houſe,” , 1 
ſaid he, and ſhew how great things God hath done unto = 


0 7 G . 


« thee.? Moſt exemplary reverence and humility | So, © they 

« glorified God, ſaying, that a great prophet is riſen up 
among us (g); and that God hath viſited his people.” 
Himſelf was no leſs ſweetly conſcious of the divine preſence, 
and ready to acknowledge it. As the father knoweth 
me, even ſo know I the Father. Father (5), glorify thy 


name. Then came there a voice from heaven, ſaying, I 
© have both gloriked it, and I will glorify it again. 
Thus, the Father loved him (i), becauſe he laid down - 
© his. life for the ſheep.” In ſhort, the Father is all in all to 5 
him, Marvellous Fe/us ! And marvelloufly approved to 
_ the laſt. Behold, by him God made manifeſt in the . 3 
« fleſh (4). The image of the inviſible God C), the firt- Þ | 
© born of every creature.“ Head or chief. Brightneſs o ß  '} 
* his glory (n., What leſs than divine inſpiration could 7 
keep up cloſe to the accounts of ſuch a charaQer, as the ex- 
prels i image of God's an in human W 2 * 


e John xvii. 18. f ks viii 39. f chap. \ vii. 16. b John x. 15 xii, TY 
i John x, 17, K Fo Tim. iii. 16. 1 Cob, i. 15. m n 3 
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FA 2 H A P. 1. 
A PROPHET. 
| SECTION I. 
EXPECTED BY THE ru PEOPLE. 


OME, ſee a man,” ſaid even the woman of Sa- 
maria (a), which told me all things that ever I 

did. Is not this the Chriſt?“ In that very character, 
he was foretold by Mofer (5): The Lord thy God will 
© raiſe up unto thee a prophet, from the midſt of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me, unto him ye ſhall hearken !? 
He was to be, * ſeed of the woman (e).“ A deſcendant of 
faithful Abraham (d). One of ſuperior nature totally 
would not have anſwered. He behoved to be a partaker 
of fleſh and blood. In all things made like unto his 
© brethren (e), ſin only excepted.” 

At the ſame time to be intimately united with God ( 7 ). 
One who could diſcern ſpirits, to be familiar with diſtant 
events, do things miraculous, be inhabited by the God-head 
bodily (g), or ſubſtantially. Hence, a truly divine manife/- 
zation (b), a e of godlineſs, ever till then. Beyond 


a John iv. 29. b Deut. xviii. 15, c Gen. iii. 15. d Gen. i. 2. 3, 
c Heb. ii. 14, 17, f Mat, i. 23, g Col. ii. 9. h 1 Tim hi. I, 6. 
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theſe ideas what power of language, or thought either, can 
carry any one? How amazing, to hear Chriſt ſay i in a 1 
« word, and heal' the abſent * centurion's ſervant (8) 1 
Again (4), Go thy way, the devil is gone out of thy daugh- _ ; 
ter.“ Again (/), I will, be thou clean, and immediately his 
« leprdſy departed. And he came and touched the bier (), | 
© and ſaid, young man, ariſe; and he that was dead fat up, 
© and began to ſpeak : and he delivered him to his mother. 
Lazarus come forth (. And he that was dead,“ and 
buried, came forth.“ Was he got warranted to ſay, he 
4 © that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that ſent me: ? Cloſe, * 
3 cable union! 
I Go your way (o), and tell John what gusgz ye have 
4 ſeen and heard, how that the blind fee; the lame walk; 
© the lepers are cleanſed ; the deaf hear; the dead are 
* raiſed; to the poor the goſpel is preached ; and bleſſed is 
© he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me. If thou be 
not the Chriſt, who art thou ? ſaid the Priefts and Le. 
vites from Feruſalem (p) importing clear and general ex- 
pectation at the time. Upon this was founded the wiſe 
_ men's queſtion from the eaſt; * where is he that is born 
king of the Jews ?? and the chief Prie/ts and Seribes FRO 
In Bethlehem of Judea (). 
A Roman heathen hiſtorian hath ſaid, that the a caſt 
then did teem with ſuch a he %% The fulneſs of time was 
* come (r), when the day-ſpring ftom on high was to viſit 
* mankind (), to give light to them that fat in darkneſs, 
and in the ſhadow of death, to guide their feet into the 
way of peace.” The you were in expectation, and 


4 = 
The 


WE; i Luke vii. 7, Kc k Mark vii. 29 | Luke v. r 3 m Luke vii. 14, 15. 
= nn John xi. 43, 44 xii 4s. o Luke vii, 22, 3 p John i. 19, &c. 
q Mat, ii. a, 3. r Gal iv 4 s Luke i. 78, 79. ut. 15. 
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all men muſed in their hearts of John, whether he were 
© the Chriſt, or not? A ftrong preſumptive evidence to 
ChrifPs divine miſſion, and that of his dctrine. No ſuch 


character, either before or ſince, hath appeared. How 
dangerous, to neglect him (t). And it ſhall come to pals (a), 
that every ſoul which will not hear that prophet, ſhall be 
2 I from among the people.” 


> wh <4: <4 <<: expe peeps: pee pou 5 


SECTION II. 
' CHRIST, AS A TEACHER, MUCH NEEDED. 
CCORDING to ancient prophecy, Chriſt was to be 
an wniver/al ſaviour. * So it is a light thing that thou 
* houldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to reſtore the preferved of Iſrael; I will alſo give 


« thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my 


« ſalvation, unto the end of the earth. I will bring near 
© my righteovuineſs (a), it ſhall not be far off, and my ſal- 
vation thall not tarry; and I will place ſalvation in Zion, 
for Iſrael my glory.” Both very ſuitable to good old 


Simeon words: A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 


glory of thy people Iſrael. A falvation prepared before 
© the face of all people (5). p 

The Gentiles, or Heathens, were ignorant, and groſsly 
idolatrous. Theſe who were civilized as to other arts and 
ſciences, had no religion fit to ſpeak of. They had God: 
many, and Lord: many (c), whom they did often worſhip 
by cruel unnatural /acrifices. Sometimes this too was ſen- 
F441 to an extreme degree. Certain of the more thought- 


t Heb. ii. 2, u Acts iii. 23. alfa. «lix 6, xlvi. 18. b Luke it. 32. 
- © Cor. viii 5. 


r 


of 
oe. 
5 
4 4 4 
* 
5 
92 
« 
$71 
4 $ 
1 
: 
TN 
12 | 
3 
# 2 135 
e 
99 
bl 
"4 
>} 


AC * * . 


OF CHRIST. 5 45 
ful wiſhed a reform ; but conld not ſee how it was pollibler 
and thus fell in with the multitude. flenee that 3 
account in Romans i. from verſe 19. | 

It may ſeem ſcarcely credible, but anſwers to the preſent 
ſtate of other heathens ſtill; and only where Chriſt appears 

doth true light ſhine. This makes its way inte the hearts of 
the poor, as well as learned 4); to make good (e), all 
© ſhall know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt, Hear 
my beloved brethren ( ), hath not God choſen the 
* of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the . 
which he hath promiſed to them that love him. I thank 
© thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for ſo it ſeemed 

good in thy ſight /g). | wn 

He that abideth in me, and I in him (Ihe the ſame 
* briageth forth much fruit? Such a believer will fee, and 

© venerate. One only living and true God. A father, to 

© be worſhipped in fpirit and in truth ? Believe and truſt to 
unerring Providence. Be familiar with a perfect rule of life, 
affured of divine placubiliſy Of grace to help in time of 
© need (/. A covenant of ping and aid, ſealed in the 1 
of its glorious publiſher, 

Ho raviſhing all this ! death aboliſhed too, by ws and 
© immortality brought to light (4).%Þ Duty and recom- 
penſe exemplified in God's own fon. The worſt of infidelr, 
in their beſt hours, muſt revere ſuch a diſpenſation. * How 1 
came the nobleſt endeavours of every former age to be thus [ 
eclipfed ? and that, by one of low outward eſtate, no edu- = 

cation, no human means? © Bleſſed is the people that know 
© the joyful ſound (/; they walk, O Lord, in the light of 
© thy countenance. In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the 


Luke vii 22. e Heb. viii. 1. f James ii. 5. g Matth. xi 26. 
h John xv. 5, iv. 24 i Heb. iv. 16, K 2 Tim, i. 10. 1 tal, Ixxxix. 15, 16. 
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day: and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted.” In 
all Chriſtian countries, thoſe full of /aith have been the moſt 

ſhining characters. And from ſuch the goſpe is beſt under- 
ſtood. How dreadful to oppoſe, or even to * neglect ſo great 
© a ſalvation (m) ? They cannot eſcape. © He that believ- 
eth on the ſon of God n), hath the witneſs in himſelf : 
© he that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, becauſe 
* he believeth not the record that God gave of his ſon. If 
1 had not come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
« fin, but now they have no cloak for "TR fin. He that 
* hateth me, hateth my father alſo o 


4 <<< <<< 1 ; 


Tas WAY oF - CHRIST WISELY PREPARED. 


OHN BAPIIST'S Perſon and Office is thus foretold, 

* the voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, pre- 
© pare ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the deſart 
© a Ligh way for our God (2). Every valley ſhall be ex- 
© alted, and every mountain and hill ſhall be made low; 
and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough 

places plain. And the glory of the Lord ſhall be reveal- 

ed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together.” Though moſtly 
figurative, the words are capable of an eaſy ſpiritual appli- 
cation. The humble and contrite are encouraged. All 
ground of deſpair is taken out of the way. Loftineſs of 
pride is brought down. Oblique fraudulent arts are 
threatened. As alſo raſh paſſionate wrath. Thus, as in 
the caſe of /itera/ pioneers, the way is prepared for Chri/?s 
| admiſſion. And without repentance, none can derive benefit 
from him. 


m Heb i, 2. n I John , io. o John xv. 22, 24 a Ifa. xl, 3. 


o F CHRIST. | | 47 


a But when John ſaw many of the proud Phariſees, | 
and unbelieving Sad ducees come to his Baptiſm (5), be | 
6 ſaid unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth there- 
fore fruits meet for repentance. All are accountable, who 
have knowledge and freedom to act. The ax of divine 
juſtice js /iſted up, to beau down the 1 impenitent, as prejudicial | 
frees, only fit for the Are. N 

© The wrath of God is revealed Som heaven, againſt all 
« unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men (c)!“ Good aworks 
too are effential. © Chriſt came not to deſtroy the law, or the 
© prophets (4, but to fulfil” To make pious and moral 
duties well underſtood, and to enforce them. His name 
is therefore called Jeſus. He was manifeſted to deſtroy 
© the works of the devil {e). Repentance and faith,” ſum 
up the goſpel- doctrine (4). Theſe and the remiſſion of 

« ſins, are to be W in dis name © (2), among all 
nations.“ 

Awake, thou that ſleepeſt (b), and ariſe from the 2 
© and Chriſt will give thee light.“ If grace be withſtood; 
probation, by death, will ſoon cloſe. © The fan is in his 
© hand (1), and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner ; but he will burn up 
© the chaff with unquenchable fire. Now is the accep= 

ted time (4), behold, now is the day of ſalvation. Who 
#4 can boaſt of to morrow (/? Man knoweth not his time (): 
* as the fiſhes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 
birds that are caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons 


* of men ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly 
upon them.“ 


b Mat. iii, > Io. - Dow: i, 18, d Mat, v,.17. 1, at . er John ni, 3, 
fk Acts xx, 21. g Luke xx.v, 47. U. Eph, v, 14. i Mat. iii, 12. 
k 2 Cor, vi, 2, IProv, xxvii. 1. m Eccl, ix, 12, | 
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'H gl + SECTION IV. 


CHRIST INJUGURATED.. 


HEN all the people (2) were baptized, it came 
to paſs, that Jeſus alſo being baptized and pray- 

© ing, the heaven was opened ; and the Holy Ghoſt de- 
* ſcended in a bodily ſhape, like a dove upon him, and a 

voice came from heaven, which ſaid, thou art my beloved 
© ſon, in thee I am well pleaſed.” Jeu, though he had no 
© fin to confeſs, would honour 7o4bn as a prophet. Then, 
© as above, was he entered upon facred office? Though the 
ſhape, in which divine illumination was comm unicated, was 
bodily ; yet the form is not aſcertained. It might be lumi- 
nous, Or fiery, like what befell the ape/iles, afterwards (5). 

Fi "The ſoft manner of a dove was fitly cholen, to characterize 

=_—_ the gentlene/* of Jeſus and the ſpirit. 

3 Now more enlightened than ever, and owned from above, 

; the Baprin might well ſay, And I knew him not (e); 
but he that ſent me to baptize with water, the ſame ſaid 
\ © unto me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the ſpirit deſcending 
and remaining on him, the ſame is he which baptizeth 
y * with the Holy Ghoſt. And 1 ſaw, and ever after that, 


6 
6 


; bare record, that this is the ſon of God.“ The multitude 
£1 ſaw and heard enough, to excite their attention; though 

\ leſs clear, it is probable, than in the caſe both of Fejus and 

his forerunner. 


Behold, the wonderful conſiſtancy of ſcripture ieee 
even where things were out of the line of all former 
thought as well as experience No ſtudied ornaments are 
made uſe of, to embelliſh theſe. They are leſt to ſpeak for 
themſelves. A ſtupendous ſcene indeed! Yet carried on 


a Luke iii, 2, 22 b ts ii, 1, Kc. o Jehn i, 33, 34. 
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aa fore afterwards, without the ſmalleſt aid from litera» 
ture. Subſequent miracu bu fads are now N 88 
ported. Surely the hand of God is here! b 

Sacred influences are likelieſt to be met wich, in a way 


of divine ordination. Or, by a regular uſe of his own means. 
+ Bleſſed is the man that heareth me (4), watching daily at 
Nm gates, ben at the poſts of my doors. Aſk, and ye-, 


© ſhall receive (6) ; aſk of God (c), who givetch to all men 
« liberally, and upbraideth not. Special divine refidence'is 
with the mert (d). The dove-like ſpirit abides not with any 
otuer. The proud he ſeeth afar off (e).“ None have a 
righteous call to ſacred office, who are diſqualified. * Tnelb- - 


nation without literature will not do. We are of God { f}, 


© he that knoweth God heareth us. Hereby know we the 
«truth, and' the ſpirit of error? How much more ought 
we to hear the beloved fon of God himſelf ! He ever will be 
delighted in, by all who would reſemble the father. © Av 
* many as are led by the Re of God (2), . are un 

6 fons of God. 3 i 


* — 4. * —ͤů— 
SECTION v. 
CHRIST SUPERIOR 70 "JOHN. 


IT H great nobility of temper the baptiſt Laid to his 

8 di /ciples (6). He muſt increaſe, but JL muſt de- 

« creaſe.” The luſtre of his chic would in a very litle 
while outfhine his. * He was declared to be the ſon of 
* God with, power (i). There were no limitations either as 
* to. his wiſdom or firength in working. All things were 


2 Prov. viii, 34. g Mar. » 7. ce James Lo. d Pfal. x xv, 9. 
e Pio vi 11. f + Joby | iv. 6 g Rom. viii, 14, h John ii. 30, 
i Rom, 1 45 | 1 | 
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given into his hand (c). The fulneG of the, god-head. bo- 
0 dily (4. So it pleaſed the father.“ Many of his % iſcave- 
ries were new; juſt from Ref | or above aſt; * el 


of theſe as a familiar. 
© The only begotten, which i is in i the boſim of the Father, 


he hath declared him (e), Elis nature, government, 
purpoſes of grace or will. And of his fulneſs have all Wwe 
* received, and grace for grace.” Rich, free, accumulated. 


© This is the record that God hath given us eternal life (57); 
and this life is in his Da He ſpeaks of that, as an cye 


and ear witne/;. His words * were new, ſublime, authori- 
© tative (g); all in pron that the er loved him ſu-⸗ 
© pereminently (3). TEE VEE 
Happy they who, like Joby B. delight! in a the 3 
of others. Such help to enliven the ſable walks of life. 
Chriſt's origin, even as that of Adam, was by the immedi- 
ate power of Cod. He could, therefore, bring into the world 
along with him no impure mixture. He increaſed in wiſ- 
dom (i), and ſtature, or age, and in favour with God 
© and men. After baptiſm, the ſpirit of the Lord was 
© upon him (4), to preach.” And compare chap. xlii. 1, &c. 
The wiſe order of communication to Jeſus, as man, might 


. 


be gradual; ſo as to augment the delight of privileges. 
In time, he could and did ſay (J), all things are delivered 
to me of my father.” The. viſible mani/e/tation of his glor. ' 


was then progre eſſive, till be could ſay, * it is finiſhed ( m). | 


And fo prepare for all power in heaven and earth (z).?. EE 


For, to which of the angels, { ſaid he, at any time (). ſit on 
my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footſtool.” 


Think what an honour God hath done to human na- 
e John i i. 18, 16, f r John v, rr, 


h "it, d Col ii, i, 4 31 
<] en e y ; Tube bi, 52, k Ia Ixi, c. 2, 


Mat. vii. 19 h John! 1,35, 
y Mat, xi, 27, m m jonn xix, 30, un Mat, xx viii, 18, © Heb, i, 13, 
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— aſhamed to call them brethren (20% ' Let us be confi. 


 faviour, by appointing him a forerunner. * And thou, 


„„ ,, 2 4 

ture! 1 « Chriſtians, too, 8 [ God's: wwitding 6% be . 
+ * ye not, that Jour body i is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, WET 
= which 3 is in Von, which ye have of God; and ye are not 4 


© your own Both he that lanckifßieth, and they who are | 
«Aandified, are all of one; for which cauſe, he is not 


"rent; for, if any man defile 1 temple of God 0 ih, 
4 him ſhall God MENT: ILSS 
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SECTION L 
A * ENCOUR AGES REL LIG 10 US INQUIRY. 


* H E R EVER PEAT is Sanger of being miſtaken, 
V evidence ought to be the more maturely weighed ; 
and they teach beſt, who let in this gradually upon the mind. 
The wiſdom e of God took that method to introduce eur divine 


* child,” ſaid Zacharias ca), pointing to his fon, who was ' 
afterwards the baptiſt; * ſhalt be called the prophet of the 


9 higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go before the face of the Lord, 


pt Cor, i, 9, vi, 195 q Heb, * 1 Cor, li, 17 a Luke i, 76 Ke. 
2 


— 


* 
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3 to prepare his ways; to give knowledge 1 ſalvation "M 


his people, by the remiſſion of their ſins, through the ten- 
der mercy. of our God; whereby the day-ſpring from on 
* high hath viſited us.” So gradually dd the fun of * 


beouſneſs ariſe. | 
_ Himſelf too, did thus dawn upon, : and athioats the i in- 


_ guifitive, till they were fully guided into the way of peace. 


An agreeable example of which, among many. others, may 


be ſeen John i. from verſe 35. * John ſtood, and two of 


« his diſciples, and looking upon Jeſus as he walked, he 


 * faith, behold the lamb of God. And the two diſciples 
© heard him ſpeak, and they followed Jeſus. Then Jeſus 
. © turned and ſaw them following, and faith unto them, what 


s ſeek ye? they ſaid unto him, maſter, where dwelleſt thou? 


He ſaith unto them, come, and ſee. They came, and 


* ſaw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day. 
* After which one of them ſaith to Simon, his brother, we 


© have found the Meſſiah. And he brought him to Jeſus. 


© And when Jeſas beheld him, he ſaid, thou art Simon, 


* the ſon of Jonah : thou. ſhalt be called Cephas, which is 


© by interpretation, Peter, a pillar, or ſtone. 

© The day following, he findeth Philip, and ſaith unto 
0 bind; follow me. Philip findeth Nathaniel, and ſaith unto 
him, we have found him of whom Moſes in the law, and 
the prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth. And Natha- 
© niel faid unto him, can any good thing come out of Na- 
* zareth? Philip ſaith unto him, come and fee. Jeſus ſaw Na- 
* thaniel coming to him, and ſaith of him, behold an Iſraelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile. Nathaniel faith unto him, 
« whence knoweſt thon me? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
© him, before that Philip called thee, when thou waſt under 
< the fig · tree, I ſaw thee. Nathaniel anſwereth and faith 


_ © unto him, Rabbi, thou art the ſon of God, chou art the 


King of Iſrael.“ 
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* 


- Happy iffues of teachable modeſt: inquifition ; as well as 

es of lenity towards their weatreſes. * A. bruiſed reed 

+ ſhall he not break; the ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench, 

he ſhall bring forth judgement unto truth (a). Then ſhall ' 

e know (5), if ye follow on to know the Lord: his 
going forth is prepared as the morning; and he ſhall 

© come anto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain 

« tinto the eartli. - As then, * ſo ſtill, he carries the lambs 

© in his boſom (e), and gently leads thoſe that are with 
young. In his majeſty he rides proſperouſly, becauſe of 
truth, and meekneſs, and righteouſneſs (d). To ſee, and 

_ converſe with Fe/us, out of his word, is the ſure way to 
Son up in all things to him who is the head E pe 
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SECTION E 06 Sh 43 Fi 
"CHRIST'S DOCTRINE. FULLY. $ATISFIES. 


1 UD ING to common water; * Jeſus ſaid unto the 

k © woman of Samaria, whoſoever drinketh of this 

© ſhall thirſt again : but whoſoever drinketh of the water | 
that I ſhall give him, hall never thirſt; but the water 

* that-T ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of water 

* ſpringing up into everlaſting life J). It yields pure im- 

by mediate ſatisfaQion to both mind and heart. Nothing pre- 

ferable i is left to hope for, or deſire. It warms ang fets'in 
motion every active power of the ſoul to do good. | 

Ho every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters 110 2), 
and he that hath no money. Here is grace for grace (5). 

Divine favour of all ſorts, and ſuperabounding. Unto 

5 * the poor the goſpel 1 is preached (#). Tea, bleſſed are 


. Ali 3, b Hol, vi 3, c : ta, xl xr, "4 Plal, we. e Eph, . 15 
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We pvor in ſpirit (#); for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, 
He that believeth on me (J), as the ſcripture hath faid, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. Conſo- 


=. - dation pure andiinexhauſtible. The dedrine of Chrift adapts 
. 5 iff to the beſt of all human appetite; ; that for immortality. 
1 1. removes evety obſtacle from gui? and n in the 


+ Wi No inferver enjoyment is 1 to exclude 8 The 
d world, being alone, is too intls for true ſpiritaal thirſt. Only 
| an finite good can anſwer, _ * Wherefore dv ye ſpend mo- 
©'ney for that which is not bread (? And your labour 
for that which fatisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul de- 

* light itſelf in fatneſs. More condeſcendingly ſtill, © incline 
your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your ſoul ſhall 
oy © live; and I will make an everlaſting 'covenant with you, 

Ke - even the ſure mercies of David.“ Where, ſave in Chriſt, 

| . dave we to look for ſuch an yet?? * Behold, I have given 
bim for a witneſs to the people, a leader and. a command- | 
| 3 This life is in his ſon (a).. 
| Him hath the father ſealed (6). In Chriſt ſhall all be 
BY © made alive (p). Bot every man in his own order: Chriſt 


Jon — — )—— — 


A | the firſt fruits, afterwards they that are Chriſt's, at his 
dccoming. Which hope we have as an anchor to the ſoul, 
„ 1 both fare and ſteadfaſt (y), and which entereth into that 

; : © within the veil, whither the forerunner is for us ee, 


j even Jeſus.” 

I Then the well of living water reaches to the height of 
its origin. It ſprings up, in eſſence, the ſame; but il 
purer and more quenching by continuance. The life of 
| heaven, in the end is the * life of God,” or a divine na- 


8 K Mat . John vi, 48, m Iſa, Iv, 2, 3.4, n t John v, to, 
©:Jolin vi 27, Þ 1 Cor. A, 2%, 23, 4 Heb, vi, 19, 20, 
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thouſands of volumes. More hearts eaſe to an upright pe- 
vitent foul. How foblime, Ins * are e * 


.T xr mm 8 . 55 


* urs (rl. 10 e of eig head neſh (7) 2 e Eſal. 
© xyii. ultimo. "There is more in the New Te/fament, than. in 


Wannen eee ee 
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SECTION, III. 


CHRIST'S DOCTRINE 18 AUTHORS. 
ED BY MIRACLES. 


| T*. works per formed by * our bleſſed Lord, no man 


* could have done, without God (a). And we be- 
© held his glory ; the glory as of the begotten of the father.” 


| No appeal to human reaſen could be more clear, ſimple, 
and popular. I will, be thou clean (5). How aftonith- 
ing! All his ſupernatural works were beneficent, moſt of 
them open, and inflantanerus. | They are narrated without 
art; and have no encomiums. Znemie; of the bigheft 


Tank, ftrove to W but bad it not in e er to 


<a them. 1 
How elſe could the wor have been bronght te a belief 


a of his divine miſſion ? Such a miracle, after he was crucified, 
had been greater than the whole former ones together. 


An admirable balance to his. low outward:eftate. * Then the 
© eyes of the blind (c) ſhall be opened, and the ears of the © 
deaf ſhall be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame man leap as 
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſing, for in the wilder- 


* 4 nefs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſart.“ 


In performing certain of his Miracles, there was a con- 


Apicuous Siplay: of * devout regards. And, looking up to 


T-2 Pet, i, . $4 Tim, iv, g. a John iii, a, i, 14, b Luke v. 13, 
| it, arb, 5, 6, ; ET 
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heaven la), he ſighed, and ſaith, Ephphatha, that is, be 

© opened, and ſtraightway his ears were opened, and the 

©firing of his tongue was looſed, and he ſpake plain And 

1 before feeding five thouſand with five loaves, and two 

N [ 1 © fiſhes / b) ; | he gave thanks.“ And, at the raiſing up of 

2 Vi © Lazarus from the dead, Jeſus lift up his eyes and ſaid, 

© Father, 1 thank thee that thon haſt heard me. And I 

7 © knew that thou heareſt me always (e). 8 

- He proſtituted none of his mighty works to private afſee- 

ö tions. Jeſus faith unto her, that is, Mary his mother, 

| | who had ſaid unto him, they have no wine; Woman, what 

0 have I to do with thee, in matters of this ſort ? Mine 

4 © hour is not yet come (4).“ There was alſo a grace in his 

: whole manner. Sometimes a beautiful gradation, and in 

30 the fitteſi moment. And, when the Lord ſaw the widow 

* at Nain (e), following the dead body of her ſon ; he had 

© compaſſion, and ſaid unto her, weep not. And he came, 
and touched the bier, and ſaid, young man, I fay unto | 

* thee, ariſe. And he delivered him to his mother, 

Ne was ever prudently mild and condeſcending ; ; 6 healed 

all that were oppreſſed of the devil (/); foreſaw and pro- 

vided againſt abuſe: though grave, encouraged courteous 

-civilities ; did every thing well. In ſhort, doth ſurpaſs. 
our n Nai. | 


* 
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SECTION IV. 


THE CANDID WERE MUCH AFFECTED BY HIM. 


A 8 Jeſus went about all the cities and villages teach- 
ing 8). and preaching the goſpel of the kingdom, 


— 


3 Mark Vil, 34, 35. b John vi, 11. c John xi, 4r, 4, d John i Is, 4. 
e Luke vii, 12 f Acts x, 38, g Mat, ix. 35. 


0 r CHRIST: 3 37 


« _ healing every fickneſs and every diſeaſe among che 
© people ; the multitudes: marve!led,” ſaying, It was never 

© ſo ſeen 1 in Ifrael (a). Nor could he be withheld often from 
dread of eauſeleſs, eruel, phariſaic cenſure ;. * he pho 5 
© out devils by the prince of devils “. 

His miracles and doctrine were as 4 like 1 NR 
Bat neither of them could be endured. by exyys which 
loves to feed upon wretcheineſs. Leaders of this ſort, are 
more malrvolent than any others. They will dare both to 
Balpheme and murder. The mu Titude cannot be ſufficiently 
aware of their influence. By their, fruits e, * 1 

them (5). dr they are rareniug wen 


| —— e4p- eyes EAGLE 3 
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CHRIST'S WORDS SE ASONABLE and AFFECTING. 
TFT VERY. renewal of intercourſe. with an excellent pat: 
tern, warms and cheriſhes the beſt affectiuns. Of 
| our Blefſed Lord, the Evangelical Prophet thus ſpeaks, Be- 
© hold my ſervant ſhall deal prudently, he ſhall be exalted, 
band extolled, and raiſed very high (c).“ He never broke in 
upon either extreme grief, or prejudices of a ſudden ; but 
ſeems, as though inclined, for a time, to reſpe& both. 
What manner of communications are theſe 4), that ye 
have one to another, as ye walk, and are fad ? He finds 
no direct fau/t, then, with the two diſciples going to En- 
mate, for their ſorrows, and their imperfect belief, which 
led to them; but yields, for à time, to both. Their 
wrong ideas were mixed with good ſeutiments. He wget 
a mixed ſtate of hope and fear. 4 . 

Next, as they could bear, he ſays to them, 6 eagle not 


2 a Mat, i in, 33, 34. b Mat. xv. 10 "5. c Ia. lk [3, d Luke KXiV, 17 


— 
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Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe ihinjee, and to r Laws 3 Ris 
glory (2) * After wards, beginning at Moles, and all the 
prophets, he expounded to them, in all the ſeriptures, the 
things concerning bimſelf.“ The ekkerks of his mild pru- 
dence, was their entire conviction.” Did not our heart 
-G "burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
© white he opened to us the ſcriptures ? They now ſee with | 
deep concern, how flow of heart they had been to be- 
* lieve/ Their hearts warm in proportion to the weak- 
neſs, or folly rather, they had ſo lately ſuffered under. 
They now here him witneſr, as many ' others before them 
had done, and wondered at the gracious words which p 
© proceeded out of his mouth. So the officers? which were 
ſent by the * chief Prieſts and Phariſees to bring Jeſus unto 
© them (c, anſwered, never man ſpake like this man. How 
bleſſed are they, who delight in the calm ſober diſcuffion 
of religiout principle aud ruler? We have too. ſhort ali tife, | 
for anxiety about /maller concerns ; and ought, as much as 
poſſible, to / conſider and provoke one another (4) unto 
love, and to good works.“ This gives many and good 
days to our preſent precarious exiſtence. O houſe of Ja- 
© cob (e), come 7e, and let us n or 115 TY of the 
Lord. yy 1 
Another n en aden eie we 1 of the above AN 5 
dence in the woman of Samaria (F). Our bleſſed Lord 
knew, that though a groſs /inner, ſhe had ſome excellent 
qualities. To theſe he applies, with a view to her conver- 
fron. Her birth and education, among a mixed uncivilized 
people, were pitiable ; and met with much forbearance | ſhe 
is brought on, by degrees, to uſeful diſcourſe and the iſſue, 8 


2 Lake X&iv, Ka 27, 3%. 25 b Luke iv. 22. c John vii 46.d Heb. x. 24. 
e Iſa. ii. 5, f John chap. iv. 


o CHRIST, % 
at length, becomes x ſaving ene. She teaches tranſꝑreſſors 
God's ways,“ and a multizude, Ser, are * ee 


« over unto, him.“ „ flew poithe ti hect 5 Oban We 
bs 3 Late 55 5 3 
e "SECTION YET. 1 05 . 
Pe I OCHRIST 5 Tt, T0: RAE) nn! 
« ry rr that be whole need not a Phyſician, 1 but hy 


i that are ſick (g): that is, people ſpiritually diſeaſed” 
and yet ignorant of their ſad ſtate Much t is neceſſary | 
here; and Ju, in this view, is greatly to be admired. He 
diſcerns intuitively the maladies of the ſoul ; and adopts his 
reſtorative. means accordingly. He fees through erb 
e and makes a nice, beneficial dl ifindion. TS 
The * parab/e of the Publican and the Phariſee, jeaves no 
room to /e// uftifying meaſures.” The diſeaſe and the remedy 
meet at once together. * I tell you, that this man,” wo 


hardly dared to pray, went down to his houſe Juſtified, 


rather than the other (hb): for every one that exalteth him-" 


ſelf ſhall be abaſed ; and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 


© exalted.” With what addreſs doth he meet the tempting 

lawyer ? He is obliged, however e to anſwer him 

ſelf ! * Go ye and ſhew mercy likewiſe (5j.% 8 
Joint attacks made upon his ſpiritual ſtill, are ſimilarly 


conſounded. The evil deſigning Herodians marvel, and 


c left him. And when the multitude heard his diſcourſe 
© to the Sadducees, they were aſtoniſhed at his d6Qrine. In 
* ſhort, no man was able to anſwer him a word ; neither” 


durſt any man, from that day forth, aſk bim any more 


s queſtions (4)? 8 | * 


g Math ix 12, } Þ:. xviil. ro, K 5 i Lu x 0 1 
| * Matth. XXII. 15, 23, 33, 46, &c. | Y 
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AK che ſame time, he preſeribed his meant of nd Whh 
Pars even to alloniſpment. 6 Friend, wherefore 
art thou come (/)? Judas, betrayeſt thou the Son of Man 
© with a kiſs? Suffer ye thus far, and he touched his ear, 
and healed him. Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for 


me, but weep for yourſelves, and for your children, e. 
Verily, I ſay unto thee, this day ſhalt thou be with me in 


* paradiſe (m I ae in pot How . 
excellence 455 RESI *. 5 
Our divine pinion i is 9 3 wo A good. manner. in 
every thing. He knew how and when to Smpathize, He. 


Vas eyer ſweetly off ad e, and yet ever mind ful of his own 


4 gnity. 5 When he ſaw the multitude, he was moved with 
6. compaſſion 4, ; becauſe they fainted, and were ſeattered 
abroad as ſheep having no ſhepherd (2).“ So, from like 
campaſſion hz ſaid to the widow of Nain, following the corpſe 
of an only child to his grave, aver not o) Yea, at one time, 
* Jeſus wept 2 And how 1 5 is he in ſuch mark of 
friend/hip to a beloved fami] 75 From like Engl oo. he 
ſuffered and died). | 
Wonderful hind bea' er of diſtempered ſouls! He ſpurned. 
not any of the. Numerous applications that were made to him, 
though the ght, in certain cafes, behoved to be nauſeous. 


Je did eat with publicans and finners, to do them good, at 


the expence of being calumniated (9g). Adorable Jus! 

Both for /ki/l and method, thou art altogether lovely! How 
much did he bear, from the flow apprehenſion even of his 
own Apeſties ? All along, he is properly aware of his dix ni. 


fied miſſion. * is above being W ; above any  - 


Mean. 


4 


I Matth xi zo. W Id xxii. 49 31, 646, 46 1 N. ia 36, 


© Lu. vii. 13. p J». xi 35. 24 Matth. ix II. 


. . > 
1 ES, © 7 c HR 1s 1. | 5 5 62 To 


79 Many out works 8 I ſhewed you. obi my 1 TE; 
(a) * för which of thoſe works do ye ſtone "me ? 1 eher 


© taught in the ſynagogue,” and in the temple (s); 3, "why = | 
© aſkeſt thou me? Aſk them that heard me. If 1 have 2 
ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil. To one who had been 


guilty of a very groſs outrage 3 * but-if well, why ſmitelt | 
thou me? How worthy throughout is the Lord Jar | 

of our eftzem and admiration ! Never any other was qualified 
to heal, as he was Let us, by bis rd; eee | 
all our maladie. dae 1 lxi· 1 wer) wy 1 


022 nern V gw” * | 


SECTION. VII. 


CUR IST'S ME Ho WITH THE MULTITUDE. 


AYS St. John, ( a) © when Jeſus \ was in Jeruſalem, at the 
©* paſſover, on the feaſt-day, many believed in his name, ; 
0 ts they ſaw the miracles which he did. But he did 
not commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew all men: "I 
or, as follows, aht was in nan. Even the well affected at 
firſl, need time, with new endeavours to confirm chem ; elſe _ 


| their weakne/s being wrought upon by evil arts, may pre 
greatly prejudicial to thoſe who truſt in them. 


What a remarkable evidence of this have we, Lu. i iv. 22. 
compared with ver. xxviii. 29. And all bare him witneſs, 
and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of his mouth.“ And yet, upon telling them one ſingle 
diſagreeable tiuth, in but a few moments afterwards, N 


they in the ſynagogue were filled with wrath, and 5 up 


and thruſt him out of the city, and led him unto the brow 
of the hill, whereon their city.was built, that they mae 
* caſt him down headlong. But he miraculouſly palin 


1 Jon. T5 "eb 9 I 40, 21 23. . chap, i 11 23, 24 


— 


62 or CARIST. 

6 through thi mids of chem, went his way to pie, 
© where the multitude were aſtoniſhed : at his doctrine: for 
© his word was with power.“ 

Another remarkable example we have, in Paul and 
Barnabas at Lyſtra, Acks xiv. 13; where the heathen 
© Prieſts would have done ſacrifice unto them as gods, and 
© they with the people could ſcarcely be reſtrained ;* never- 
thelefe, in a few moments after, inſtigated by certain Fews, 

they ſtoned Paul, and drew him out of the city, ſuppoſing 
he had been dead.“ So mobile are they, whoſe pains 


change with whatever is new. 7-/us, wiſely aware of this im- 


ye continue in my -words, then are ye my diſciples indeed: 
* and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 
© free.” He knew, and it ought to be attended to by all, 
© that there are thoſe who hear the word (4, and anon with 
joy receive it: yet have they not root in themſelves, but 
dure for a while only.“ Such are not haſtily to be confid- 
ed in. Like natural tempeſt they often ſpend themſelves by 
their own /orce.. 
_ Gratue/ inſor mation, after che manner of Fehr i is the beſt 
method of doing them permanent good. Hence prejudices, 
errors, and vice, are beſt overcome. A. /ingle inſtance of this 
ſort is more creditable, than the raſh applauſes of a multi 
tude They become noble, manly and ſteadfaſt, who take 
time to digeſt evidence. A leſſon of peculiar aptitude to the 
91g and lender. Indeed to all who may have ſnares laid 
for them. And there went great multitudes, ſays St. 
Luke (e) © with him: and he tui ned and ſaid unto them, if 
any man come unto me, and hate not,“ that is, love not 
lefs, his Father, and Mother, and Wife, and Children, and 
+ Brethren; yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſ- 


c Jo. viii. 3 1, 32. d Mat th xiii, 20, 21, e xiv. 25, &c. 


TAL LES was at pains to confirm his diſciples; ſaying, (c) if 
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* ciple.? This was plain uſeful dealing. 1. leg to an ho-, 


neſt. brave profeſſion. 
Bleſſed be they, who inſtruct aber this. manner. Who 


lay a right foundation for Headſa a/ineſs. Who truſt not to 
the breath of an inſtant applauſe ho lead to the increaſe 
of zeal, with years and difficulties. * Ye, therefore, belov-_ 
© ed, ſeeing ye know theſe things before (a), beware leſt ye 
* alfo, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall 
from your own ſteadfaſtneſs. But grow in grace, and in 
© the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
To him be glory both now and ever.” Amen. 


s 


manner 
SECTION VIII. 


CHRIST'S METHOD WITH YOUNG CONVERTS. 
O Blefſed Lord, in the beginning of real e 
did not lay arduous difficulties, which might be avoid- 
ed, before them: but proceeds by degrees, from what was 
more eaſy. He would not * put new friſky wine into old 
leathern bottles,” as himſelf repreſents it (a). A fit leſſon 
for all ſubſequent tea bert. There is * a time to mourn, 
6 and a time to rejoice ; a time to weep, and a time to 
* laugh (5) #? and each of theſe, are to be ſtudied. The 
thread wern garment, will not bear to be filled up with. 
what is new and ſtrong Behold, © how the ſervant of the 
* Lord in teaching, did deal prudently ( c). 
For like reaſon, he made uſe of fmilitudes, match.” for a a 


| while,” were not fully to be. underſtood. They ſtuck faſt 
however in the memory, till time, and future- incidents, . 


did ſerve to explain them. He knew not neither what it 
was to attack prejudices all at once, and in direct form; 


but, ſomewhat obliguely, This was not only lawful, bur. 


a 2 Pet. iii. 19, 18, b Luke Ve 370 


c Eccl. iii. 4, 36. d Ia. Iii. 42. 


or en RIS r. 


Þ ighly expedient. Di guſt, if poſſible, ought never to be ex - 
eited. Different /tuations admit of different means. Hap- 
py they who attend to this. It is enough, if the way be 


led to God and duty with ſucceſs. A. zeal, with knowledge, 
under implored divine influence, will not preſcribe amiſs. 
The reverſe thereof is arrogant, bold, and provoking, - 


The clear ſcripture rules, ſupported by our blefſed Lord's 
4 example, are to be calm, apt to teach, a even 


« white we inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe themſelves (aj. To 


«reſtore them who be overtaken in a fault (5) with the 


« ſpirit of meekneſs. To bear one another's burdens; 
and ſo fulfil the Jaw of Chriſt. 


To beware of uncommanded aufterities. To * feed babes 
© with milk, and not with ſtrong meat (4). Not even to 
over burden memory but to aid rather by familiar phraſes, 
and brief compariſons. As much as in us lies, to accom- 


modate i:/tr udtion to age and faculties ; to catechiſe ſim- 


ply (e); To read /efures upon the hiſtory of him who did 


all things well: and whoſe life is the ſlandard of our reli- 


gion. My ſheep hear my voice, and [ know them, and 
« they follow me .“ 


© He did not cry, nor lift up ( 5, nor cauſe his SOR to 


be heard in the ſtreet. A bruiſed reed he did not break, 
a ſmoking flax he did not quench. He. came down like 


© rain upon the mown graſs, as ſhowers that water. the 


© earth.” So ſweet. and mild ſhould every teaching parent 
be, having [tore of grace poured into their lips. Who is 
« a wiſe man (5), and endowed with knowledge among 
you? let him. ſhew, out of a good converſation, his works, 
a 1 Tim ii, 24, &c. b Gal. vi. t, 2. c Rom uv. t. d Heb.v 12. 


e Prov xxii. 66 f [cho x. Suh g ifa zlii. 3, 4. Ixxii. 6, xiv. 2. 
h James ii. 1. N | 


If ſtrong ), to bear 
« the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves.? 
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; e CHRIST. 


with meckneſs of wiſdom... Vea, all of you be ſu [ 
* * another ( a), and be clothed with buaulity.” - 


—— 4-4-4 „ — 


; SECTION 
CHRIS 7's ME THOD. WITH : STR9 ING FAITH. ; 


ON,” ſaid our bleſſed Lord to one of great belief and | 


truſt, be of good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven 
thee (5).* The object in view was truly pitiable: and 


one who had no doubt been a prime mover to the appliea- 5 


tion made for relief. He might have become penitent, 
from his ſevere ſuffering; hears of 'a Saviour, and would 
be carried to him. Nor pain, nor dread of ridicule” did 
prevent this. 
recompenſed. 


He refufes no terms. Is ning to be declared a Ane: 
and no leſs anxious for ritual than a bodily cure. Fe ſur, 
therefore, inſtantly. befriends him. Faith ard charity toge- | 
ther are his. delight. 


And both are now before him, in 
the ſufferer, and in the conduct of his generous friends, 


Their joint works were like prayer.” * And the effectual 
fer vent prayer of the righteous did much avail (e. The 


Lord did raiſe him up.“ | | 

There is a ſweetneſs. of manner in the Add, indi eating 
divine readineſs to forgive... © Son, be of good: cheer.* What 
an high favour is this ſhewed through” him to all future 
ages! At once »feGionate and dignified ! He relieves, par- 
dons with candeſcenſſon and true majeſty. In the. face of 
pharifaic pride, all this was done ; and to that, he thus an- 


ſwers, Whether is eaſier to ſay, thy ſins be forgiven thee ; ; 


or to lay, ariſe, and walk * But the former method has 


at Pet. v 5. b Mat. i ix. 2 d Mat. ix. 5. 


c James v. 16. 


KEN 


4 


IK & 


An illuſtrious; pattern of e ws And * | 


2 
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deen taken, © that ye may know, that the ſon of man hath 
power on earth to forgive ſins. Then, turning to the ſick 
of the pally, he faith, ariſe, take up thy bed, and go unto | 
© thine houſe. And he aroſe and departed.* No wonder, 
* when the multitude ſaw it, they marvelled, and aden 
Gods, which had given ſuch power unto men fa. 

; Equally great and good is Fe/aus here. He W not, 
amidſt captious cruel enemies, to appropriate to himſelf 
one of the molt peculiar. divine attributes. Nothing to hu- 
man weakneſi, can be more conciliating. Like him, let us 
adviſe, with generous beneßcence. Let us conſider one 
another (5), to provoke unto love, and to good works, 
* Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify God (c).“ See, and weep 
with them that weep (4) when nothing better can be 

: done. Such fights lead to mercy. 


. 


4 © CONTIN UED : 2 

NE under a loathſome, contageous. ditemper, ſaid to 
our bleſſed Lord (e), If thou wilt thou canſt make = 
me clean.” A mark of /rong faith, accompanied with 7 . 
other ſtriking pious and moral beauties. Says St. Matthew, (f) JI 
© he came and worſhipped him,” as an eminent Prophet. 
He modeſtly beſought a cure, urging his plea from this 

- amazing conviction, that he needed only to will, FR 
And Jeſus put forth his hand, and touched him, {aying, 
« I will, be thou clean; and e his leproſy was 
cleanſed.“ What conpaſſion ! What Muje/ly ! He is 
fairer than the children of men (g): altogether lovely!“ 
Nor ought we to forget of him who is ſo powerful y graciou:, 
that he is the ſame to- day, yeſterday, and for ever (g). 


a Mat. K 7, 8. b Heb x. 14. 8 Mat. v. 16, d Rom 15.1 5. 
E Nn 1 46, i F113, 9 Pal Av, Is 5 Hcb iii 2, 
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How f ſure vl thi pardon, aſfiflance; and efernuÞ life of z 
true believer be in ſuch hands! If ye abide in me, and my 
* words abide in you Cd, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it 
ſhall be done unto you. For it hath pleaſed the father, that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell (e). I the lord have cal- 
© led thee in righteouſneſs, and will held thine hand; and 


Iwill keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 


for a light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the priſoners from the priſon, and them that my in 


© darkneſs out of the priſon houſe.* © | 7 bs 


At times, and for new exerciſe to Ancere be 175 che Lord 


Jus did ſeem to delay, if not even to ſhiſt applicationt from 
thence; yet never left them long without tender noti ae. The 
caſe of the two blind men is much in point . After ſuf. 


fering them, for a while to cry, © thou fon of David have 
* mercy on us,” and putting a ſuitable queſtion to them for 
the benefit of others, he touched their eyes, ſaying, accord- 
ing to your faith, be it unto Fu: And, ee their 


6 eyes were opened.” 


| So, © when there came a certain ruler, and er e 
* him, ſaying, my daughter is even now dead; but come, 


and lay thy hand upon her, and ſhe ſhall live.“ Such pow- 


er of belief meets with an inſtant favourable return. And 
« Jeſus aroſe, and followed him.“ In the way thither, * Be- 
hold a certain” long afllited * woman came behind him, 
and touched the hem of his garment. For ſhe ſaid with- 
* in herſelf, if I may but touch his garment, I ſhall be made 


whole. Jeſus turned him about, and ſaid, daughter, be of 


good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And 


© the woman was made whole from that hour!“ As for the 


rule s daughter, in the midſt of Janus rites which were 


d Jo. XV. 7. | E Col. i 19. f Matth. ix x 29. 
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performing, he took her by the had, and the maid 


carols.” 
What e e c «if the 3 OS went aha Into ck] 


© that land?“ Sr Zuke's account of another excellent Centu- 


— 


rion, whoſe modęſiy was a great ornament to his be.jef,ought 1 
to be much read. He declares himſelf not fit to enter under : 
a roof with him, becauſe once he had been an #delatrows bea-. Y 
then, though his generous officer now pled for him! / Jeſus,” 2 
therefore, turning him about (g), ſaid unto the people 7 
© that followed him, I ſay unto you, I have not {ound ſo A 
great faith, no, not in iſrael.” And as ea wiſh, . 3 
the * was found whole. 3 | 
— 2 — 43 
SECTION X I 
CHRIST'S ME THOD WITH THE FEARFUL. 4 
OME have not boldn;/; to own truth publicly, even 1 
after they are convinced. Pity and arguments, bow- | 


ever, muſt not be withheld. So, in the caſe of Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Fews, (5 He came. to Jeſus by night, and 
« {aid unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
« come from God; for no man can. do theſe miracles, ex-. 
© cept God be with him.“ Here is candowr __ the whole, : 
mixed with fimidity. | 
© Jeſas anſwered and ſaid unto him,” in perfed ſuitable- 

neſs to both, verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man 
© be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.“ This 
leads to an explanation of belief with the heart, that would 
eonfejs Chriſt publicly. The ſame with being born of wa- 
ter, and of the ſpirit.” Hence a thorough obedience might | 
be nia waa and nothing leſs would ſuffice. How mild 170 


8 Matth. vii. 9. h Jo iii. ETD 


o r CHRIST, 9 


and gradual i is the manner ! How well addpted; to give 
him a view of his own character With all due regard to, 
faithfulneſs in office, he deals prudently (i). His wiſe and be- 
nign method of teaching 1 is much to be admired.” He lets 1 in 
* as much /igt at once, as the perſon was able to bear. 
Happy ſpiritual guides, who follow this example. Him 
that is weak in the faith (4) receive you; but not to doubt - 
ful diſputations. We then that are ſtrong (/ ought to 
© bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves.“ 
NMicodemus became bold, as appears from John ix 39. by fu- 
ture diligence. He ſought as he was able, at the time, and 
found needful aid. Night diſcipleſpip. though not ſufficient, 
3s one good ſtep, A day viſit, and truly noble one, as above, 
did follow ; for he brought @ mixture of myrrh an- aloery 
wherewith to honour the dead body of F-#. The meek. 
God will guide in judgement (), and the meek be will 
teach his way. The ſecret of the Lord is with them 1 
© fear him, and he will ſhew them his covenant.* 5 
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SECTION XI. 


CHRIST'S METHOD WITH THE UPRIGHT, 8 


HILIP, we read, findeth Nathaniel, and ſaith un- 
to him, we have found him of whom Moſes in the 

© law (a), and the prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth, the 
-* ſon of Joſeph. And Nathaniel ſaid unto bim, can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip faith unto 
© him, come and ſee. Jeſus ſaw Nathaniel coming unt 
him, and faith of him, behold an Ifraelite indeed, in 1 
* whom i is no guile.“ The proof of which great excellence, 


o 


1 Iſa, li. 12, k Rom. xiv 1. —1 Chas, xy, I, m Pf, xxv, n 14. | 
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70 „5 * * CH R IS T. 
he then ſully makes out to him; ſo that Nathaniel ſaith 


* unto him, Rabbi, thou art the ſon of God, * art 


* the king of lſrael.” 
This Be ine, and how Jeſus ſpeaks of. Nathaniel 


with a kind of glorying, demonſtrate the value of an up- 


right, or ſincere Hpirit; and what countenance it has a 


claim to in every age. No character, while we live in this 


world, can go beyond it. The righteons Lord (5),” again, 


| (6) 5 loveth righteouſneſs ; his countenance doth behold the 


* upright. The Lord God is a ſun and ſhield (4), the 
Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will he 
« withhold from them that walk uprightly. Their latter 


© end is peace (e). ? Aan can give no more, heaven requires 


no more. 


Such people are plain and undefigning, | They harbour 


no prejudiees, with their knowledge. Their prevailing 


aim, and ſtudy, is to be good. When it is ſaid unto 


them, Come and ſee, for theſe ends; forthwith they 
haſten. They are happy to renounce errors of youth or 
education; and to find fcceſs to Bliiful truth. TFe/us is 
Pleaſed with them. He meets their hone? hearts, to for- 
ward their virtue. 


What an eminent example of the whole, doth the above 


narrative ſet forth? The point in queſtion was momentous, 
and he treats it accordingly. He is favoured of the Lord, 
and brought to /aving conviction. Being of the truth (J) 
© Re heareth Chriſt's voice. He cometh to the light, that 
© his deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought 
in God.“ Bleſſed foul! An Hfraelite indeed! * Thou 
© ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe g: Heaven open, and 
© the angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon the ſon 


b Pſal. xx xii. 2 c Pſal. xi. 7, d Pſal. Ilxxxiv 1t. e Pſal. xxxvii. 7, 
f John xviii. 37, iii. 21. 8 John i i. 30 Ft, 
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9 of man. If any man will do his uin (e). he thalt 

© know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
« ſpeak of myſelf The way of the juſt is uprightneſs, thou, { 
1 moſt upright, doſt weigh che 0560 of the ty . 9 


* e. Nr 


"SECTION XII. 1 2h | 


CHRIST'S METHOD WITH DEEP PENITENCE. 


LL true converts were made welcome to our blefed 
Lord's grodneſs. Even after long and great ſinning, 

he doth not caſt them out. What an affecting example of 

this have we, in the worian who had been a lewd tranſereſ+ 

| for, who brought an alabaſter box of ointment, and ſtood 

at his feet,” behind him, weeping ; waſhing his feet with 

© her tears, and wiping them with the hairs of her head : 
yea, kifling his feet,” at times, and — then with 

© the ointment (g)!“ 

She had hearkened to he 4. of e for the s re. 
miſton of int, and is ſaved by that voice of love. She 
comes to Jeſus weary and heavy laden );“ is unable to 
forgive hei ſelf; marks genuine contrition, with gratitude, in 
the whole of her deportment. She loved much;' and, in 
return, ſhe is auch beloved. * Her ſins, which had been. 
many, are forgiven her.“ Inſtructive pattern! The ſigns | 
and means of her former /o/encfs, are all degraded. For, -Y 
© behold what carefulneſs i); yea what clearing of her- ; F 
« ſelf ; yea what indignation; yea what fear; yea what | 
vehement deſire; yea what zeal ; yea what revenge; ' all | 
in proof, that ſhe ſorrowed after a godly ſort.” t - 

Yet what ſays the pride of pbariſaiſm? This man, if 
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©he were a prophet, would have known how, and what 
© manner of woman this is that toucheth him : for ſhe is a 
. © finner. Lord, thy thoughts are not as our thoughts (c), 
© neither are thy ways as our ways. For as the heavens 
© are higher than the earth, ſo are thy ways higher 
(than our ways, and thy thoughts than our thoughts.” 
Ours lead to condemn ; thine, to invite and fave, ſaying, | 
© ſeek ye the Lord, while he may be found, call ye upon 
© him while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, 
© and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return 
* unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
© our God, for he will abundantly pardon.? _ 
So, in the preſent caſe, © he, the bleſſed Jeſus, faid t to is | 

© woman . d), thy faith hath ſaved thee, go in peace.” Ador- 
able ladder for the peritent ! How mild and juſt, withal, is 
his reproof to the narrowneſs of human compaſſion! Attentive- 
iy read from verſe 40. The hone/? grief; which go before. 
amen iment of life, can never be ſorgotten, in as. much as 
« Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame to-day, yeſterday, and for ever (e). 
Genuine tears are more expreſſive than all words. The heart 
is every thing. Bleſſed are they that mourn //, for they 
« ſhall be comforted. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
© bearing precious ſeed (g), ſhall doubtleſs come again with 
© rejoicing, bringing his {heaves with him. By the gentleneſ; 
6 of Chriſt, let us all be taught. In his ſavour is life-(4).? 


2 „. „- „ 4 4 e- A 
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_—_ METHID with OUD SUFFERERS. 
-> EARS, from motives of religion and frieni/hip, were 
not wanting in our divine teacher. * We have not 


e Ifa. lv, 8, 9, 6. 7. d Luke vii co. e Heb. xiii, 8. f Mat. v. 4. 
| g Plal. cxavi 6. h P. Al. xxx. 5, c 
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« ſuch an High Prieſt (a), which cannot be touched with 
© the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempt» 
ed like as we are, yet without ſin.“ Next to piety his 
prevailing principle was tenderneſs to want, or affliction of 


r any kind. He loved Martha, and her Siſter, and Laza- 
I « rus (6). Yet he did ſuffer Lazarus to die * for the 
„ glory of God, and that the ſon of God might he glorified 
ot © thereby.” Being brought to the tomb of his * friend, _ 
. «ſus wept. Behold how he loved him.“ 
n His patriotic zeal was no leſs remarkable, in the certain 
view of what his countrymen were ſoon to ſuffer. © And 
a © when he was come near e), he beheld the city, and wept 
: © over it, ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in 


this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! But 
now they are hid from thine eyes ;? and ſo forth. O Jeru- 
* falem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and 
« ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often would IL 
© have gathered thy Children together, even as a hen ga- 
* thereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
« Behold, your houſe is left unto you deſolate (d. 

How graceful ! How devoutly generous ! As a friend 
and a hover of his nation, he was thus affected. Though juſt 
about to relieve, * when he ſaw Mary weeping, and the Jews 
* alſo weeping which came with her, he groaned in 
* ſpirit and was troubled. Said J not unto thee, that if thou 
* would(t believe, thou ſhouldſt ſee the glory of God? Then 
© they took away the ſtone from the place where the dead 
was laid. And Jeſus lift up his Eyes, and faid, Father, 
© I thank thee that thou haſt heard me. And when he had 
*thus ſpoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come 
forth ), and he that was dead came forth.“ 


* 
3 


9 a Heb. iv. 5. b John i. 5, 4, 35, 3% c Luke xix, 41, &c 
ve d Matth. xxiii. 37, e John x 2:, 40, 43, 44. h 


74 
A motive of / iendſbip, then, doth juſtify tears ; and even 
commend them. That /a, cordial to human life, too de- 
licate for an appointment by law, is admirably ſanctioned by 
the above. To have /ympathies in common with our blefſed 
Lord, is a thought of /pecial endearment. I am the reſur- 


rection and the life (Y, he that believeth in me, though he 
© were dead, yet ſhall he live; and whoſoever liveth and be- 
© ieveth in me, ſhall never die.” How ineftimable a connec. 


tion! The pure mind of us, is yet tender; but undiſturbed. 
He can and doth exerciſe /ub//antial pity to his afflicted mem- 
In all their /orrows, he is as one that mer. His /ove is 
ſtrong to work. Both abe and wiliing. * A great High 
© Prieſt verily (g). Let us hold faſt our profeſſion. Let 
© us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
« mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. What a 
happineſ5, to be in ſuch good keeping. Neither pray I for 
©* theſe, my Apoſtles alone (4) : but for them alſo which 
© ſhall believe on me through their word. Tranſporting 
ſentiment ! Wonder, O Chri/tian, and rejoice. Think how 
he love you. © I have called you friends (i): 
that I have heard of my Father, I have made known unto 
© you. That whatſoever ye ſhall aſk of the father in my 
© name, he may give it unto yon. Weeping may endure 
© fora night (4) : but joy cometh in morning.“ If delay be 
needed ; it is for the glory of God, and that the Son = 
Man may be glorified thereby. 


g Heb, iv. 14, 26, h John xvil, 20. 


f John xi. 25, 26. 
k Pſal xxx. 5. 


3 chab. xv. 15, 16. 
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offer to follow him; he was very explicit as to the ſevere 


that he came from God. Other tzachers ought to copy from 


OF CHRIST. 


SEC TION XII 
CHRIST 4 FAIR TEACHER. 


vw HEN, from views of immediate eaſe, or ſecular in · * 
; tereſt, certain of our blaſſea Lord's hearers made 


trials they would have to encounter. If any man will 
come after me (a), let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
« croſs, and follow me. To one, in particular, who was very 
confident of his own ſtrength (5; * Foxes have holes, and 
© the birds of the air have neſts, but the Son of Man hath not 
© where to lay his head.” How unlike to one who had any 
thing elſe but truth and goodneſs in view? Inconflancy of hu- 
man temper, he is well aware of, and even at t the loſs of fob 
lowers, would guard againſt. 
This marks ſpecial candour ; and i is itlelf a preſumption 


him; ſince © no man having put his hand to the plough (e), 
© and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. A de- 
voted heart to the world, can never be true to CANE: The 
6 carnal mind is enmity againſt God (d); for it is not ſub- 

« je to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Seek firſt 
© the Kingdom of God, and his righteonſneſs (e). Labour 
for the meat which endureth to everlaſting life . Set 11 
your affection. on things above (g). Count the coſt (5). 1 
It is better,” not to take any great matter in hand, than 
to give up. Shame and fence are inſeparable from drawing I 
back ! The jult ſhall live by faith (i); but if any man draw 
back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleafure i in them.“ 


2 Matth. xvi. 24. b Luke ix. 58. | c Links tx. 60. , 
d Rom. vill. 7, e Matth. vi 33. f John vi. 27. g Col. 1.2. 


h Luke xiv, 28. i Heb x. 38. 


4,740 ta. - 5 . i = ; 
* 7 ** _ * 3 ; » 
— op . a | IPA P — Rd 
——— 23 — 


76 OF CHRIST. 
SECTION XI. 


CHRIST COMMISERATES A FEEBLE STATE. 
OF GOODNESS. 


HEN the 4polo'ica! Di/cipler were in danger from 
a ſudden ſtorm at ſea; they awoke their Maſter fay- 7 
ing (a), * Lord, ſave us: we periſh. And he faith unto 
them, why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he 

_ * aroſe and rebuked the winds, and the ſea, and there was 5 

a great calm.“ He Barnet, you ſee, with mild expyſtulation. © 4; 

Behold an enblem of our preſent ſtate ; and reflect on tze 
hoe which yet pities, and is ready to ſuccour feeble virtue. 
Faith, knowledge and goodneſs, though fncere, may not 
always be in /ively exerciſe. Our divine Saviour is at hand, 
to pity ſuch. * He doth not break the bruiſed reed (5); 


but brings forth judgement unto truth.“ Fearfulne/*, : 
from ſudden awful hazards, he will not ſuffer to be over= ' 
cone. O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within me (e. 4 
Deep calleth unto deep, at the noiſe of thy waterſpouts : Mp 
all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.“ There- 4 
fore, will I remember thee. Yet the Lord will command 5 
his Yoving-kindnef+. * 


Here is ſoundneſs in the main, which will ever be accep- 
ted. * Be content with ſuch things as ye have; for he 
© hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. So Y 
© that we may boldly ſay, the Lord is my helper (4). Be a 
© ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might (e). Re- 6 
member the years of the right hand of the Moſt High .? 


Be much in prayer ; delight in God's houſe ; * for his way is f 
© in the ſanctuary.“ Lively exerciſe will not be far off, 1 
We are troubled on every ſide (g), yet not diſtreſſed : 3 


; 3 Mat. viii. 24. 26. b Ifa. xlii. 3. e Pſal xlii. 6, & d Heb, xiii. 5, 6. 1 
e Eph vi, 10. f fal. Ixxvii. 10, 13. g 1 Cor. iv, 8, &c. 1 
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OF CHRIST | 07: 


< we are perplexed, but not in deſpair : perſecuted, but 
not forſaken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed ;. always 
© bearing about in the body, the dying of the Lord Jeſus, 
„that the life alſo of _ mn be made manifeſt in our 
body. | | 
To be intimate with Chrift is true „ g He is a 
faithful High Prieſt (g, in things pertaining to God, to 

© make reconciliation for the ſins of the people: for in that 
« he himſelf bath ſuffered. being tempted; he is able to ſuc- 
* cour them that are tempted. Theſe things I have ſpoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace (2, and that 
your joy may be full. In the world ye ſhall have tribu- 
lation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 


And who is he that overcometh the world (i), but he that 


* believeth that Jeſus is the ſon of God ? This the victory.“ 
A e „. 5 -% „. 


SECTION XIV. 


| CHRIST A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES. 

S the natural ſun was riſing, ſay moſt of our able 
> commentators, Feſus thus ſpake to the multitude, *-L 

6 am the light of the world, he that followeth me, ſhall not 
walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life (4). What- 
ſoever maketh manifeſt is light (J).“ Hence the evangelical 
prophet, (m) Come ye, O houſe of Jacob, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord.“ And again, * Arife, ſhine, for thy 
, _ is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen __ 


How applicable, above every other, to the . 
ſtate of poor idolatrous heathens ? Hence, good old Simesn, 
holding the babe in his arms, laſed Goa, ſaying, * Mine 


g Heb, ii, 17, 18, D Lan 23, 24. i 1 Join v 5. k Jobn vill. 13, 
Ph. v. 13. m ii, 5. Ix, l. 5 


eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation (n): which thou baſt prepared 
© before the face of all people: a light to lighten the Gen- 


= - OF CHRIST. 


tiles.“ The diſcoveries by him, were, in time, to become 


univerſal. * Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations (1). 
The accounts of A/mighty God, firſt by Chrift, and then 
by his Apaſtles, are at once clear, condeſcending, and ſatis- 
factory. Though there be that are called Gods (0), as 
there be Gods many, and Lords many; to us; there is 


but one God, the Father. The only good, the only wiſe, 
©and juſt.” The God of all grace and conſolation. * Through 


© his tender mercies (p\, the day-ſpring from on high hath 


© viſited us; to give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 


peace. To the knowledge of ſalvation, by the remiſſion 
© of their ſins.* Here is /ervi/e dread of deity moſt happily 
removed, * to ſerve God in holineſs and righteouſneſs be- 
« fore him, all the days of our life.“ 

I am not come, ſaid Jeſus (2), to call the righteous, 
© but ſinners to repentance, Not to condemn the world (7), 
© but to fave the world.“ Thus, is God in Chriſt (-), 
© reconciling mankind unto himſelf, not imputing their re- 


© pented treſpaſſes unto them.“ How clear to ſuch, is the 


rule of life ? How pure and unmixed ? He ſpoke all things 
well. Never any man ſpake like him (z). To. the? illi- 


terate poor, the goſpel is preached,* The whole illuſtra- 


— 


ted from his own example. 
With him, the heart is every thing. Take heed that 
ye do not your alms before men, to be ſeen of them (a), 


£. otherwiſe ye have no reward of your father which is in 


© heaven. The ſame way, as to prayer and faſting. . And 


m Luke i 30, Kc. n Mat. xxvilii. 19. o t Cor. viil. 5, 6. 
p Luke i 7,8, ver.: 2, q Mat. ix. 13. r John ui, 17, $ 2 Cor. v. 19. 
t John vii. 46, u Mat. vi. f, 5, 16. 
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« whoſo looketh on a woman to luſt after her, hath com- 
* mitted adultery with her already in his heart. If ye 
know theſe things, happy are ye, if ye do them (2). 
Happy for both worlds. He that heareth my word, and 
« believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life.“ 
How worthy of our attention! How ſweet and cheer- 
ing! Death aboliſhed ; life and immortality- brought to 
«© light (5). To walk in darkneſs, muſt now be inexcuſable. 
© Ye are a choſen generation (c), a royal prieſthood, an 


holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye ſhould ſhew 


forth the praiſes of him who hath called you out of dark- 


| * neſs into his marvellous light. Let your light fo ſhine 


* before men (4), that they may behold your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. For it had 
© been better for them (e), not to have known the way of 


© righteouſneſs, than after they have known. it to turn from 


the holy commandment delivered unto them.“ 
erat. 5 · 8 | - 
SECTION Xv. 


CHRIST'S DOCTRINE TRULY GRACIOUS. 


£ SE law was | given by Moſes ( a) ; but grace and 
truth came by Jeſus Chriſt.” Both were of divine 


original; though they wiſely differed, according to the dif- 


ferent Hates or ages of the human race. A burdenſome 
preparative ritual ſuited well, to an early unripe period. 
The heir, being a child, differeth nothing from a ſervant (3), 
* though he be deſtined Lord of all: but is under tutors 


© and governors, till the time appointed by the Father. But 
«. when the fulneſs of the time was come, God. ſent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, rather born of a woman, made un- 


a Jobn t3 17, v. 24 b 2 Tim itt. 0 1 Pet. ii 9. 


d Math, V, 16, E 2. Pet; i ii. 21. | f Jo. i. 17. 8 Gal. iv. 1. RC, 
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© der the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that 
© we might, receive the adoption of ſons. And we beheld his 
© glory (e), the glory of the only n of the Fan 


full of grace and truth ? 


His words were ſweet and beneficial. He choſe 4 2 bw out- 


ward eſtate, that the bulk of mankind mighthave the eaſier ac- 


ceſs to him. For the ſame reaſon, ſuch too were his familiar 
attendants. He made uſe of language accommodated to the 
times; and changed nothing of this ſort, nor of their ideas, 
which did belong to natural things. He often ſpokeinparables, 
when the ſtate of his hearers could not admit of a plainer me- 


ted; which, upon ingenuous inquiry afterwards, he did ex- 


plain. Being moilly taken from ſenfible, and preſent objects, 
they laid faſt hold of the zzemzory. He ordains nothing arbi- 
trary. Grace is poured into his lips (4). And in his ma- 

« zeſty he rides proſperouſly, becauſe of truth, and meekneſs, 


- 


and righteouſneſs. | ; 

He came eating and drinking as any other man (e), though 
he was well aware, that ſuch manner would be miſconſtruct- 
ed. Upon invitation, he did not refuſe to ſit down to meat with 
his moſt captious enemies. And, when there was hope of 
doing good, he forbore not to invite himſelf. To. day, ſaid 
he to Zaccheus (/), Imuſt abide at thy houſe. Now Zac- 
« cheus was a publican. And when they ſaw it they all mur- 
© mured, ſaying, that he was gone to be a gueſt with a man 


« that is a ſinner. And Zaccheus ſtood, and ſaid unto the 


Lords, behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
© poor : and if I have taken any thing from any man by 
« falſe accuſation, I reſtore him fourfold. And Jeſus faid, 


this day is ſalvation come to this houſe, for ſo much as he 


« alſo is the Son of Abraham. For the Sof of Man is 
© come to ſeek and to ſave that which was leſt.“ 


c John i. 34, d Plal. xiv, 2, 4. e Luke vii 34. f Luke xix. . 


en 97 
In ſhort, his whole character was gentle and ſocial. Let 
© her alone (7): againſt the day of my burying hath ſhe 
kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but 
me ye have not always. Thus ſpoke Jeſus, when the 
whole houſe was filled with the odour of ointment of ſpike- 
- © nard very coſtly.* Woman, ſaid he to another, whom he 
knew, upon the whole, to be ingenuous, and not far from the 
kingdom of God, if thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who 
it is that ſaith to thee, give me to drink; thou wouldeſt have 
© aſked of him, and he would have given thee living water.“ 
(2) An auftere manner was quite the reverſe of his. | 
How mild does he ſhew himſelf to one who had been a 
groſs tranſoreſſor* And how piou/ty grateful were her re- 
turns (4)? Her ſins which are many, are forgiven ; for 
the loved much. And to another (Z), neither do I con- 
© demn thee : go, and fin no more. Add to all theſe (I), 
© how the Lord ſaid, I tell thee Peter, the cock ſhall not 
crow this day, before thou ſhalt thrice deny that thou 
$ knoweſt me. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Pe- 
© ter: and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he | 
had faid unto him, before the cock crow, thou ſhalt deny 
me thrice. And Peter went out and wept bitterly. 

How worthy is this divine Saviour of cordial acceptance, 
and truſt !. Such grace anſwers preciſely to the method in 
which he taught (/), Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my 

* yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and low- 

© ly in heart: and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. For 
my yoke is eaſy and my burden is light.“ | Herein let all 
ſuperior: imitate him. The ſour and diſtant muſt ever meet 
with an unauilling ear. They undo even their beſt deſigns. 


f John xix. 7, 8. 3. g John iv. 16, h Luke vi 47. i John viii II, 
k Luke xxii. 34, 61, 62. 1 Matth. xi. 28, 29. | J 8 
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Abe they are — than thoſe whom a would cri- 
minate. | 


- CONTINUED. 
| em goſpe! truth is quite conducive to human happineſs. 
Only vice and prejudice can be inſenſible to this. He 


8 chat believeth on him is not condemned /a), but he that 
© believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 


— 


© believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And 


© this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
© and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 
© deeds were evil. For every one that doth evil, hateth the 


© light, neither cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be - 


© reproved. But he that doth truth, cometh to the light 
that his deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 
© wrought in God.“ Man, as man, is made for holine/s. By. 
oppoſition to this, he becomes juſtly puniſhable. And what 
other ¶Mem but the gracious ons of the gain, © can my de- 


liver him. 
It was the deſign of Jeſus to reſtore from both 2 and 


corruption. He taught, and ſtill continues to teach by his 
word, repentance and remiſſion of ſins (5). No neceſſary 
mean is now left wanting. God was in Chriſt (c), recon- 
ceiling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them. He does infinitely more, in this way, than the 


beſt of men are capable of towards one another. A covenant. 


of pardon ſealed in blood, ſhould be a ſufficient anſwer to 
all #ffiult gueſtiont, put either by doubting minds, or profeſ- 
ſors of ſcienoe fal/+'y ſo calied. One thing, and but one, ſays 
the great author of ſalvation, excludes from hope (4) ; Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall inevitably periſn.“ 


b Luke xxiv, 47, 


2 John iii. 18, 19, 20, 2m. 
1 A 4 Luke Ai. 5, 
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That is, © ceaſe to do evil (a), learn to do well. Come 


now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: though 


your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; if | 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. If ye 
© be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the land. 
And how exceeding great and precious are his promiſes 
© of aid, under the goſpel ? © Awake thou that ſleepeſt (5), 
and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 


Work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling, 


for it is God which worketh | in you (c), both to will and 
to do of his good pleaſure.” What a relief to weakneſ7, 
from long habit, have we here? It is like the voice of God 
from above, turn ye at my reprocf: behold I will pour 
© out my ſpirit unto you, I will make known my 3 words un- 
© to you.? 

All with a view to endlef life, * For the Laed God is a 
* ſan and ſhield (e); the Lord will give grace and glory. 
To them who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek 
for theſe. . They ſhall not come into condemnation (7). 
© but are paſſed from death unto life I am the true way 
* thither (g); No man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
© I go to prepare a place for you.“ Here is the chief of all 
gracious truth, ſupported by miracle. Even one from the 
dead. Chrift the firſt fruits (4). Afterward they that 
are Chriſt's, at his coming.“ Rather, at his appearance. 
Abſent from the body (i), and to be 8 with the 
Lord.“ 

J am the door /4), by me if any 1 man enter in, he ſhall | 
U he ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and find paſture. Let 
not your heart be troubled : ye believe in Ged, believe 
* alſo in me. My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 


a Ila. i, 16 17, 18, 19. b Eph. v. 14. c Phil, u. 12, 13. d Prov. i 23. 


e Pſal, IXxxiv. 11, f John v. 24 ohn xiv, "y bk 3 Oh 200. 
i 2 Cor, v8. * John x. 9. 27, 28. $3 _—— 
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and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal bite, | 


© and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
© out of my hand.” My father which gave them me, is 
greater than all: and none is able to pluck them out of 
© my Father's hand. 1 and my father are one (g). How 
gracious ! Vea, though I walk through the valley of the 
© ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
* me; thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me (4). And I 
© will love him (i), and will manifeſt myſelf to him.“ 
Beyond theſe advantages, whither can grace itſelf go? 


© Bleſſed is the people 4 that know the joyful ſound, they 


© ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance: 
© In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day: and in thy 
© righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. For thou art the 
glory of their ſtrength. Sin ſhall not have the domi- 
nion over you (/), for ye are not under the law, but un- 
der grace. Now, being made free from ſin, and become 
© ſervants to God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and 
© the end everlaſting life. Nothing leſs than grace fer grace. 
(i; * Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory of 
© the Lord is riſen upon thee ().“ Compare Tit. ii. 14, &c. 
ni. 8. | 
„ <-4:4 +4: 4:4oÞþ do pope do po pee 


SECTION XVI. 


CHRIST TEACHES WITH WISE CAUTION, 
HE beſt of tempers naturally and even after be- 
ing improved, may be ſurpriſed into raſh meaſures, 

John ſaid, () * Maſter, we ſaw one caſting out devils in 
thy name, and we forbade him, becauſe he followeth not 


* with us. And Jeſus anſwered, forbid him not: for he 


£ : kn x. 29 30 h Þf. xxiii 4 i John xiv, 2t. k Pſal, IXxxix, 15, &c. 


Rom, vi, 1, 22, m Join i, 10, 3 11%, Ix, 1, o Luke ix, 49, 50, 
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© that is not againſt us, is for us.“ A ſentiment of great 
uſe. The perſon complained of might not, as yet, frmly 
zelieve; and notwithſtanding he is friendly. Such there 
are, in every age; and they require to be managed with 
diſcretion. To oppoſe them with rigour, would be highly 
unfit. Phey may prove ful, upon the whole, if the bond 
of charity be not broken. A. righteous cauſe cannot well ſuf- 
fer from them. To remain neutral is far more hazardous. 
© Whence ſaid Jeſus, he that is not with me is againſt me: 
© and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth abroad.” 

Times of trial demand appeararces, agreeable to inward 
conviction. Nor ought theſe, upon any account, from pri- 
vate reſpeds, to be challenged. It is much more fit to treat 
© them as friends. Some indeed preach Chriſt, even of envy 
and ſtrife (5) ; and ſome alſo of good will. The one preach 
« Chriſt of contention, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add affliction 
to my bonds; but the other of love, knowing that I am ſet 
« for the defence of the goſpel. What then? Notwithſtand- 
ing every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Chrilt 
is preached : and 1 therein rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” 
Heroic excellence | He would not, even where pr! ovocaticr 
was given, narrow the circle of riendt to a good cauſe. It 
was enough, that they a greed with him in efentials. 

So did his ma/fer teach, as above. Go ye, therefore, 
© and teach all nations, baptizing them in, or into, the name 
© of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſ.” 
A brief, glorious comprehenſive baptiſmal Creed. To 
which, as principles, no more needs ever to be added. 
Teaching them, however, to obſerve all things (c), whaty 
* ſoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world.“ Owing to this, the 


a Matth. xii, 30 b Phil i, 15. t6, c c Matth xxvüi. 48, 19, 
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1 OF CHRIST. 
primitive believers gladly received his word (dl, and were 
*baptized. And the ſame day there were added to them 
about three thouſand ſouls. And they continued ſteadfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
© bread, and in prayers. And, being of one heart, they had 

all things common. 

Among ſo great a e in ker point. how una- 

. voidable would differences be? Vet, they all ſavingly be- 
© lieved (e), and were altogether.” Glorious ge pe union 
days ! Their only conte ſeems to have been, who ſhould 
Jove moſt ; ſo as to © do moſt good: praiſing God, and ha- 
© ving favour with all the people.“ So ſtill; and ever, he 
© that is not againſt me is for me. Happy they, who think 
with candour, moderation, and charity. Forbid not the wi“ ing 
mind to follow as he beſt may. Far leſs be outrageous! It 
belongeth not to ns now, to diſcern piritt. Who art thou 
© that judgeſt another man's ſervant /? To his own maſter 
© he ſtandeth, or falleth : yea, he ſhall be holden up: for 
God is able to make him ſtand.” . | 

The heſt of friends, make not always the greateſt vi/ible 
profeſſions. * Haſt thou faith?“ meaning as to points of 
" doubtful diſputation, * have it to thyſelf before God. 
Happy is he that condemneth not himſelt, in that which 
| © he alloweth. Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more, but judge this rather, that no man put a ſtumbling- 
block, or an occaſion to fall in a brother's way. The 
© kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſ- 
* neſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; for he that 
in thefe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and 
6 approved of men. Envieſt thou for my ſake ? (2) Would 
© God that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that 
the Lord would put his {pirit upon them.“ How mild, 


d Adds ii. 41, 42. chap. iv. 32. e chap. ii. 4 47. f Rom. iv. f, 12. 
13 17,18. g Num, xi. 29, 
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how unfanatical, is Mees here. Moſt like him who ſaid, 


« forbid him not: for he that is not againſt me, is for me.“ 


Such authority doth teach in clear manner to ſtifle ſecret. 


emulations. At no time to mix Suman wrath with what is 


religious. To love good, for its own fake. To approve it 


much when done by others. To have fellowſhip one with 
© another { @).? | 


„„ a „e. . -d - , 6 


SEC TIN 


CHRIST TEACHETH SELF KNOWLEDGE. 


HEN 7-42, the beloved diſciple, ſaid in his haſte, 
(5) © Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 


come down from heaven, and conſume them of this village, 


© even as Elias did? He turned and rebuked' both diſciples 
prefent, and faid, ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye 
* are of. For the ſon of man is not come to deſtroy men's 
« lives, but to ſave them. And” to avoid all diſpute with 
© the inhabitants, they went to another village.“ If he fo 
naturally afediomate did err, what have the very beſt ſtill 
to fear? The leſſon ſuggeſted by our Se Lord's wordt, 
is, to heware of wrath, They who did provoke the apoſtles 
were to blame; but the age, themſelves yet more. 


The defrine they had often heard from their maſter was, 


© not to reſiſt evil (c).? To yield ſome part of their right, 
rather than to quarrel. As much as poſſible to © love ene- 
mies, to bleſs, and do them good.“ Great indiſpen- 
ſible duties, and not to be regularly exerciſed, without 


much /e/f knowledge. The ſpirit, or temper, muſt be often, 


and carefully ſtudied. He that is flow to anger (4), is 
better than the mighty: and le that ruleth his ſpirit, than 


at John i. . b Luke ix. 54, $5. 56. c Matth v. 39, 40, At, 44s. 
d o. 8 | 
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he that taketh a city. He that hath knowledge Pereth 
« his words (e); and a man of underſtanding is of an excel- 
« tent,” or cool ſpirit, Margin. Whereas he that is baſty 
of ſpirit, exalteth folly {/.? 5 

Arguments for conviction are ever to be uſed, where 
Four: differ in opinion; and even when they are under the 
power of ſtrong prejudice. No leave is given to avenge 


overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.* Till 
feſt meaſures have their effect, patzence, long-ſuffering, and 
gentleneſs, are to be in conſtant exerciſe. With that view, we 


natural capacities, with ſome lengths of improvement, are not 
always to be truſted. When miltakes upon any one ſide 
provoke zrritation, ſuſpect the want of ineſtimable /e/F&nows- 
ledge. That is, a great deficience as to true religion. 


how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you,“ by pure imitative faith, 
© except ye be reprobates ?? 

An alarming thought! Where the ſpirit of the Lord 

" © is (4), there is liberty. And we all, beholding as in a 


Lord. Now, if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt (4), 


_ © Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
« ye ſhould follow his ſteps. Who, when he was reviled, 
« reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſſy.“ 
Unleſs we be much upon our guard, the very importance 


of right principles and behaviour, will be apt to inflame ha- 


e Prov. xvii 27. f chap. xiv. 29. 6 Rom. xn. +9, 21 h 2 Cor, it, 5, 
12 Cor, iii, 47, 18. k Rom. vii. 9. 11 ret. ii 21, 23. 


ourſelves. I will repay, faith the Lord (g). Be not 


ought to reflect and be familiar with ourſelves. Even good 


© Prove your ownſelves. (5) Know ye not your ownſelves, 


* olaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the 


he is none of his. For hereunto were ye called (1), becauſe 
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man prion. Such ſeems to have been the eaſe with Jb. 
and Famer. But they knew not” fully as yet, what 


manner of ſpirit they were of.” Honeſt zeal, with partial 
| Bblindneji, did miſlead them. It was bitter; and therefore 


not to be gloried in. (a) * Wherefore, my beloved: 
« brethren, (5) let every man be ſwift to hear, flow to 
© ſpeak, flow to wrath. For the wrath. of man worketh: 


nat the righteouſneſs of God. And the fruit of righteouſ- 


*neſs is ſown in peace of them that make peace (c).' Such 


do all in their power to lefſen the appearances of miſconduR,, 


in place of magnifying them. With fire at their command,, 
they would not call it dawn. to conſume. So, of Chriſt it is 


ſaid, (4) © be ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice of 
* anger to be heard in the ſtreets.” How gently does he 


rebuke ? * ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of.” 


Behold here, the reſtoring ſpirit of meekneſs (e) Bear: 


ye one another's. burdens, and thus fulfil the law of 


« Chriſt. Speak the truth in love; (/ ) He that loveth his. 


« brother abideth in the light (gg. and there is no occaſion. 


© of tumbling ia him. But he that hateth his brother is 
© in darkneſs, and walketh in darkneſs, and knoweth not 
* whither he goeth, becauſe darkneſs hath blinded his eyes.“ 

Let the /ymbol of warm mutual. friendſhip be regularly: 


attended upon. For we being many are one bread þ),. 
and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread. 


Both this and the cup are jointly. participated. Are they 


not the © communion of Chriſt's body and blood? The 


* ſon of man came not to deſtroy, but to ſave. Thereſore 
let us keep the fealt, not with the leaven of malice, and 
* wickedneſs 0505 but with the unleavened bread of ſincerity: 


a James ii I4, b chap.i, 19, 20. e chap. in. 18. lle, xlil. 2. 
cG.1 vi. f, 2. f Eph. iv. 15. g 1 John li, 10, 11. h 1 Cor. x: 27, 16. 
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= * truth. e of common humanity lead to 2 knows 
ledge. A good cauſe, in time, will ever ſupport itſelf. Leave 
Judgement to unerring wiſdom ; and remember, (a) * He 
* hall have Judgement without mer who hath ſhewed 
no erer.“ 8 
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SECTION XVIII. 


CHRIST THE GIFT OF GOD. 


YAYS our divine ſaviour, (b) God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever 
5 believeth i in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
He gave him, not only to be lifted up, as was the ſerpent 
in the wilderneſs ;* but prior to this, that he might each 
and exemplify religion. The dodrine of his croſs was to be 
| peenliarly edifying. Whence ſays St. Paul, ic) * we preach 
« Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and ö 
« unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which are | 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Sun the power of God, | 
© and the wiſdom of God. | 
Here, he is to be beheld as a /evereign cure for periſhing | 
fouls. * I am the bread of life d). And the bread that 
I will give, is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of 
the werld.* In the whole of his coctrine, momentous ; 
but in this more than any. For my fleſh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed. He that* ſpiritually 
£ eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
© and I in him.“ All the above originates from the gra- | 
cicus, er pilying love of God. It may ſeem pious to magni- 
fy that of Chri/, with deſign to leſſen this; but is by no 


> James ij. 13. b John iii. 16, 14, c I Cor. i, 23, 24 d John vi. 48, 5556 5 
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means juſtifiable. * All things are of God hich who bath 
* reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
In this was.manifeſted the love of God towards us 85 


© becauſe that God ſent his only begotten ſon into the | 
world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 


not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his 
© ſon to be the propitiation for our ſins. Scarcely for a 
© righteous man (g) will one die: yet peradventure for a 
* good” generous * man,” as well as juſt, * ſome would 


even dare to die. But God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. 


© Of God are ye in Chriſt Jeſus (4), who of God is made 


© unto- us, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanRification, 


© and redemption. Behold the exceeding riches of his 
© power to us-ward (2) !? 


By grace are ye ſaved through faith (4) ; and thasa not 


© of yourſelves: it is the gift of God. If, by one man's 
© offence (, death reigned by one; much more they who 


© receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſ- 


© neſs, ſhall reign in life, by one Jeſus Chriſt.? Men, as men, 
do not more certainly die, under a primary ſentence of condem- 


nation; than, as renewed, or born of the ſpirit from above, 
(-) © they become incorruptible, by the word of God, 


© which liveth, and abideth for ever. And this is the word 


which by the Goſpel is preached unto you. Of his on 
© will begat he us (), with the word of truth, that we 
© ſhould be a kind of firſt-fruits of his creatures. Neither 


principle, nor operation from it, can periſh, but muſt endure 


for ever (o). 


We know (p), that if our 3 houſe of this tabernacle 


e 2 Cor. v, 18. f 1 John iv. 9, o. g Rom v, 7, 8 h 1 Cor. i. 8 
1 Eph. i. 19 k chap. ii 8. | Rom. v, 17. m Pct, by 23, n Jam, i, 18. 
o 1 Pet. i 25. p 2 Cor. v. 1, 


| or CHRIST. 
© were MxTolved, we have a building of God, eternal in the: 
© heavens. Therefore, we are always. confident, kaowing 
© that whilſt we are at home i in the body, we are abſent from 
© the Lord (4): we are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to. 
© be abſent from the body, and to be preſent with the Lord, 
© Now he that wrought for us the ſelf ſame thing, is God, 
* who alſo hath given unto us the earneſt of the ſpirit. Our 
6: proper buſineſs is, to hear and obey, that our ſouls may 
© live (/). Behold I have given him for a witneſs to the 
© people, a leader, and a commander to the people. The 
£ word is nigh thee (uu), even in thy mouth, and in thy 
© heart; that is, the word of faith which we. preach, 
that if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, 
and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 
from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart. 
man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth. 
* confeſſion is made unto ſalvation. Thanks be to God for 
© his unſpeakable gift (2). : : 
| Dr 


SECTION XIX. 


CARIST. SUPERIOR TO_FOHN. 

Man, ſaid the devout modelt Baptiſt (a), can re- 

« ceive nothing except it be given him from heaven. 

Ve yourſelves bear me witneſs, that I ſaid, I am not the 

« Chriſt, but that I am. ſent before him. He muſt encreaſe, 

« but 1 muſt decreaſe.” Here all due reſpect is paid to fu- 

pereminence character, in the ſame teaching, or prophetical 

office. He is pleaſed to enlarge, or amplify * . A 
noble leſſon to all future ages. 

It may be remarked that 7% m Baptiſt's di iſcipies would 


k 2 Cor v. 6, 8, 5. IIIa. Iv. 3, 4. m Rom. x. 8, 9, 10, n 1 Cor. ix 15. 
o John ui. 27, 28, 30. x 
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have hid him, from felfſh views, to have been leſs A 
And they came and faid, Rabbi, or Maſter (a) he that was 
with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou bareſt witneſs, be- 
- © hold the ſame baptizeth, and all men come unto him.“ But 
his zeal was of quite a different nature. It was to be impar- 
tial, ſleadfi;ft to truth. Whence the ſuitable anſwer, given as 
above. So, in every age, a perſon's un truff ought primarily 
to be diſcharged, with all poſſible advantage, — to 
thoſe of others. | 
When zeal takes a different turn, it unavoidably leads to 
© diſcord, contention, and almoſt every evil work (4). Who 
© is a Wiſe man, and endued with knowledge among you? 
« Let him ſhew out of a good converſation his works, with 
© meekneſs of wiſdom.” Wherever there is the leaſt bz#ter-" 
neſs, there is uſually the molt of truth. All ought to ſuſ- | 
pect an over heated temper, even in religion. Yet, unhappily, 
the multitude do oftener judge from ſound, than ſenſe ; from 
appearances, than from juſt reaſoning. 

To give due praiſe, like the great example under contem- 
plation; is an high attainment, and of great ſervice to man- 
kind. From the Baptiſt's teſtimony, we are led to conceive 
of Jeſus, as only infall:ble Lord; or head of his church. An 
endearing motive to union, among all true believers, who thus 
love as he loves. © There are differences of adminiſtration (c), 
© bur the ſame Lord. Diverſities of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit ; 
© diverſities of operations, but the ſame God that worketh 
all in all. Now the manifeſtation of the ſpirit in each, is 
given to every man to profit withal. The beſt gifts may 
© and ought to be earneſtly coveted ; and yet ſhew I unto 
© you a more excellent way. Even that of love, afterwards 


2 John iii, 26. b Jam, iii, 16, chap, iii. 13. C I Cor. xii. 5, 4, 7, 3b 
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beautifully diſplayed, and ſtrongly urged. © Charity ne- 
© yer faileth (c).“ Happy they, who are zealoully affected 
oy in that which is good (4). x 


— 
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SECTION XX. 


CHRIST THE CHOSEN AND BELIVED OF GOD. 
EHOLD my ſervant, whom I uphold (el, mine elect, 


upon him, he ſhall bring forth judgement unto the Gen- 


trary, when he is thus ſpoken of. He appeared in our na- 


© made like unto his brethren 22 yet without ſin. Made 
© of the ſeed of David, according to the fleth (g); and de- 
© clared to be the Son of God with power, according to the 
© ſpirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection from the dead. 
© Hence, Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom, and ſtature with age, 
and in favour with God and man. So alſo Chriſt glori- 
« fied not himſelf (4), to be made an High Prieſt ; but he 
that ſaid unto him, thou art my Son, to- day I have begot- 
«ten thee.” 

 Uþ4eld, too, by the ſame Spoereign Land! he did what was 
proper to make all things new ; ſaying, in effect (7), Lo, I 
come; in the volume of the book it is written of me, I de- 
© light to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart. Hence, that other beautiful prediction, Ia xi. 
which ſhould be read and compared.“ 


e chap, xiii 8 d Zl iv io. e lſa xlii . f Heb. ii. 17. chap. iv. t. 
g Rom. i. ;, 4. h Heb.v 5. il. x1, 7, $. Kk iſa xi. 1. 


in whom my ſoul delighteth : I have put my ſpirit 
tiles.“ It is no diſparagement of Chriſt, but the direct con- 


ture, with a true body and a reaſonable ſoul. In all things 
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SECTION XXI. 


CHRISTS PROPERTIES MAS 4 $OW. 

T HE words of Jaiab (a) are remarkably ſtrong and 
| comprehenſive. * For unto us a child is born.“ A 
child by way of eminence, even as to birth. That ſeed of 
© the woman, who was to bruiſe the head of the ſerpent (8); 
to deſtroy the works of the Devil, fin and death (c); In 
whom all the prophecies were to be fulfilled, from Samuel 
© and thoſe that follow after (d) ; The infant of days, who 
* ſhould encreaſe in wiſdom and itature (e), and in favour 
c with God and man.“ The inſtrument of a new being, as 
it were to our earth: for we are his workmanſhip HY. 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works: which God hath 
« before ordained that we ſhould walk in them.” 

The Son is given, ſo as to accompliſh another grand pre- 
diction 'g). * Behpld a Virgin ſhall conceive, and ſhall call 
© his Name Immanuel: which, being interpreted (5), is 
God with us.“ And all this, as appears from the context 
of //aiah 75th, to go before the entire overthrow of the Ni 
& ngdeom. * Fear not, ſaid the angel of the Lord to Mary (i), 

© thou haſt found favour with God. And behold thou ſhalt 
* conceive in thy womb, and bring ſorth a Son, and ſhalt 
call his Name Jeſus. He ſhall be great, and fo forth. The 
brightneſsofthe Father's glory; the deſtined heirofallthings. 
(4) © Agreeable to Daniel's words; I ſaw in the viſions of 
the night, and behold, one like the Son of Man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the ancient of days, 
* and they brought him near betore him. And there was 
* given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 


alfa ix. 6. bGen iii, 15. e 1 John ill. 8. d Ads i 24 e Lu li 54. 
f Eph ii io. g iſa. vii. 1. h Matth. i. 243, i Lute i. 30, &. 
k Fleb 1, 2, 3. chap. vii. 13, 14. 
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people, nations, and languages, ſhould ſerve him: his do- 
© minion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
* away, and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, 
What a /uminous prediction! Obſerve here, and praiſe the 
everlaſting © love of God, even the Father, compare John 
iii. 16. Glory to God in the higheſt (a), and on earth 
© peace, good will towards men.“ 

The Government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder.* Allud- 
ing to the cuſtom of ſtewards and deputies (5). And it 
_ © ſhall come to paſs in that day, that I will call my ſervant 
< Eliakim,, the ſon of Hilkiah ; and I will clothe him with 
thy robe, and ſtrengthen him with thy girdle, and 1 will 
commit thy government into his hands, and he ſhall be a 
© Father to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and to the houſe 
* of Judah : and the key of the houſe of David will I lay 
upon his ſhonlder. So he ſhall open, and none fhall ſhut ; 
he ſhall ſhut and none ſhall open.“ All, in their largeſt 
and ultimate ſenſe fulfilled in © the ſon born and given. 
© Theſe things ſaith he that is holy (c), he that is true, he 
that hath the key of David.“ It is as thou ſayeſt. I am 
© a king.“ Vet, not of this world. (4) Every one that 
eis of the truth heareth my voice.“ How good, how gra- 
cious a confeſſion made in the preſence of Pontius Pilate. 

And his name ſhall be called wonderful (e),“ or really 
be fo, as to his birth, nature, and offices. Though of 
humble outward condition, he is announced from heaven, 
great; the ſon of the higheſt,” one who ſhould poſſeſs * the 
* throne of David; and reign over the houſe of Jacob for 
© ever. Good tidings of great joy, and to all people. A 
« Saviour, Chriſt the Lord — God with us (5. How 
ewonZerful an union. The image of the inviſible father (i), 


a Luke ii r5. b If. xxii, 2, &c. c Rev. iii, 7, d John Ki, 36 37, 
_ Elf, ix, 6, f Luke i, 32, g chap, ii, Io, 11, h Matth. i, 21, i Col, i, I5, 
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— 


© the firſt-born of every creature. God was manifeſt in 
« the fleſh (a), juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, preached 


© unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
© into glory. 


He is our divire counſellor. * Believe thou not that I am 


in the Father, and the Father in me (5) ? The words that 
© I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of myſelf: but the Father 
© that dwelleth in me, he doth the works. Believe me for 
© the very works” ſake. A light to lighten the Gentiles, 


and the glory of thy people Iſrael (e). A falvation, 
prepared before the face of all people.” Why, aſkeſt thou 


for his name, ſo far as it is a /ecret ? Let his plain neceſſary 
counſels be acknowledged with gratitude. | 


Mighty God, for certain, he is in office. As above ſet 


forth, our g orious Immanuel. For, though there be that 
* are called gods (4), whether in heaven, or in earth (as 


* there be gods many, and lords many), to us, there is 
but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 
ve in him; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all 
things, and we by him. With a name given him above 


© every name (e). The Father hath put all things under 


bis feet ;* himſelf only excepted (47). If he called them 


gods (g, unto whom the word of God came, and the 
« ſcripture cannot be broken; ſay ye of him whom the 


Father hath ſanctified, and ſent into the world, thou blaſ- 


* phemeſt, becauſe I ſaid, I am the ſon of God? If I do 
© not the works of my Father, believe me not ; but if I do, 
though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye 
© may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in 
him.“ The near connection of ſuch a one with mankind, 
is peculiar and ſuperlative. © The mighty power of God, 


a 1 Tim iii. 16, b John xiv. 10, ft. ce Luke ii 32, 3r. 


d « Cor viii, 5, &. e Phil. ii 9. f « Cor, xv. 27. g John x. 35. & e. 
K 


— 1 
2 


n 


I. 2 * ? 


l 


N 
„ - 
ge EO ps , n 
8 — rg 


3 "4,20 Up 
. , BIG * 
1 


. Pet x 
mn 


| me + 


98 OF CHRIST. 


© which wrought in Chriſt (a), raiſed him from the dead, 
© and ſet him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above every name that is named; and hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 


| © all things, to his body the church. For it pleaſed the 


© Father, that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell (5). The 
© fulneſs of the godhead bodily. Unto the ſon he ſaith (c), 
© Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a ſceptre of 
«© righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom: therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs 
© above thy fellows.” -— 3 | 
© He is the everlaſting Father ;* or, that of the everlaſting 
age. Unto which of the angels ſaid he, at any time (4), 
thou art my ſon, this day have I begotten thee ?.. Being 
© made ſo much better than they, as he hath by inheritance _ 
© obtained a more excellent namethan they. For the ſuffering 
© of death, he was crowned with glory and honour. And he 
© muſt reign (e), till he bath put all enemies under his feet. 


Let every tongue confeſs (, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 


© the glory of God the Father. Jeſus ſpake unto his diſciples, 
© ſaying, (g) All power is given unto me in heaven, and in 
earth. | 
Prince of peace he is, to whom each of the above proper- 
ties belong. And all things are of God (/), who hath 
© reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given 
to us the miniſtry of reconciliation, viz. that God 
was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
© imputing their” repented of treſpaſſes unto them. Being 
© ;uſtified by faith (i), we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jcſus Chriſt. By whom alſo we have acceſs 


2 Eph i. 19, 20, 21. b Col i 19. cHebi.8,9. d Heb. i. 5, 4. 
chap. ii. 9 e 1 Cor xv 25. If Thil. ü. cx. g Matti xxviii 18. 
h 2 Cor. v. 18. i Rom. v, I. 2. 
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© by faith into this grace, and rejoice: in the hope of the 


glory of God.“ His counſels and his motives alſo, lead all 


to bleſſed union with one another. And the peace of God 
which paſſeth all underſtanding (a), ſhall keep your: - 
© hearts and minds through Chriſt Jeſus. The kingdom of 


God (5), is righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
* Ghoſt. For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is ac- 
© ceptable to God and approved of men. In his days ſhall 
* the righteous flouriſh (e), and abundance of peace ſo long 
© as the moon endureth.“ How adorable, the riches of 
divine grace! For this cauſe (d), ought we ever to bow 
© the knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


V . . ep. po Yd 
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CHRIST THE GLORY OF ISRAEL. 
F the Few#/h nation, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt 
came (e). He was to be their chief, To reign 
© over the houſe of Jacob for ever ( f).* To be, as in 
the ſtead of God himſelf, to them, and to all mankind. 


(g) For he who commanded the light to ſhine out of 


© darkneſs (h), hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
S | n 


Before faith came, the Jews were kept under the law: 


© of carnal beggarly ordinances (i); ſhut up to the faith 
which ſhonld afterwards be revealed. The law? ſerved 
as their * ſchoolmaſter, to bring them to Chriſt.“ That is, 


to be redeemed from elementary bondage, to the adoption of 


* ſons.” At the ſame time, he came not *to deſtroy. the law 


wn Phil. iv, 7. b Rom xiv. 17, 18. c Pfal. Ixxii 7. d Fph. ili, 14. 
e Rom x. F. f Luke i. 33. g Mat, i. 21. h 2 Cor. iv. 6. i Gal. iti, 23-24, 
chap iv. 5. 5 
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and the prophets (4), in matters of * pure ſpiritual wor- 
* ſhip, and duty, but to fulfil. For I ſay unto you, that ex- 
* cept your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſnefs of the 
© Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the king- 


dom of heaven.“ See this exemplified at large from verſe 21. 


Though like to Moses, as lawgiver, (a) Chriſt was to be 
his ſuperior. * Even that which was made glorious at 
Mount Sinai ; (5) had no glory in this reſpect by reaſon 
© of the glory that excelleth. Where the ſpirit of the Lord 

© is, there is liberty. But we all beholding as in a glaſs, 


© and with open face, the glory of the Lord, are changed 


into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
© ſpirit of the Lord. If the firſt Jewiſh covenant had been 
* faultleſs, then ſhould no place have been ſougght for the 
* ſecond (c). In that he ſaith, a new covenant, he hath 
made the firſt old. Now that which decayeth and wax- 
eth old, is ready to vaniſh away.” 
.- © What the law could not do, in at it was weak 
© through the fleſh, (4) God, ſending his own ſon in the 
© bkeneſs of ſinful fleſh,* hath completely done. For the 
law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſas, hath made us free 
* from the law of ſin, and death. This is the new and 
© better covenant, ſaith the Lord, (e) I will put my laws 
into their minds, and write them in their hearts: and I 
will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. 
] will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins 
and their iniquities I will remember no more ? 

Let not your heart be troubled (/), ye believe in God, 


© believe alſo in me. In my father's houſe are many man- 


4 ſions; if it were not ſo I would have told you: LI 
go before to prepare a place for you. And, if I go 
k Mat. v. 17, 0 a Deut. xvi 8. b 2 Cor iii. to, t, 18. 


c Heb. viii. 7, d R. m. viii, 3. 2. e Heb viii, to 12. t John xiv. 1, &c. 
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- and prepare a place for you, I wil come again, and; re- 
© ceive you unto myſelf, that where I am there ye may be alk 
5 © ſo. They ſhall never periſh (a), neither ſhall any pluck £1 
- „them out of my hand. How glorious, as lawgiver, fa-- | 
"Fo _ «© viour, and judge. Of Lis fulneſs have all we received (5). | 
- and grace for grace; free, rich, accumulated.. As the 

t father hath life in himſelf (c); ſo hath he given to the 
} © ſon to have life in himſelf ; and hath given him autho- 
1 «rity to execute judgement, becauſe he is the ſon. of- 

4 man.“ | | | 

5 | | * as ; | 5 
; SECTION XXIIL \ 4 
- CHR IST APPROVES HIMSELF TO ALL THE HI.. 1 
! DREN OF WISDOM. 

4 ILL the multitude are biaſed by men of evil deſign. 

. they have, to the praiſe of divine goo?nefe, a love to 

3 what is true. They inquire, and are fond of credible evi ſence. 

: It is, for the moſt part, ar7ifice that miſleads their weak minds y. 

- ſo as * like children to be toſſed co and fro, and carried 

S about with every wind of doctrine (4).* They doubt their 

| own judgement, through * cunning craftineſs of them that. 

S lie in wait to deceive :? and, at length ſwallow what is dan-- 

[ gerouily /a//e with implicit confidence. Ye ſent unto John, | $ 

. and he bare witneſs unto the truth (e). He was a burn- . 

5 ing and a ſhining light: and ye were willing for a ſeaſon. 

£ to rejoice in his light. And all bare him witneſs (V, and 

1 wondered at the gracious words, which proceeded out of 

d bis mouth.“ 

Ll FF Yet, how ſoon and eaſily were they practiſed upon, e 

P in the ſame hour, they thruſt him out of the city Na- 


(IN . 5 POE, i 
” 7: = John x, 28, Þ chap.i 16. ce chap. v, 26, 27, d Eph. ivet4i- 
r 1 Sohn u. 33. f Luke iv. 22. | 5 "mp | 
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* zareth, and led him to the brow of the hill, that they 
might caſt him down headlong.* After a hud Hoſanna, 
ſaying, © bleſſed be he that cometh in the name of 
„the Lord to ſave us (g) By a miſrepreſented idea 
of that ſalvation; they cry out to a man, © crucify- him, 
_ * crucify him 5%.“ Ah, and wo is us, for raſh, fickle, and 
popular reliances. 

Still real attentive * wiſdom is ;uſtified of all her Chil- 
dren (i). Zaccheus, a publican, ſays, behold Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken 
any thing from any man, by falſe accuſation, I reſtore hin: 
© fourfold. On the other hand (4), the Phariſees who were 
s covetous, derided him. Whence, he ſaid unto them; ye 
are they which juſtify yourſelves before men, but God 
© knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly eſteemed 
among men, is abomination in the ſight of God.“ Mere 
| forms and prouzices did render them averſe to pure /elf- / 
denying truth, At one time they overva/ue peculiar notions ; 
and, at another time, treat them with contempt. Mow, the 
Halt of nature is every thing; and anon, it is not worth a 
ruſh, So, in a thouſand * elſe. The abſtemious 
 _* Baptiſt had a devil (J. A more liberal living Son of 
Man, was a wine bibber, a friend of Publicans and ſinners.“ 
How peeviſh ! How inconſiſtent ! | . 
Vet both diſeaſes continue. Some ſay, ſhew us a a miracle. 
A ſecond, that there can be no ſuch thing. A third cavil 
at prophecies, becauſe they are obſcure ; a fourth affect to 
tell us, they are by far too clear and written after the events. 
Only the Ch luren of wiſdom, who love, and are at pains to 
$nd her, can be ſucceſsful. Hear inſtruction, and be wiſe, 
«and refuſe it not (n), beware of malice. Beware of 


Matth, xxi 9 h Mark xv. 14. i Luke vii. 35. chap, xix * 
* chip. ari, 14, 16. LLuke vii, 33, 34. m Prov. viii. 33. 
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« falſe Prophets (u), which come to you in hone? s clothing, 

| « but inwardly they are ravening wolves. By their fruits 

© ye ſhall know them.” If for example, they nominally. 
profeſs to revere the wor i of God ; and yet will not ſubmit 


to what is plainneſt and ofteneſt to be met with there. If 
they give viſible proofs, they are either unſtable or un- 
© learned ; by wreſting hard paſſages of ſcripture to their 
© own deſtruction ().“ Above all, when it comes to be 


ſeen, that with them, the pub of filthy lucre is a chief end of 


their godlineſs. 
lt is a pleaſant conciliating thought, that the ſame ends of 
holineſs and happineſi, may be made good, by different me- 


| thods. ohn Baptiſt and our bleſd Lord were, as to man- 


ner, not only different, but, in ſome things nearly oppoſite + 
yet both of high importance to mankind. The one was 
rather auſtere; the other gentle and affable. Both were 
juſtißed by the ingenuous. So, what, through human weaks. 


neſi, was a bond of contention at Corinth. ſaying (p), I 


£ am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of 
« Chriſt :* was underſtood, afterwards, to be for the general 


good. All things are yours (%: whether Paul, or Apollos 


* or Cephas.” None of them could properly be wanted. 
© They were Miniſters by whom the Church believed, even. 
© as the Lord gave to every one. All fit labourers together 


_ © with God.“ 


Happy #eachers and people, who ſeriouſly recollect this, ſo 
as to profit. They will walk together worthy of the 


_ © Chriſtian vocation (7); with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 


« with long ſuffering, forbearing one another in love. En- 
* deavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit m the bond of 
© peace.” Such will never treat any thing as erroneous, or 


criminal, which doth not accord to their own private fancy. 


n Mat, vii. 15, &c, o 1 Pet. iii. 16. p Eph. i. 2. q chap, il. 21, 2255, ge 
T. Eph, iv. r, VC | 


104 OF CHRIST. 


They will rather admire in theſe, the varieties of providences 
As in nature, ſo in grace, they will believe them to be all pro · 
per. Thus, ſpeaking the truth in love (7), grow up into 
s him in all things which is the head, even Chriſt. As 
© every man hath received the gift (?) even ſo miniſter the 
«© ſame one to another, as good ſtewards of the manifold: 
grace of God: that God in all things may be a 
od 1. Jeſus Chriſt,” 


wa 44 (64 <a> dope pe ppp pope 
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:; TMMANDUET. 

HAT is, © God with us (a) ;* and after a ſpecial' 

7 manner. So, Acts vii. 9. And the patriarchs,. 

© moved with envy, ſold Joſeph into Egypt: but God was 

© with him.“ In like manner, * did God ſend Moſes to be a 

© ruler and dehverer, by the hands of the Angel which ap- 

© peared to him. in the buſh.” By the ſame divine pre/ence,. 
or inſpiration, all the ſubſequent Prophets taught; and the 
heroes of faith wrought wonders. Above the whole, and ab-- 
ſtracting from every thing my/erious, no man knoweth the 

Son but the Father (5; That word which was in the be- 
© o3nning with God (c).“ His beloved, his only begotten, 
©the brightneſs of his glory (4), and the expreſs image of 
© his perſon. In whom dwell all the fulneſs of the Godhead: 
« bodily (e) ;* and not as in the temp e of Fudea. 

When Jeſus began to work miracles, he manifeſted forth 
© his glory /); and his diſciples more than ever believed 
© on him. The word made fle{h,* or true and proper an, 
© dwelt among us (g), and we beheld his glory, the glory 


s Eph. iv. 15, t 1 pet. iv. 10, lt. a Matth. i. 21. b Matth xi 27. 
c Johu i. 1. d Heb. i. 3. e Col. ii. 9. f John ii. 11. g John i. 14. 
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© as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace, and 
s truth. God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth (5), with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with power; who went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppreſſed of the Devil: for God 
was with him.“ 
Have I been ſo long time with you 'i i), and 3 baſk 
* thou not known me, Philip ? He that hath ſeen me, hath 
| © ſeen the Father: and how ſayeſt thou then, ſhew us the 
Father! The words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of 


* myſelf: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doth the 


© works. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs (4), hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light 
© of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
« Chriſt. An evidence of divine perfe&ion,” far ſuperior to 
that from the Heavens, Firmament, Sun, Moon, Stars, or 
Temple itſelf. 

And they, the Apoſtles (1), went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 
© the word with ſigns following. As God in Chriſt, did he 
« ſave his people alſo from their ſins. Unto him that loved 
aus, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 
© hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto God, and his Fa- 
© ther (2x), to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.“ 
How viſibly, in all this, was Chriſt God with us? Son, be 
© of good cheer (), thy ſins be forgiven thee. Ariſe, take 
© up thy bed, and go unto thine own houſe. Lord, if thou 
wilt (o), thou canſt make me clean. And Jeſus put forth 
his hand, and touched him, ſaying, I will, be thou clean: 
and immediately his leproſy was cleanſed. Speak the 

word, only, and my ſervant thall be healed. And Jeſus 

+ ſaid unto the Centurion, go thy way, and as thou haſt 


i John xiv 9. 70. k 2 Cor iv, t. Mark xvi 20. m Rev. i. 3 
n Nistth. ix. 2, 6 o chap. viii. „„ | 
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© believed, ſo be it done unto thee. And his ſervant was 
© healed in the ſelf ſame hour. | ” ered 

Thus, the ſpirit of the Lord God was upon him (2). 
© becauſe, as ſaid by himſelf, the Lord hath anointed me. 
© God giveth not the ſpirit by meaſure unto him r. The 
© Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
© hand. How competent a judge, therefore, as well as 
Lawgiver, Teacher. and Redeemer, mult our /mmanuel be? 
As the Father hath life in himſelf (/, ſo hath he given to 
© the Son to have life in himſelf ; and hath giyen him au- 
* thority to execute judgement, becauſe he is the Son 
of Man.“ Amazingly comfortable to the upright, and fear- 
ful to the unbelieving. * Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry (?) 
© and ye periſh from the way ; when his wrath is kindled 
© but a little ; bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in 
© him.” Taking all together, what human mind could 
have conceived ſuch an excellence of character as God with us? 
Yet have a few z/literate Apoſtles carried the ſame conſiſtent- 
ly through. An appointment equally wiſe and gracious. 
Let us mark the ſteps of our great good Immanuel, and fol- 
low him; that we alſo may be partakers of the divine na- 
ture (a)): | 

© Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
© above all that we aſk, or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church, by 


* Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without end.” 
Amen. ” 


4 fa. li. t. r John iii, 34, 35, s John », 26, 27, t Pſal, ii, t 2. 
u 2 Pet. i, 4, 
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' SECTION XXV. 


CHRIST'S APUSTLES WISELY CHOSEN FROM 
LOW OUTIVARD ESTATE. 


FTE R the miraculous draught of fiſhes, Jeſus ſaid | 


* unto Simon Peter, with James and John, the ſons 
of Zebedee,” all partners, fear not (a\ ; frem hence- 
forth thou ſhalt catch men. And when they had brought 
their ſhips to land, they forſook all, and followed him.“ 


Such familiar witneſſes, and to be employed as himſelf was, 


give high credibility” to our divine faith. They were not 


ftrangers to Feſus, when called; as appears from John i. 


37, &c. Having found him of whom Moſes in the law, 


and the prophets did write :? they left their all, at his 


command. Their honeſt indu/?ry, with frugal modeſt beba- 
viour, were chief qualities; with love for heavenly truth. 
Moſt fit, to pull men-from depths of error and vice. 

In the end, great was their uſe. It was ſeen, when an- 


cient Fewiſh Prophet: did not ſucceed, * that the fooliſh 


things of the world (5) did confound the wiſe; the weak 


© things of the world, through divine election, confound the 


© things which are mighty; the things deſpiſed, and that 
were not? of any account, * did bring to nought the things 
that were. That no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence.” 
None of all the human race. Here was contempt rather, 
thrown upon pride and pomp. How amazingly ſucceſsful 


were they made, by ſpiritual gifts! Men of lou rant, with 


nothing to ſupport them, but rather oppoſed by all, did 
teach the goſpel to every nation (c)* with effect. The 
Lord working, by their means; and confirming the word 
* by ſigns following (4). 


a Luke v, 10, 11, b 1 Cor, i, 27, &c, c Mat, xxviti, 19, d Mark xvi, 20, 
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He came, and preached peace to you which were afar 
© off, and them which were nigh. Through him we both 
© have an acceſs by one ſpirit unto the Father. And are 
© built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets ; 
© Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone (c). In 


whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth un- 


© to an holy temple in the Lord. Other foundation can no 
© man lay (4) than that is laid.” What an honour to be ad- 
mitted into partner/hip with Chriſt! To ſucceed as he did; 
and even to a larger extent! Ye have not choſen me (e], 
© but I have choſen you, and ordained you, that ye ſhould 
go and bring forth fruit; and that your fruit ſhould re- 

main.“ | ; | 


CONTINUED. ; 
THE apa/oiical writings harmonize, in every thing 
material. Their dedrines are all according to god- 

lineſs, or tend to the illuſtration and enforcement of a holy 
life. Againit theſe trifling apparent differences of time, 
phraſe, or place, ought never to be named. - Indeed they 


indicate to a certainty, that there was no previous concert. 
- Upon no occaſion do they either ſpeak, or write, as pleaſ- 


ing men. Nor do they any where magnify themſelves. 
Like their Mafter, they predict the F-wi/þ overthrow with- 
out reſerve ; becauſe of their public aniverſal corruption. 
How oppoſite to any thing like /ecular deen? 

It may be obſerved further, that they diſſemble not their 
own mean outward rank ; nor that of their Lord. They 
even treat with Hongſt freedom one another's faults, not as 
enemies indeed, but as people truth. Their method of teach- 
ing was plain and ſimple. Not with enticing words of 
men's wiſdom, / but in demonſtration of the ſpirit, and 


c Eph, ii, t7,&c, d « Cor, iii, 1, e John xv, 16, 1 Cor, ii, 4, 5, 


O F CHRIST, 


with power. That the faith of thoſe connected wk 9 
-them * might not and in the wiſdom of men, but in te 
power of God. TIO Seeing whatorer doth n this 
_ native garb of truth. Fa 

Before men of all raoks, they are juſt hat pg a Cire 
cumſtance which did require not only zea/ and courage, but 
much ſelf-command. All, as has been juſtly . obſerved, 
very different from compoling in private, free from noiſe 
and danger. They engaged at all ſeaſons, with all ſorts. 
of characters and tempers, and were obliged to meekneſs, 
under ſore provocations, Having no ſuch talents naturally, 
they muſt have been acquired, or infuſed. The work was 
above all human power. Indeed it was a glorious one. 
In leſs than two centuries there was ſcarce a ſingle nation 
or kingdom; which did not in whole, or in part, acknow- 
ledge the truth of Chriſt, So ſays an eminent eccięffaſtical 
writer. (a) Inquiring after the cauſe of this we are com- 
pelled to own, that their tuccels ſurpaſſed all human ability, 
and mult be imputed to the eo-operation of him who faid 
unto them, (5) Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
* baptizing them in the name cf the Father, Son, and Holy 
* Ghoſt. Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever | 
© I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway. 
even unto the end of the world.“ 
The apoſtles, then, have left us a ſure complete rule of” 
faith and practice. The world has been, and will be yet 
more. en/ightened from thence * It was needful for me 
* to write unto you, (e) and exhort you, that ye ſhould 
* earneltly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
* unto the ſaints of the houſehold of God. 4) And are 
* built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, 


1 a A. D. 314, b Mat, xxviii. 19. c Jude i, d Eph. ii. 19, &c. 
a | ; # 
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« ſeſus Chrict himſelf being the chief er dd To 
the author of our ſacred bookr, and to him only we are 
amenable for all our ſentiments. He that rejecteth me, 
(4) and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him; the word that have ſpoken, the {ame ſhall judge 
him at the la arc 8 ö 
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CHRIST TEACHES BY HIS EXAMPLE. 
Are 


SECTION I. 


H E IS THE SONOF M 4 MN. 


Saw in the viſions of the night, and beheld one like 
« the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven (6), 
© and came to the ancient of days, and they brought him 
| © near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory and a kingdom.” Hence it appears, that the 
high roya/ inve iture of Feſus, was to be the effect of his h- 
' miliation. In all things, (c) it behoved him to be made 
© like unto his brethren. He was a partaker of fleſh and 
blood: hereby the word is made very nigh (4 that we 
may do it. To the poor the goſpel is preached (e),“ as 
by the doctrine, fo by the e amp e of one like themſelves. 
For both he that ſanctifieth, (J) and they who are ſanc- 
© tified are all of one: for wich cauls, he is not aſhamed 
5 to call them brethren.% 


2 John Ki, 48, b Dan. vii. 13, 14 c Heb ii. 17, 1 d Deut. xxx, 14. 
5 e Luke vil 23. f Hb. i I, | 
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Jas, as man, has a true tody and- à reaſonable foul. 
Herewhth; under a, © divine ſpirit given to him beyond 


9 meaſure, (a) he ſpake the words of God. And ſhewed us 


an example, (5) that we might follow his ſteps. Thus 


aganointed, c) with the Holy Ghoſt and with power, he 
© went about doing good, and healing all that were op⸗ 


© preſſed of the devil.“ Let Chriſt be precious to us, even 
while he acts as or of man. His pattern is no leſs than the 
biftory of our religion. If ye know theſe things (4) happy 
© are ye if ye do them. But if any man have not the 
« ſpirit of Chriſt, (e) he i is none of his.“ | 

.* Truly our fellowſhip i is with the Father, ( F) and ich 


1 . Son Jeſus Chriſt.” That is, we are joint partatkers. 


© Partakers (g/ of the divine nature. Begotten and born of 
God. (+4) The fruit of the ſpirit, (i) is in all. goodneſs, 
© righteouſneſs, and truth. Be ye followers, (4) imitators 


rather, of God as dear children. That which is born of. 
© the fleſh, (I/) is fleſh ; and that which is born of the ſpirit, 

* is ſpirit.” Such are God's workmanſhip, (m) created in. 
c Chriſt Jeſus to good works; which God hath before or- 
= dained that we ſhould walk in chem.“ 


244 ae „ 


SECTION *. 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE OF E ARLY PIETY. 
3 the child Jeſus grew (n), and waxed ſtrong in 
ſpirit, filled with wiſdom; and the grace of God 
* was upon him. Now his parents went to Jeruſalem. 
every year, at the feaſt of the Paſſover. And when he 


© was twelve years old, they went up to Jeruſalem, after - 


_ a John | ii. 34. br Pet, ii 21. c Acts x. 38. d John xii, 17. 
e Rom viii. 9. fr John i, 3. g Pet i. 4 hi ſohn v. 1. Fran 
k "oy v, 1, I John i ii. 6, m Eph, ii, 10. n Luke! ii, 40, 41 42. 
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the cuſtom of the feaſt.” Neither the m2:her nor the 
chi d were obliged by /aw ; but af:ion led them thither: 

From want of money, it is probable, Pole ph. and Mary 
did ſoon return with, or a little after ſome of their pious 
Linse l, among whom the ch was ſuppoſed to be. 


Whereas, he choſe to ſtay behind His devout love_ was 


firong. The parents came back to * Jeruſalem, and found 
him in the temple, ſitting in the midſt of the doQors, 
both hearing them, and aſking them queſlions. And all 
that heard him were aſtoniſhed at his underflanding, and 
* anſwers.” Bieſſed family ! who, agreeable to the divine 
Jaw, were ſo deſirous to tranſmit the praiſes and ſtrength, 
and wonderful works of God, (a) from generation to 

generation: that they might ſet their hope in God, and 
© not forget him, but keep his commandments.? 

Thus vont parent: live in their ofipring; and continue 
to do much good, even after death. * Greatly defiring to 
« ſee thee, (5) that I may be filled with joy: when I call 
© to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 
d welt firſt in thy grand-mother Lois, and in thy mother 


= Eunice; and 1 am perfuaded that in thee alſo. eur, 


though young, honours the prepriety and uſeſulneſ5 of ſuch 
religious virtue. He not only Ine u, but felt likewiſe, that 
there is a time of life, when the ve tutored mind becomes 
ſenſible of r3/ig/vus impreſſions. If parents, as they ou ght, 


encourage theſe ; their deſcendants are almoſt certain to 


profit, by them. Theſe are they who do ofteneſt urge to 
be taken into coverant with God Whence, as Jews became 
ſach * in heart and ſpirit (c); ſo do Chriſtians anſwer to 
© their baptiſm,” a good perſonal conſcience d). They * be- 


' © Jieve with the heart, (e) and confeſs Chriſt with the 


a Pfal. Izxviii 5. &c. b 2 Tim. i 4. 5. c Ron. ii. 29. 


d' i Pet. iii. 21. e Rom, X 9. 10. 
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* mouth to their Aiden A delightful preſage / future: 


. happineſs ! | 
Jeſus did not need e as other children do; * 


he would be an early beneficial. example of zeal for public 


religions ordinances to the end of time. Likewiſe of mo- 


deſt, unaſſuming deſire to be informed. Likewiſe of fami- 


liar catechetical intercourſe. He underſtood the force of. 


that divine proverb, (a) * Train up,” or rather, as in the 


margin, * catechiſe a child in the way he ſhould go: and 


© when he is old, he will not depart from it.“ Filial regards 
are peculiarly momentous. And therefore, ( b) < Jeſus went 
down with Joſeph and Mary, and came to Nazareth, and. 
© was ſubject to them.“ They were both mild, as appears 
from the context 3 and he who increaſed in wiſdom and. 
- ſtature,” or age, muſt bave increaſed in peculiar favour. 


with them. He did ſo © with God and man.“ The good 


effects of early rational piety are not to be numbered. 
; | „ 4544-4 4 Þ> ode pode de dd | . 
SECTION III. 


cuzlor AN EXAMPLE o GRADUAL MANI 
FESTED WISDOM. 


IKE Samuel (e) * Our bleſſed Lord grew on.” Be-- 
came conſpicuous, and was much attended to. The 


| increaſe of his wiſdom, as man' was not withheld: from. 
view when proper opportunities did require it. He would 
ſpeak of heaven'y things after a modeit manner, Hereby 
jullice is done to divine 21. Mutua: advantages are re- 
ceived. Then they that feared the Lord, (4) ſpake often 


© one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard, and 
+ "Ol book of remembrance was written before him, for them 


a. chap. Xxil, 6, b Luke ii, 5t, 52 1 dam. ii. 26, d Mal. is 16, 
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that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
And they ſhall be mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts, in that 
* day when I make up my jewels: and I will ſpare them, 
as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him (a). 
We do not read, that ever Chr ſtudied from home, at 
learned ſchools The preſumption, if not certainity is, that 
he never did. His willing mind, however, was early open 
to pious uſeful ſubjects, He loved to be * about his Father's 
© buſineſs (5). He muſt have loved, at all times, to hear 
things of this ſort taught, and to aſt, where viſible fuperiors 
were, in relation to them. The favour of man, by this 
means, would be added to that of G. What is /ovely, 
ever muſt deſerve praiſe; and all other circumſtances 
being equal, they do not ſoon ſeparate (0). The heart vo 
candour warms towards ſuch. | 
Let the zoung act upon this principle. It is at once de- 

a rout, and humanizing, mild, and quick to oblige ! The 
very wort muſt eſteem and venerate: the mouth of 
fooliſh ignorance i, flopped, or put to ſilence. (d) A 
* wiſe man will hear, and will increaſe wiſdom ; and a 
man of underſtanding ſhall attain unto wiſe counſels (e).? 
Both / and body in ſuch, muſt increa;e together The 
| path of the juſt (Y, is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.“ In proportion to 
the danger of early gears, ought to be that of their regard 
to good preſervative means. * I love them that love me, 
| (2) « and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Where- 
with ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? By taking heed 
* thereto according to thy word (4). He that walketh 
© with the wiſe, ſhall be wile ; A but a companion of fools 


* ſhall be deſtroyed.” | 3 


a Mal i 17 1 Lake ii 49. e Phil iv.8. 41 Pet i. 16, 
e Prov i, 5. f Prov. iv. 18. g Prov, viii. 17, h Pal, cxix. 9. 
| 1 Prov. xin. 20. 
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SECTION W. 


CHRIST 1s TEMPTED. LS 55 


E have not foch an Hoh Prieſt (a), as cannot be 15 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
© was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without ſin.“ 
| His trials in the wilderneſs, ſeem, in particular, to have been 
| | wiſely intended for the good of all who believe in him. b, 
| Whence, being full of the Holy Ghoſt, when he returned 'Þ 
from Baptiſm in Jordan (5), he was led thither by the 1 
© ſpirit.” St Mark (c) uſeth a Rronger pbraſe Kill, . | [i 
and that immediately. | 
All of them may be underſtood. to have paſſed i in v Joan fon s | 
as promiſed, Num. xii. 6. * If there bea Prophet among . 
you, I, the Lord, will make myſelf known unto him, in a 
« viſion, and will ſpeak unto him i in a dream.“ Though the 
former of theſe were addreſſed by means of bodily organi, and 
when the Prophet was quite awake; yet his mind was clear, 
and he was therefore as much an/werable for the conſe- "lf 
quences, as if the whole had been /zterally tranſacted. | 
Thus, in the caſe of Abraham (d). And it came to | 
* paſs, that, when the ſun went down, and it was dark, be- k 
„ hold a ſmoking furnace and a burning lamp that paſſed _ 1 
between thoſe pieces. Aſter which, and agreeable thereto, | 
the covenant was made ie). The ſame way, an Angel of 
[| © the Lord appeared unto Moſes (/, in a flame of fire, in 
a the midi of a buſh ;* who ſpake to him as God. Not ma- 
terially different were the divine vifiens of Iſaiab, Daniel, and 
others. Under the New Teſtament (g). St. Stephen, full 
© of the Holy Ghoſt, looked up ſteadfaſtly into heaven, and 


* 


| a Heb. iv. 13. b Luke k. 1, c Mark i. 12. d Gen. xv. 17 
* e chap, xvii, 2. F Exod, iii. 2, 4. g Acts vii, 35. : 


* 


166% o rei T. 


© faw the glory of God, ond the Son of Man nn on 
© the right hand of God.“ Sz. Peter's alſo was very remark- 
able (5); when inſtructed by a uiſſon, to preach the goſpel 
to Cornelius. And another to * St Paul, to go over to 
Macedonia, and help the brethren there? In each of the 
above, bodily ſenſe, and intellectual power, v ere left in full e exer- | 

| ciſe. They were all accountable. - ; | 
Thus ſome, and with no ſmall probability, e the: | 
different wilderneſs ſcenes. It muſt be owned, this frees our 
 ſubje& from conſiderable difficulties ; as that of a literal 


devil, acting in the manner ſet forth with a divine perſon. & 


The Few would eafily conceive theſe; by means of the above 
SSH Simplicity, with equal good inſtruction, muſt” 
ever pleaſe The wilderne/ is fitly choſen, as replete with 
natural encompaſſing Horrors. Says a late 7udicions traveller 
(Mr. Maundrel) a miſerable, barren, mountainous place, 

© as if here nature had ſuffered ſome violent convulſions ?. 

The devil, according to popular ideas of thoſe times, was 
eee to be the head of apęſtate Angels ; and favouret- 
of every kind of miſchief. The tempting addreſs, therefore, 
to current ſent ments is well choſen. Satan's malicious arts 
fully enſnaring ſuggeſtions, could not excuſe compliance, 
more than what is tempted to by people of our own order, 
from their tt. The rule of caution is (i), keep the 
© heart with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life.“ 
It is not the wicked attack we have to anſwer for; but 
when that is yielded to. 

Even Chriit, when flled with the Holy Spirit, pure not 
himſelf in the way of being tempted ; but is led thither, for 
wiſe ends, by a-cele/tia/ impul/je. Such can never be over- 
come, though they may-be greatly tried. They wait the ca/l. 


h es Xx. i Prov, ir. 23. 
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of heaven. And, it may be obſerved, that ſevere trials As. 


not unfrequent, as in the taſe of our bl: efed Lord, upon the 
back of peculiar high privileges. Thou ſtandeſt by faith W)- 
© Be not high minded, but fear:? 

For lack of this, Peter was /ited nigh to ruin. The moſt 
devoutly affected ſhould nor forget, that they are ſtill upon 


earth. Tn the *© road of duty, God is faithful (J), who will 


© not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
| but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape.” 
Thus we may meaſure proficiency, by ſucceſs in an evil hour. 


Let patience have her perfect work (n], that ye may be 


perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Bleſſed is the man 
© that endureth temptation ; for when he is tried, be ſhalk 
« receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath Prone 
© to. them that love him.? 

So ſitude is good, as a mean; but not — to be de- 
pended upon. Here are ſome peculiar trial; to be met wich. 
Chriſt did often retire 5 but "only to prepare himſelf the 
better for public beneficial work. Even his pure mind was 


met with evil trying ſuggeſtions. © How to combat theſe, he | 


bath nobly taught us. 


CO NTI NUED. 


'ESUS when he had faſted torty days (), was aſter»! 
ward an hungered ; and, in viſion, © the tempter came 
© to him and faid, if thou be the Son of God, command that 


© theſe ſtones be made bread.* Supply thyſelf by miracle.” 


And Jeſus anſwered him (e), ſaying, it is written, that 
man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God.“ After this way he was to ſerve mankind, and not 
to conſult his own outward perſonal eaſe. Theugh rich in 


k Rom xi, 20. | 1 Cor. x 13 m James i. 4,12 n Matth. iv. 2. 
o Luke iv. 4. | 5 
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power, he was, * for their ſakes, to become poor (), that 
© they through his poverty might be rich.* Such then, and 
even during the days of bis f:/, was the wor or will of God. 
This, even as Mo: and Elias had done, he would honour. 
It will be allowed, that the ſtrength of apperite from hun- 
ger, is urgent; and, for trial, the power of omnipotence, as in 
the by paſt forty day: and nights, might abſtract itſelf. A /en- 
ſation from thence, may be better conceived than put into 
language. Vet the /2a/ible ſuggeſtion, he would not yield to 
This would have argued diſruſt; and been an early miſap- 


.  Plication of miraculous powers. If the addreſi was made un- 


der form of an angel of /ight ; its force mult have been ſo 


much the more felt. With him, however, the word, will, or i 


appointment of Go1, overcomes every thing. By this, how 
great ſoever the pain was, he was ſure to live. His anſwer, 
therefore is firm, quick, and commanding. His Almighty 
Father's arm, he knew was not ſhortened, from the days of 


© Moſes and Elias, that he could not fave (7). He had at 


hand; likewiſe, a moſt appoſite fſeripture paſſage (r). Thus 
= clothed in ſeavenſy armour, he is ſafe. * And the ſword of 
© the ſpirit (), which is the word of God.? 
What a wiſe preparation for public uſefulneſs ! ] 70 is 
purity of mind itſelf brought under /ore tria! ; and gloriouſly 
triumphing. This proclaims worth, and afſures, at length, 
an adequate reward. Such enter not into 47 ;/pute with temp- 
tation, but meet it at once with what is quick and power- 
« ful, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
© heart (0. This ever marks an upright affeFionate character. 
Vet, alas * when, for the time ſome, ought to be qualified 
teachers (2) they have need that one teach them again, 
* which be the. firſt principles of the oracles of God; and 


p 2 Cor. viii. 9. q lſa. I. 1 r Deut. viii. 3. s Eph. vi. 17 
t Heb, ie, 12, u chap v. 12. ; . 
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are e-become ſuch as have need of milk, and not of adds 2 


* meat: or ſenſes fully exerciſed (u), to diſcern both good and 
evil.“ How deteſlable muſt. it be to /ve, or ſubſiſt by- 
criminal methods ? * A little that a righteous man hath (v) 

is better than the riches of many wicked. The backſlider 
in heart ſhall be filled with his own ways (w) ; and a good 
man is ſatisfied from himſelf. Take heed, and beware 
of covetouſneſs (x) for the life of man conſiſteth not in the 
* abundance of the things which be poſſeſſeth. / 


CONTINUED. 


EN are not left at their freedom, to ruſh into frefern 

hazards ; but ever bound to all neceſſary ways, 
duties, and ations. Noble ſpirits are moſt in danger from 
the love of fame. * If, ſaith the tempter unto Chriſt,? in viſion, 


thou be the Son of God (a), caſt thyſelf down from this : 
6 high pinnacle of the Temple: for it is written, he ſhall 


give his angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands 


(they ſhall bear thee up, leſt at any time thou daſh thy foot 


againſt a ſtone.“ If, as underſtood by ſome, this did ap- 


pear to be a certain /o/emn occaſion, when the vaſt thronging 
multitude did enter; the ſugge/tion was hereby peculiarly 
heightened. | Yet Je/us doth not hearken to it, no not for a 
moment; but ſaid unto him, it is written again (5), thou 
« ſhall not tempt the Lord thy God.“ Not even to be ſeen 
and admired for aſteni/hing gifts. e 
How like is this to Zechariah”: trial (c), And he ſhewed 
me to Joſhua, the High Prieſt, ſtanding before the Angel 
© of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding at his right hand to re- 
* fiſt him. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, the Lord rebuke 
© thee, O Satan, even the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem, 


u Heb v.14. v Pſal xxxvii 16. w Prov. x'v. 14. x Luke xil, 15. 
2 Match. iv, 6, 7. b Deut vi, 16. C chap. Ii, 1 2. 
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rebuke thee.” What was now ſuggeſted to our bleſſed Lord, 
was from Pſal. xci. 11. Shrew in clothing, and made to 
a chief buman foible, like that in Gen. iii. 5. For God 
« doth know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
© ſhall be opened; and ye ſhall be as gods, knowing good 
* and evil: $0 ever ſince, ambitious ſchemes from pride, 
| have deſtroyed millions. | 

Here then was a frial peculiarly ſeductive. It was ſuch 
an one as our divine Saviour, afterwards, had often put into 
| his way. Particularly, John vii. 3, 4. His brethren, 
© therefore, ſaid unto him, depart hence, and go into Judea, 
© that thy diſciples alſo may ſee the works that thou doſt. 
For there is no man that doth any thing in ſecret, and he 
© himſelfſeeketh to be known openly. If thou do theſe things, 
© ſhew thyſelf to the world. This too, Was what both rulers 
and common people would have been fond of, What Satan 
| did ſuggeſt, would, for a while, at leaſt, have gratified them 
all. But it would have been reverſing one principal end of 
Cbriſps divine miſſion, to teach æxemplarily what was hum- 
ble, pure, diſintereſted. Truth mized with cad is ſpecial 
diabolical artifice. 

It required the wi/aom of "TIONS to ſee through the jnare ; 
and a ſimilar fortitude, to triumph over it. Both con{picuous 
in the Captain of our ſalvation. © Again (4), it is written, 
£ thou ſhall not tempt the Lord thy God.“ Thou ſhalt not 
make trial of virtue, out of his own road. Thou {halt not 
put thyſelf in the way of anreceſary hazards, Even truſt in 
the Almighty mult be regulated by prudence. Thus „e- 
ducers tempt, but they can never force. Senſes, affections, 
and appetites, guarded by watch/ulrie/; an! prayer, muſt be 
ſafe. To live by ſuch meaſure, is the true nobility of man. 


d Matth. iv, 7, 
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Citing ſer ipture: by found, or in ſcraps, will often endanger. 
Yet, how many claſſes of this ſort are there in the world ? 
How often doth * Satan transform_himſelf into an angel 
of light {a)? Be familiar with ſeripture, in\its mutual de- 
pendency of parts. Then, no paſ:ge will be found to con- 
tradict another. Thoſe which are plain will ſoon enlight- 


en what is more ob/care. * To the poor the goſpel” is 
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4 7 FUL Tempters, and of long practice, a theie 
©: molt hazardous attacks to the laſt. Therefore, « the 
2 devil, in viſion, * ſaid unto Jeſus, from the top of an 
4 high mountain e), whence was exhibited all the king. 

doms of the world, and in a moment of time, all this 
power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for it is 
delivered unto me, and to whomſoever I will, I give it. 


© If thou therefore wilt worſhip me, all ſhall be thine. 


Employ thy niraculous gifts, likewiſe, to effectuate the 
ſame among mankind. The ſublime height was meant to 
affect the imagination: and the contraſt, in midſt of a 
hideous wilder neſi, was ning - In whole, an an awful 
ailreſs. | 


Boundleſs government, wealdi, temples; i images, FRE ö 
military grandeur proportionable, were great ſecular objedtr. | 


5 Magnificence is ſpecially adapted to what are called by 
ſome, ſuperior minds. Yet Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 


him, with an indignant holy zeal, * get thee behind me, 


Satan; for it is written, thou ſhalt worſhip the, Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” Thus does he treat 
the cunning fa'/ehood of bell. My kingdom is not from 
© hence (d). To this end was 1 born, and for this e uſe 


a 2 Cor, xi. 14, b Luke vii, 22 ce Luke iv. 5, &c. 
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* came I into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs to the 
3 truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” 
How juſt, how proper, compared with this to Pilate, was 
our blefſed Lord's anſauer to the impious ſugge/tion * He was 
deſtined anivenſal ſovereign. though not of this world; * to 
give light to them that fat in darkneſs, and in the ſha- 

| dow of death (a); and to guide our feet into the way. of 

peace. / 

Whatever determines the heart, is to men as Gd. 9 
cannot, therefore ſerve God and Mammon (2). If any 
< man love the world (c), the love of the Father is not in 
© him.” The coveting, and the voluptuary, are both ido/a- 
ers (dJ. The more fpecioily vice is drefſed up; the 
more we ought to dread it. They who have temporal ad- 
vantages and ſeduce by theſe, are peculiarly Sataniſh. Re- 

4 ſiſt the devil, and he will flee from you (e). Neither give 
© place to him (/, no, not for a moment. Say unto the 
ſeductive adireſs, get thee hence. Wait not to diſpute. 
Store the mind with clear, ſharp, ſcripture remonſtrances. 
Thus, in all things it behoved Chriſt to be made like un- 

= \ © to his brethren (g), that he might be a merciful and faith- 

| © ful High Prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to make 

1 © reconciliation for the ſins of the people: for in that he him- 

A « elf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to ſaccour 

8 2 a them that are tempted. And lo, I am with you alway, 

| even unto. the end of the world. Amen (3). 


= Luke i 78 b Mat. vi. 24 ct Jn iT. 15 d Fph v $. Phil tit. 19. 
e James iv, 7, f Eph. iv. 27. g Hb. ii 17, 18. h Mat Ill 20. 
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SECTION v. 


c 7s 7 AN EXAMPLE OF PIETY IN PR INCIPLE. | 


HEN the di iſeipler praved our 5 ed Lord to eat (a), ; 
he faith, my meat is to do the will of him that 
_ © ſent me, and to finiſh his work: drawing thoſe who ſpake- 


to him, after his uſual manner, from things vifible, or bodily, 
to things ſpiritual. So, in anſwer to what the apoſtle Phi- 
lip ſaid, * ſhew us the Father, and it ſufficeth us 3); Jeſus 


« ſaith, believeſt thou not that I am in the Father, and the 


Father in me? the words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak 
not of myſelf; the Father that dwelleth in me, be doth 


C the works.? 


- © Thus, he glorified not himſelf (c).? A pleaſant, and 
greatly animating. example. The pious, in like manner, 


will ever refer the whole of their gad to him; and alſo be 


determined by his will, as their ef end. They are not 


dazzled by divine gifts , nor do they ceaſe to employ them 
after a ſuitable manner. * He whom God hath ſent (d), 
© ſpeaketh the words of God : for. God giveth not the ſpi- 
© rit by meaſure unto him.“ His devotion at heart was con- 


tinual. Well might he ſay, (e) I ſeek not mine-own 
glory, but the glory of him that ſent me.“ After a ſtu- 


pendous cure, Jeſas, in place of allowing the indebted 
© prateful perſon to go along with him, ſent him away V. 
« ſaying, return unto thine houfe, and ſhew how great 
things God hath done unto thee. And, when there 
* came a fear on all (g); they glorified God, ſaying, that 
a great prophet is riſen among 2 and that God hath 
viſited his people.“ 

Meekly pions. Jeſus ! how apt are even men of diftintion 


a John iv. 34 d chap. xiv. 8 10, c Eph.v 5. d Jolin iii. 34» 
e John viti. 50, f Luke vill. 36, 39. g chap vii. 16, 
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to do otherwiſe? To think ſoberly, according as God bach 
« dealt to every man the meaſure of faith (a), is pure 
ſpiritual devotion. Whereas, * if a man think himſelf to be 
« ſomething, when he is nothing (5), he deceiveth himſelf. 
His hear! is not yet ſully with him, from whom is every 
good gift, and every perfect gift (c).“ To thoſe who are. 
devout, the father of lights is all in all. As the Father 
* knoweth me (d), even ſo know I the Father. Father, 
« olorify thy name (e! From a troubled foul, and in the 
nigh proſpect of cru: ifixion, how great is this! * Therefore - 
© doth my Father love me,“ with ſpecial eminence, -* be- 
* cauſe I lay down my life,” having his commandment, 
i that I miight take it again.“ ES 
In the days of his fleſh, when he had offered up pray- 
: ers, and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying and tears, unto 
© him that was able to ſave him from death /, he was 
heard, in that he feared.” Or, as in the margin; that 
© he was devout. Father, if thou be willing (g), remove 
this cup from me: nevertheleſs, not my will but thine be 
done. And there appeared an an gel unto him from 
heaven, firengthening him.“ Marvellous F-/us Hoy 
powerful ought thine example to be? Nothing leſs than in- 
-  piration could deviſe, and keep up conſiſtently to ſuch a 
W ©. charatter. Of all who in princip/e reſemble Chriſt, it may 
| be ſaid, (5) ye are the temple of the living God:“ even 
as he himſelf hath done, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
= people. And I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall 
ode my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.” 


a Rom, xii 3. b Gal. vi 3. c James i. 17. 0 Joby x. . 
e chap. xii. 238 chap x. 17. f Hcb v. 7. g Luke xxii 42, 43. 


h 2 Cor. vi 16, 17, 18. 


- 


525 
* CONTINUED. * . 


THE principle of devation i is beſt ſeen, or felt, 5 in /u fering, 
dying hours. It was Chriſt's meat not only to do, 
but to fniſh the Father's wort. (a) Piety at heart, all along, | 
did carry him through. In 3045 and mind both, his laſt 
trial were unſpeakable; and * he knew all things that 
« ſhould come upon bim 5). How he was to. © be made 
* ſin (c), or treated as an igſamour malefadtor. To be 
« deſpiſed and rejected of men (4), à man of ſorrows, and 
* acquainted with grief.” To be eſteemed as one, by his 
enemies, ſtrieken, ſmitten of God, and afflicted,” 1 
Vet, when he was reviled (e), he reviled not again 1 
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when he ſuffered, he threatened not; but committed him- 


ſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly.” Such had been, and 
ſach to the laſt, was his fil reſource. * The hour is come 
{f) *© that the Son of Man ſhould be glorified.” But, it was 
an awful d hour; and behold he prayeth : what hall 
I Father fave me from this hour : but for this cauſe 

came I to this hour. Father, at all events, glorify thy 
* name, Then came there a voice from heaven, ſaying, L 
have both glorified it ; and will glorify it again“ And 
doth he not appear g/or/ous, in nearly his next laſt bequeathing 
word (g)? Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 

« you : not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ve have 
© heard how I ſaid unto you, I go away, and come again 
© unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid, 
I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than J. 
© But that the world, as well as you, may know that I love 
the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, 


2 John iv. 34. Þ John xviii. 4. c 1 Cor. v. 27. 4 tha. Bi. 3, 4 
e 1 Ft. ii. 33. f John xij. 23, 27,28, g John xiv, 27, 3le 


3 


126 or CHRIS ;. 


ſo I do. Ariſe, let us go hence. Let me now finiſh wy 
© Father's work.” 
- Aſtoniſhing devout tre ! He al drop. the teh 
© of private friendſhip (e); and weep, as a patriot, over loſt 
Jeruſalem V. But, by the effect of pure principled piety, he 
is © ſtrong of mind, to receive a band of men, and officers 
« from the chief Prieſts, and Phariſees 'g) with lanthorns, 
c and torches, and weapons.“ Nor does he fail hereafter, 
in one ſingle article; but, © commending his ſpirit to the 
© Father (4), and giving up the Ghoſt, The heathen Centu- 
_ © rion glorified God, ſaying, certainly this was a righteous 
man; and all the Jewiſh people that came together to that 
* ſight, beholding the things which were * ſmote their 
© breaſts and returned.“ 

Throughout the whole, Cbriſr. 3 was earneſt, with- 
out vebemence.* It hines conſpicuous, from under the thick 
dark cloud of afliction. He delivers not his own ſoul, till 
he could ſay (i), it is finiſhed. If, before that, his words 
were (I), My God, my God, why, or for how long a time 
© haſt thou forſaken me? They are words of prayer, taken 
from an ancient prophetical oracle (1) ; and they claim a 
clear intereſt in the Father*; affection. He was heard and 
ſaved out of the bitter agonies of death. Every way, the 
pious principle is ſublime. Let us admire the depth of the 
_ © riches both of the wiſdom, and knowledge of God (, in 
ſuch an example. Let a ſimilar devout principle be our re- 
ſource in extreme diſtreſs. If ye. abide in me (), and 
* my words. abide in you, ye ſhall aſk what Fe will, 1 it 
„hall be done unto you.“ Amen. 


| e John xi 35. fLu% x'x. 8 g John viii. 3. h Luke xxiii. Links 
47 48 i John Al. 30 k Math. Avi. 46. I * xxii, I, 
m Rom. xi 33, u John xv. 2. | | 


o CHRIST. s 127 


| - CONTINUED. T 
ANY obſervable things in Chriſt's life, more Len 
cially towards the cloſe of it, are apt to be over- 
looked through haſte, or indifference. Thus, long before 
his natural ſtrength upon the creſi was exhauſted : he could 


ſay, that his wert was juſt about to be finithed (a). By the 


pirit of the higheſt that was in * him without meaſure (5,,* 
no doubt this may be accounted for. But he likewiſe knew 
that he had done every thing appointed for him as a witeſr ;- 
in fulfilment of ancient prophecy 3 as an offering and ſa- 
* crifice of a fweet ſmelling ſavour unto God (c).* From 
firſt to laſt, he is determined by motive or principe. 

He is now made ſenſible, how much the father was 
pleaſed with his righteous ſervice. He could claim relief 
upon divine promiſe. He even pray, accordingly; and his 
petition is anſwered. ©* Though he were a Son (4), yet 
© learned he experimental obedience, by the things which he 
did ſuffer ;? ſo as to become perfect. He fees himſelf, there- 
fore, as then to © become the author of eternal ſalvation to 
all that obey him ;* and anticipates this high honeur in his 
own mind. He underſtands diſiniſton from torture and re- 
proach, as over. It is fni/hed, faid he, in hearing of his 
much confounded enemies ; and bowed his head and gave 
© up the Ghoſt.” Compare Mark xv. 39. Luke xxiti. 40, 47. 

As Moſes was admoniſhed of God, when he was about 
© to make the tabernacle, that he ſhould make all things (e) 
according to the pattern ſhewed unto him in the mount; 
ſo he who * was in the beginning with God //, as to the 
time and meaſure of his trials: when, and not before the ex- 
piration of which, he was to lay down his life, that he 
* might take it up again (g),* The commandment given, he 


a John xix, 30. b chap: iii. 34 e Eph. v. 3. d Heb. v. 8,9. 
e Heb, Mü. 5. f John i, 1. g chap- x. 18, | 
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did execute ; and therefore ſays, it it finiſhed. My Father's 
high will, as to ſuffering, is over. My next piour exerciſe bs 
"ou to the enſuing gr ious recompence.. | 
When thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin (5 ), hs 
I ſhall ſee his ſpiritual feed : he ſhall prolong his days, and | 
© the pleaſure of the Lord ſhail proſper in his hand. For 
«the ſuffering of death (1), he was to be crowned with 
glory and honour. That of bringing many ſons,” as fol- 
lows, © unto endleſs life. For this pure mediatorial joy ſet 
© before him, he endured the croſs (4) deſpiſing the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Till the way was quite prepared for this ; he could not fay, 
it is finiſhed. But his will, and that of the Father were 
ever one; and he was not far off from helping him (/). 
A clear and ſure earneſt of this, Jeſus had in himſelf. 
Like- grounds of acceptance to human prayers, will not 
fail, at any time. Now we know (n), that God heareth 
not finners; but if any man be a worſhipper of God, and 
« doth his will, him God heareth.* The condition of . ſuch 
is truly bleed. With firm truf?, and decent humility, they 
may, and ought to commit their ſpirit to him that judgeth 
« righteouſly. As 7e/us was innocent through life, and uſe- 
ful, ſo let all his /o/lowers endeavour to be. Then, if they 
pray from principle with Chriſt, they ſhall be heard with 
Chrift. If they ſuffer with him (x), they ſhall alſo reign 
© with him. If they be dead with him, they ſhall live with 
him.“ Such ſtate of triumph is above all words. 


* 


h Iſa. Ui. to. ji Heb, ii. 9, 10. 1 chap, xii, 2, I Pfal, xxli. 19, 
m John ix, 31» 22 Tim. in, 1, 14, h 
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CHRIST AN EXAMPLE 0 VISIBLE PIETY... 
HEN FJeſus had cleanſe ed the temple, after a miracu- 
lous manner (a), « the Diſciples remembered; 
c that. it was-written, the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me. 
up.“ It affected his ſoul with 4oly indignation to ſee * his 
F ather” s houſe made an houſe of merchandiſe,” yet doth he 
not deſtroy the impious. By degrees, he was to introduce 
a more ſimple uſeful form wor hip than that of Mees (5) 
© alſo the ſons of the ſtranger that join themſelves to the 
Lord, to ſerve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to 

© be his ſervants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 
_ © polluting it, and taketh hold of my Covenant: even them 
will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful - 
in my houſe of prayer: for mine houſe ſhall be called an 
«© houſe of prayer for all people.“ Kenda. now, the * 
to that accompliſhment. | 

Still more explicit (c), for from the riſing 1 che fon to 

the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great 
among the Gentiles, and in every place, incenſe ſhall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name 
© ſhall be great among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts,? 
No method could be made uſe of more proper to introduce 
this, than to clear by miracle, the court for religious profelytes + 
at Jeruſalem. If the Jeu. could not then, yet others, in 
every. age, would come to reflect, and apply. The im- 
mediate effect, we are told, was, that many believed in 
| © his name, when they ſaw the miracles which he did.” 
What could not poſſibly hurt men, but did ſerve co awe the 
brute beaſts, * poured out the changers money, and over- 


a John ii 15, 17 blk lvi 6,7 e Ma:th, i. It, 
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© threw the tables,” becauſe here it was, that poor rangers 
were greatly wronged. In efe@ the houſe of God, for ſome- 
time paſt, was made a houſe of thieve:.. Being of prigſeſy pro- 
feffion, and corrupt, they were the worſt of all. 

How much to be commended, in each of Chri/?s followers, 
it zeal for divine worſhip, out of pure motives ? Like that of 
their maſter, it is calm, deliberate, and without wrath ; 
prudent, and ſeaſonable. Some 22a/oufly aſſect, but not well; 
(4) that they may exclude clear ap2/tolical dofrine ; * where. 
as, it is good to be zealouſly affected always in a 
good thing. The möre certain that duties are, the more 
they are important. I know the forwardneſs of your 
© mind (e), for which I boaſt of yon to them of Macedonia: 
and your zeal hath provoked very many. So all Chriſ- 
© tianis / ought to be zealous of good works. To hold 
* falt the profeſſion of their faith without wavering (g). To 
* conſider one another, to provoke unto love, and to bene- 
ficent deeds; from thence. Not forſaking the aſſembling 
* of themſelves together, as the manner of ſome is ; but ex- 
* horting one another.“ , 

Bitter mutual outrages differ widely from the above. 
They are earthly „ ſenſual, droiliſh (B). And the fruit of 
© righteouſneſs is ſown in peace, of them that make peace.“ 
Pure zea/ may eat up one's ſelf; but cannot devour others. TO 
theſe laſt, it may Rill be ſaid (i), ye know not what man- 
ner of ſpirit ye are of. The 5½% f cauſes will not excuſe 
violence. Who is a wiſe man, and endowed with know- 
* ledge amongſt you, let him ſhew ont of a good converſa- 
tion his works, with meekneſs of wiſdom (4). _ 

A worſhip of deity, ſolemn, public, and conducted upon 
clear rules, is a proper object of warm regard. And he, 


e Matth. i. 23, 5. d Gal, „ . f1h,4,05 
g eb, x, 23 &c, h James iii, 14, 18, i Luke ix, 55, k Jam, iti, 41 
. o 
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« Jeſus, came to Nazareth (/, where be had been brought 
* up : and as his cuſtom was, he went into the ſynagogue 
© on the Sabbath day, and ſtood up for to read.“ Here he. 
exemplified regard to a glotious divine ixſtitute and taught 
occaſionally ; * ſo that all bare him witneſs, and wondered 
at the gracious words which profeeded out of his mouth. 
Where holineſ5 is the end, zeal cannot exceed. In like 
manner, mutuzl love. I was glad (n), when they ſaid 
a unto me, let us go into the houſe of the Lord. Our feet 
* ſhall ſtand wichin thy gates, O Jeruſalem ; whither the 
« tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the teſtimony of 
« Tirael, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord? _ 
And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days ar. „ that the 
mountain of the Lord's houſe ſia'l be eſtabliſhed in the top 
of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the kills ; 
© and all nations ſhall flow unto it. And many people ſhall 
go and ſay, come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will 
« teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for 
© out of Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jeruſalem.” Still, however the +ou/e of God 
may, and is, alas, too often profaned, by fermaliſu, who 
ſay, and do not; by the ſuper/iitious, the narrmw minded; 
the ſour /darian ſpirit that covets and worſhips alternately. 
And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they 
* {it before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but 
they will not do them: for with their mouth they ſhew 
much love, but their heart goeth after their covetouſneſs. 
(And lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely ſong of 
« one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well on an in- 
ſtrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not.” 


1 Luke iv, 26,42, m Pfal, exxil, I, &c, u lſa, ii, 2, 3, O Ez. xxxiii 31, 
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74 Whereas true Zeal is ever pure and generous. * When Jeſus | 
_ © ſaw a poor impotent man lie (ol, and knew that he had 
been a long time in that caſe, he ſaith unto him, wilt thou 
© be made whole?“ Then, after a brief anſwer, * he ſaith, 
© riſe, take up thy bed and walk. And immediately the 
© man was made whole” The Fews were offended, and 
did © perſecute Jeſus becauſe he had done theſe things on 
© the Sabbath day.“ But F-ius nobly * anſwered, my Fa- 
ther worketh hitherto, and I work.“ The ſum; and per- 
fection of obedience, is to follow God (g). Compare Matth. v. 
48. 1 Pet. i. 15. Such a ſublime mo ſel is brought i into eaſy 
view, by the words and works of Chi.. 

_ : Beloved worlhipper, © let us love one another: for have is 
of God (r); and and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God.“ He that loveth not, let him profeſs 
what he will, &oweth not God ; for God is love. The hiſtory _ 

of our blefſed Lord's pious benevolent goodneſs, is that of our 
religion. And we all with open face 2), beholding as in 
fo the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 
* image from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the 
Lord. And where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” | 
In fact, this is. heaven itſelf upon earth. A ſure earneſt of 
our future inheritance; (t) a chief deſign of the literal Sabbath, 
anticipating that which is everlaſting (2); F-/«s had no 
ſuch need of vi/ible religious ſervices, as his follower, have 
but they were the Father's appointment (v), and he would 
honour them. What can the ungod!y ſay to this? . 
ye deſpiſers (), and n and periſh.” 


of 


p John v, 5. 6 1 7, . &e, q Eph, v, rt John iv. 7, s 2 Cor, iii, 8, 
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SECTION VII. 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE OF RETIREMENT ron, 
3 DEVOTION. FE 


ND; in the morning, ſays St. Mark (a), rifog up T 
* £ A great while before day, he went out, and departed 
into a folitary place, and there prayed Highly characteri- 
ſtical of ſuperior excel ence. He would prefer this intercourſe, 
as appears from the context, to popular admiration ; * for 
© all the city was gathered together at the door.“ And; 
thus ſtrengthened for public work, his diſciples” find him, 
and ſaid unto him, all men ſeek thee. And he ſaid unto 
them, let us go into the next towns, that I may preach 
there alſo; for therefore came I forth. Prayer, praiſe, 
© and meditation did ſweetly enable lim for difficult ſer- 
6 vices? 

Thus, at once, aid he fandif ſolitude * 3 Like 
the /equeſtere ! hermit too often, he carried not the world in 
his heart; wiſhing, if his prcſgfi ion would admit, to live among 
crowds. His was a pure elevation alove thing: ren and temporal. 
A devout habit, or taſie. Hereby he found good every 
where The /erwoor, of defire kept np, he follows hard 
© after God 5, is continually with him,” When the day 
is thus begun, and a 7empcr ſeitled, nochirg comes amiſs. 
Viciſſituues are expected, and properly waited for, even 
though ungrateful to ſenſe. Much more .generous fublic 
officer. Happy they who, Jus like, abridge their hours 
for amuſement and f:ep. Who are never leſs alone, than when 
alone, and never better employed. 

_ Great de/igns, exec at ont, and ſuße ing, require much of 
this alſtraction. When Jeſus ſaw the multitudes (e), he 


a chap. i. 35, 33, 37. 'b Pfal. Ixin 8, Ixxiii, 23. Matth. ix. 36, Kc. 
os | N 
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was moved with compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted 


© and were ſcattered abroad, as ſheep having no thepherd. 
Then faith he unto his diſciples, the harveſt truly is plen- 
' teous, but the labourers are ſew. Pray ye, therefore, the 

Lord of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth labourers into 
© his harveſt.” The ſame thing he repeats (4), upon che 
choice af his ſeventy diſciples. * Being come to the Mount. 
aof Olives (e), he ſaid unto his Apaſtles, pray, that ye en- 
©ter not into temptation. And he was withdrawn from. 
©them about a ſtone caſt, and kneeled down and prayed.” 

A pious work, which, in the agonies of. for: 7 wel he MO 
| again and ”—_— 
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SECTION VII. | 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE 0 'BENEFICENCE, / 


AYS St. Paul (H. Le know the grace of our Lord 

© Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, for your ſakes 

c he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be 
« rich.“ Likewiſe, how God anointed Teſus of Nazareth 
(z) with the Holy Ghoſt and with power; who went 
about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of 
© the devil: for God was with him.“ Having every thing 
in his power, he ſubmits to an abyſs of perſonal want, for 
the ſake of uſefalneſs to mankind. This led him 70 do, and 
to fu her. In both he is altogether ve y; fairer than che 
© Sons of Men; grace is poured into his ln (2 
He anticipates defire very often ; ; than which, few beau- 
ties even in beneficence can well be ſuperior." Thus, in the 
© caſe of one who had an infirmity thirty and eight yearsg Je- 


p ow 
d Luke ix 2, c chap, 2 xxii, 40. f 2 Cor, vil, 9. 8 Ads X 38. 
u Fſal, xlv. 2. | 1 8 
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e ſus ſaith unto him (i) wilt thou be wade whole ?? He is 
yet more benevolently affected, with a ſimple uncomplaining 
| anſwer”; ; and faith unto him, riſe take up thy bed and 

Walk. Immediately the- man was made. whole.” So 
much the more obſervable that along. with this, his paſt 
enormout fins had been forgiven him! Behold, thou. art 
made wliole: fin no more, leſt a worſe thing come unto | 
i thee.” Troubles of long continuance © have A OO claim 
to ſuch - compaſſion.” FE 

Bleſfed be they who teach, to end out W v objetts for 

relief. How like they are to ht The fituations of 
want and pain, do often add conſiderably. to what people 
ſuffer from them; and ſtill more diſappointment from others. 
As S$9/omon ſays (4), hope deferred maketh the heart ſick, 
No therefore perform the doing of it (I; that as there 
was a readineſs of will, ſo there may bs a performance 
* alſo out of that which you have. For if there be firſt a 
© willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, 
© and not according to that he hath not.“ Thus is there a 
kind of equality eſtabliſhed. * And if thy brother be waren 
poor (n), and fallen into decay with thee, then thou ſhalt 
© relieve kim : yea, though he be a ſtranger, or a ſojourner z 
that he may live with thee. - Thou ſhalt not give him thy 
© mohey upon. uſury, nor lend him thy victuals for increaſe. | 
Thou ſhalt not compel him to ſerve as a bond: ſervant, 
Thou ſhalt not rule over him with i but fear * 5 
G0 | 
* Withhold net ad from them to whom ĩt is ; due 8 
«when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not 
unto thy neighbour, go, and come again, and to morrow 
* I will give; when thou haſt it by thee.” So did not Je- 

i. John v. 6 8. 14. k Prov. xiii. 12. II Cor, viii, 1 f, 12, 14. 


m Lev. xv. 35, 39, 39, 43. N Prov, iii. 27, 28. 
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ſuur ; but, with * be made whole A word, a viſit of this 
* ſort, is felt even to tranſl; ſport. Obſerve the opportunity. 
Mercy is ſeaſonable i in time of affliction; as clouds of rain, 
in time of drought. If che clouds be full of rain (a), they 


* empty themſelves upon the earth: inſtructing the rich, to 
* give a portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight; yea, to caſt 


their bread upen the waters, that they may find it after 
many days.“ To ſuffer among thoſe who are able to aid, 
is au cilamitour. Let not frequent pitiaHe fights render 
thee callous ; but munificent!ly joft, rather, as the heart of him 
Who faid, ab thou be male whole 2 Put on, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved 3, bowels of mercies, kindneſs. 


_ © Be rich in good works (c), ready to diſtribute, willing to 


communicate. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor (d)..? 
Even ca/amities from 2zilt, did not eſcape the lenzer no- 


| tice of our bleſſed Lord. As for us, we/ufer juſtly ; * for 


C we receive the due reward cf our deeds: but for him, he 
did nothing amiſs. Yet, when he ſaw the faith of a palGed 
man, and thoſe who benevolently carried him; he ſaid (e), 
man, thy fins are forgiven thee.* The ſame in effect, as, 
«riſe up, and walk. Bear ye, therefore, one another's bur - 


dens (f), and ſo fulfil the law of Chrict. Chriſt had no 


© fin g), neither was guile found in his mouth ; yet was 
© himſelf touched with the feeling of our infirmities (4) : 
© he had compaſſion on the ignorant, and on them that were 
out of the way (1). Go, and fin no more,“ was his lan- 
© guage to real penitence (A). How much more ought we, to 
reftore one, it we are {jiritual (//, in the ſpirit of meek- 
'©neſs? To be kind to one another (2, tender hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God, through Chriſt, or for his 
fake, hath forgiven us? Compare again, Col. iii. 13. 


a Eccl, xi. 3, 2, 1. b Col, ii 12. ci iimvyi ig d tal xli. t. 
e Juke v. 10 23. f Gal. vi. 2 e ect, ii. 22. h Heb iv, t5 
i chap v. 2, K John v.it. 11. m Eph. iv. 32. ; 
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© Be ye, therefore, followers of God, as dear children (): 
And walk in love, as Chriſt, alſo hath loved us, and hatly 


0 given himſelf for us, an offering, and a ſacrifice to Gd 
for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour.”. Encourage the modeſ# poor 


Break not the bruiſed reed (8). Both have already ſuſſi. 
cient to bear. Be of eaſy acce/5 to them. Give aid un- 
ſought. Prevent cries and bluſbes, as much as poſſible. 


This is true communicative: charity The very image of 


Nan, 


© CONTINUED. 


. ; poor.“ How deep was his humiliation !.“ Foraſ- 
much as the children were partakers of fleſh a blood, 
(4) * he alſo himſelf likewiſe was partaker of the ſame. 


© He grew up as a tender plant (e), and as a root out of 


1 R 187 being rich (c), for your PS 1 


* dry ground.“ He had no peculiar viſible form or comeli- 


neſs ; and when ſeen, by the people of 1/+ael, there was no 
ſuch beauty that they could deſire him: On the contrary, he 
© was. rejected and deſpiſed of men, a man of ſorrows, and 
© acquainted with grief: and they hid, at it were, their 
faces from him. Yea, they did eſteem. him, ſtricken, 


© ſmitten of God, and afflicted :? they caſt him out, as vile 


How hau, for enriching mankind, * did the ones of our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt condeſcend !” 

All this while, the law of- God was in hip Ht de 
written of him. (e) I delight, ſaid he, to do thy will, 
0 my God: He preached righreouſneſs,” with afliduitys 


© in the great congregation :” and, even when molt oppoſ- 


ed, he did not refrain his lips.” He would, at all events, 


declare the divine faithfulneſs and ſalvation to a loſt world 


2 Eph, v. 1, . b ifa. zl, 3. © 2 Cor vi. 9% d Heb, bh. I. 
e Ila. lili, 2, 3, 4 f Pfal xl 7,8, 9. LI 
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other wiſe. His meat was to do the will of the Father, 
| (4) and to finiſh his work A work fraught with ing. 
mable god to mankind ! That we, through his pover- 
© ty might be made rich.“ Rich in faith ; rich in Flint; 
rich in hope ; rich in /ife everlaſting. The elec, the belov- 
ed of God (e), the brightneſs of the Father's glory, the 
* expreſs image of his perſon 4). Yea, God made mani- 
I feſt in the fleſh ( g „ did ſubmit. What an en 
contraſt! 
No wort of beneficence was underſiood . as beneath ig 
| By way of example, * he took a towel, and girded himſelf, 
20 and did waſh his diſciples? feet (5); Marvellous 7h! Mar- 
vellous grace! Our greatneſs, like his, is to condeſcend: 
() and whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed: and 1 
© he that ſhall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted. Verily, 
5 verily, I fay unto yon, the ſervant is not greater than his 
Lord, neither he that is ſent, greater than he that ſent him. 
If ye know theſe things, happy are ye it ye do them (I).“ 
Even where little is ed, much may be enjoyed. Grace, 
or charity, ſaperabounds with delight. The joy of enrich- | 
ing others, was that of our bleffed Lord, (I) * It was to | 
bring many ſors into glory. He came, and preached f 
© peace to heathens that were afar off; and to Jews that 
were nigh (n). Thus was the blood of the croſi rewarded ; 
© for he is our peace, who hath made both one, and 
* bath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us. Unmeaſurable riches by Chriſt (a,: in” or among 
| 5, the hop? of glory. Now all things are yours (o); ; 
0 5455 ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's But, as yet, 
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lances, they were known to one another ; yet, till the Holy 
* Ghoſt did deſcend upon Jeſus, and abide* by ſome diſtinct 


4 Neſſiuh, or God's anninted ( (F).? 


'$ 87-7 2: TE Ys 139 
(4) * eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepar- 
ed for them that love him.“ 

Without the grace , Cbra, none of the above advan- 
© tages could have been known. His willing poverty makes 
them out to admirable eaſe. What a potverful incentive to 
become like him! In particular, -* to do good and com- 
© municate, as we have opportunity to all men z- eipecially 
£ unto them who are of the houſehold of faith ().“ No mark 
of gratitude to him, can well go beyond this. Inaſmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my breth- 
ren (c), ye have done it unto me. Remember the words 
© of the Lord Jeſus (4), how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to 


4 give, than to receive.” 


4-04 4-4-4 4 p53 > doi - 


. SECTION. IX. 7 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE F FRIENDSHIP. 


HEN the diſciples of John Baptiſt were departed, 
having received their anſwer to a meſſage from 
him (e: Our bleſſed Lord held a diſcourſe with the Zews, 


as to that great man's character, and concludes it thus, 


For I ſay unto you, among thoſe that are born of women, 


o there is Hot a greater prophet than John the Baptiſt. 


Here was an act of friendſhip. Though, as devout acquain= 


bedi(y emblem, perhaps /uminous, he knew him not as Chrilt, 


After this, their connedion by Mee and lave, behoved to 


al Cor, i ji, 8 b Gal. vi. 10, C _ h, XXV. 40, d cds XI, 35, 
e Luke vii, 24, 28. f Join}, 33, | a. 
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be more dear. A thought that ſandlifier one of the moſt 
intimate uſeful ties of human life. Jobn was now in' priſons 
and it was ſeaſonable, therefore, that his character ſhould 
be fully ſupported. Such teſtimony of fien1/hip, as Solomon 
obſerves, (a) is made for the day of adverſity. - There is 
a friend, again, that ſticketh cloſer than a brother.“ In 
the face of hazard, F-/us declines not this duty of affetion ; 
but firſt he ſuffers the diſciples to go. Then proceeds to 
honour with praiſe, a /e{law-prophet ; an intimate. Such a 
witneſs for Jibn Baptiſt was not more true, than valuable. 
He juſtifies his friend, in abſence, and under reproach from 
Hlicit: power. How proper! as foretold of him, in the name 
of God. (b) © Behold, my ſervant ſhall deal prudently.” 
He ſeizes the moment, of all others which was fitteſt, to 
vindicate abuſed worth. | 

An inſtruftion ever to be regarded. He that hath 
friends once more, from Prov. xviii. 24. * ſhould ſhew 
« himſelf friendly.“ If even an ordinary perſon's good name 
is his life, or bread ; what ſhall we ſay to the cruel falſehood, 
of deſerting an intimate, as to defence of character; - when 
his neceſſity is greateſt ! Jeſus is a bold example to the 
contrary. But, beſides this, we have other clear marks of 
regard, in his hiſtory to the rie which more than moſt up- 
on earth doth ſweeten human life. St John tells us, 
(c) Now Jeſus loved Martha, and Mary her fitter and 
Lazarus.“ Bleſſed family! Lord, ' ſaid the ſiſters to him, 
by one whom they ſent, * behold he whom thou loveſt is 
« ſick. They modeſtly infinuate a d:/ire, and even hope of 
cure; but leave the iſſue to his own wiſe affection. Enough 
Vith him, and every other true friend. Yet to delay, at 
times, may be kind 2 the whole. It was thus, in the 


preſent caſe. 
A Prov. Yi, 7, chap. xvii 34. b Iſa xxii, 13, e 3 xi, 15 


e CHRIST: =. 
* When'Jeſus heard, as above {a), he ſaid, this fickneſs 


* is not unto death,” as commonly underſtood, but for the 


* glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
« thereby? He does not fay, of the ſudden, as * unto the 


Centurion of Capernaum 4, I will come and heal him.“ 
And again, even while on the way, go back to thy houſe, 
© and as thou haſt believed, ſo be it done unto thee.” At 
which very inſtant his ſervant was healed.” | But Lind 
itſelf, even that of pure friendſhip, acts from ſuperior motives 
ſtill, the known avi// God. The greateſi prod, all things 
taken together, is the choice of ſuch affection. Said 
Martha unto: Jeſus (e), I. ord, if thou hadſt been here, my 
brother had not died. Jeſus faith unto het, thy brother 
© ſhall riſe again.“ Which brings on a diſcourſe worthy of 


he indeed. It is an exerciſe of that which is you ; n * | 


be admired. ©. + 

And how is Mary affeted! As 6 ſoon as the bowls -of 
his arrival, and that he * called for her, ſhe aroſe "quickly, 
© and came unto him; falling down at his feet, ſaying, as 
her ſiſter Martha had done, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, 
my brother had not died. When Jeſus therefore ſaw her 
* weeping, and the Jews alſo weeping that came with ber, 
from belief that ſhe had gone out to the grave,” to open 
at large the flood gates of ſorrow over it, he groaned in 
©* ſpirit, and was troubled.“ Who fees not, in all this, the 
affedtion of friend/hip ! Still more, coming to ſee the place 
4 where Lazarus was laid, Jeſus wept.” Behold faid the 
„ Jews, how he loved him.“ The dedudion was natural. 
But, ſome of them, as may ſtill be the caſe, miſtook the 
proper meaſure of conduct, under a principle fo ſacred. 


© Telus therefore again groaning in himſelf, cometh to the 


grave; reminds his living friends of what he had {aid re- 


a john xl. 4. b Matth. viii. 7, 13. c John xi. 21, 29, 34, 3538, 
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lative to the * glory'of God: lifts up his eyes, and faid, Fa- 
© ther, I thank thee, that thou haſt heard me, for the ſake 


in particular of thoſe who are come to be witneſs, that 


they too may believe. And when he had thus ſpoken, he 


4 cried with a loud voice. come forth : and he that way 


dead came forth.“ The improvement is obvious; and 
does no ſmall honour to devout friend/bip. Suſpect not 
raſhly genuine exper.exced love. Feſus, an all perfect pattern 


of this, will come in /eaſor. So will whe other like Fo 


to their beſt. judgement. | 
One inſtance more, and the ſabje& i is alan FRO Now 
© there ſtood by the croſs of Jeſus, his mother, and his mo- 


© ther's ſiſter, Mary, the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magda» 


© lene. When Jeſus therefore ſaw his mother, and the Diſ- 
« ciple ſtanding by whom he loved, he faith unto his mother, 
© woman, behold thy Son. Then ſaith he to the Diſciple; 
* behold thy mother. And from that hour, that Diſciple 
* took her unto his own home.” Friendſhip in death conſpicu- 


ous! Think now of ſuch an ,Alliance. If children (5), 


© then-heirs, heirs of God, ad joint- heirs with Chriſt. For 
© both he that ſanctifieth (c), and they who are ſanctiſied 
| are all of one.“ That is, brethren, for certain; and even 
friends (4). I am he that liveth, and was dead (): and 
© behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
© keys of hell, and of death. Behold, I ſtand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my voice Y, and open the 
« door, I will come into him, and ſup with him, and he 
s with me. He that hath an ear, let him hear. He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them (g), he it is that 
5 loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and manitelt my ſelf to him.“ 


1 John xix. 2 16, 27. b Rom. viii. £70 Heb. ii. 1, c John xv. bh 
e Rev. i, 18. f chaps iii. 20, tle 8 * xiv. af. 
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* -SEGCTLON.X..:- 
CHRIST AN EXAMPLE OF MEEKNESS. _ 


7 NE Arg the Saviour of the world ſay (h\, <come 

„ + unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
1 and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and 
© learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ye 
© ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls.* Once, and but once, we 
read (i), and when he had looked roundabonton them with 
© anger, being grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts: he 
« faith unto the man, who ſtood in need of his aſſiſtance, 


© ſtretch forth thine hand And he ſtretched it out” from a 


ſadly withered fate till then; _* and his hand was reſtored 
« whole as the other.” They would not be convinced, who 
did watch him only to accuſe, that it was lawful to do 

good on the Sabbath days. They held their peace,” un- 
der a ſullen ſilence; and on that account, his anger and 


grief were ſtirred up together. They went forth' though 


unable to anſwer his * wiſe words, and ſtraightway took 
© counſel with the Herodians againſt him, how they might 
« deſtroy him.“ Thus did 4ypocrites and ſecular politicians 
unnite; and knowing chem to be ſo, he was ang indeed, 
but fill more grieved. 

pon another occaſion, at Geders, he diſplayed peculiar 
wrekneſs ; for, having accompliſhed the cure of two furious 
lunatier, at ſome * expence to an illicit trade in Swine, be- 


hold (4), the whole city came out to meet Jeſus, and when 


© they ſaw the perſon” whoſe caſe had been the moſt deſpe- 
rate * ſitting at the feet of Jeſus, clothed, and in his right 


* mind (/), they were afraid? of more loſs as to this world ; - 


h Matth., Al. 28. i Mark ill. 5, 4, 6. k Matth. vill. 34. I. Luke vill. 35. 
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and it may be too, conſcious of their own demerits : . and 
c they beſought him (J, that he would depart out of their 
© coaſts. And he entered into a ſhip (m) and paſ- 
© ſed over, and came into his own city. He would not cry, 
nor lift up , nor cauſe his voice of anger to be heard in 
1 « their ſtreets,” He left them to refed? and hey ſoon after 
. : improved by wy meetne/s. . 5 
3 Learn of him who: was meek and lowly i in ke 9). 
By the gentleneſs of Chriſt ( þ) let us all be perſuaded 
© who, when he was reviled, reviled not again (2): when 
= * che ſuffered, threatened not; but committed himſelf to him 
y | { _ © that judgeth righteouſly.*” When wrath is up, let us 
= quetly withdraw; unleſs we are next to certain, that we 
* ſhall be able to overcome evil with good (2). In meek- 
0 * nefs inſtruct thoſe who oppole themſelves (4), if God, per- 
Y adventure will give them repeatanee to the acknowledging 
of the truih : and that they may recover themſelves out 
of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
: c his will, with all. lowlineſs and meekneſs (?, with long- 
br ſuTering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring 
© to keep the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 
© This is to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called.“ | 
It is neceſſary to make an offer of grodneſs. But it people 
are averſe to this; we muſt peaceably depart,” or, waxing 
C bold, like Paul and Barnabas (2), ſay to ths © envious, 
contradicting and blaſpheming : it was neceſſary that the 
word of God ſhould firſt bave been ſpoken unto you: 
but ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge yourſelves un- 
© worthy of rating es lo, we turn to the gyontiles-" 
1 Matth. viii 34. m chap ix. t, Mm Ifa, Xi, z, o Matth, * 29, 


p Con 1 i, 1 Pet. ii. 2 , r Rom xi, 2t, $2 Tim, ii 25, 49% 
t Eph. iv, 2, 3,4, u Ads xiii, 46, v Matth, viz, 6, 4 
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With the utmoſt lenity, we * muſt not give chat which is 
_ © holy unto the dogs (v), neither caſt our pearls before 
« ſwine, leſt they trample them under their feet, and turn 
© again to rend. Here, it is meek to deſiſt. * Many good 
« works have I ſhewed you of my Father (w) ; for which 
© of thoſe good works do ye ſtone me? Behold in this, the 
* meekneſs'of wiſdom (x) :* and what ſhall we ſay to theſe 
laſt great words (y)? * If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs 
of the evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? Father, 
forgive them (2), for chey know not what 2 do!“ Ineom- 
parably mild Fejus. fy | 
A religious work is high and difficult. Above every ice 
that of religiouſly miniſtring and exempliſying. Here, tempers, 
offices, and capacities, are all to be ſtudied. And who is 
* ſufficient for theſe things (a)? Though I be free from all 
men (3), yet bave I made myſelf ſervant unto all, that I 
might gain the more. And unto the Jews, I became as a 
* Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the 
© law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are un- EOS 
der the law; to them that are without law, as without | 
* law, that 1 might gain them that are without law. To 
the weak, became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: 
Jam made all things to all men, that 1 might by all | 
- means ſave ſome. Thus, let every one of us pleaſe his 'Y 
; * neighbour, for his good to edification (c). For even Chriſt 
© pleaſed not himſelf ; but, as it is written, the reproaches of 
them that reproached thee fell on me. 


v+Matth. vii.6, w John x, 32, x James ii ui. 3 
«3% y Joby woiii 23. 
* Luke X Alli 34, a 2 Cor. ii. 16 by 3 ix, 19, c Rom, XV, 2, 8 | 
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CHRIST IN EXAMPLE OF PRUDENCE. 


pl EHOLD, ſaid the evangelical Prophet, (a) my ſer⸗ 
c 

i bl vant ſhall deal prudently ; he ſhall be exalted, 

1 aand extolled, and be very high? Such a note of atten- 


tion beſpeaks the great value of this character; and it 
ſhone in Jgſus illuſtrious throughout his whole life: more 
ceſpecially, when he met with ſudden pr refing oppeſitiont. 
Till his ſuffering hour came, and the Phariſees held a 
* counſel how they might deſtroy him {5); Jeſus knew it, and 
© withdrew himſelt from thence: to be a pattern of his own 
law {c), © be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as 
© doves. When they _—_—_— you in one city, flee ye into 
© another. 
When great multitudes ſollowed him 4, and he heal- 
8 ed them all : he charged them, that they ſhould not make 
© him known: that it might be fulfilled in him (e), he ſhall 
© not ſtrive, nor cry, neither ſhall any man hear his voice on 
© the ſtreets. Such b-autics of charadter merit a high regard. 
When beneficent compaſſion ſerved only to exaſperate his foes; 
he would mildly expoſtulate, ſaying '/), is it lawful to do 
© good upon the Sabbath-days, or to do evil? To fave life, 
v or to kill? And then, having fenced them, at leaſt for a 
time, embraced his opportunity cf affording relig. Men ; 
of any principle at all, muſt be ſoftened, under ſuch prudent ; 


behaviour. 
© The times and the ſeaſons for dofrine, for correction 


und inſtructions in righteouſneſs, (g he obſerved to aſto- 


e Matth, x, 16, 13, 
f Mark iii, 4, g I im, in, 15, 


a Ifa, lii, tz, b Matth. xii, 14, &c, 
d chap, xii, 15, 16, e If, xlii, 3, 
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© niſhment.? When he choſe to argue, perſuaſion, with ſweet⸗ 
neſs, hung upon his lips. Compare Matth vi. 25, &c: x. 
24, &c. John xiv. xv, xvi. Chapters; by way of ſpecimens. 
His whole parabolical manner did ſhew in part, and leave 
room for much ſubſequent profitable reflection. He uſes no 


| force, at any time, knowing, * that the wrath of man ), 


© worketh not the righteouſneſs of God. 
He is unintimidated and calm in midſt of © malicious ob- 


* ſervers! As when the Scribes and Phariſees began to rea- 


( ſon, ſaying ( m), who is this which ſpeaketh blaſphemies? 
Who can forgive ſins, dut God alone He redargues 
with prudence, which amazed all; ſo that they glorified 
God, and were filled with fear, faying, we have ſeen ſtrange 
© things to day. This, and ſimilar examples, did evince to 
demonſtration that his doctrine and miracles did mutually 
illuſtrate.” Hence the divine placability is, ſo to ſpeak, 


N 


brought under the ge even of bodily ſenſe. Marvellous u- N # 2 


Siradling prudence * 5 

His whole ſupernatural wards licewiſe, aid gh once er. 
plain, and enforce the duty of love, even tlie loſs of the Swine 
herd, and of a barren fs tree unexcepted. The one was a 
defence of the Moſaic law ; the other did prefigure the'en- 
tire Jeuiſh overthrow, without repentance. 


with great energy and prudence, in his hiſtory of the © Phariſee 
and the Publican ().“ And what ſhall we ſay, to that of 
| * * good Samaritan (o) ? Both aſtoniſhingly convictive! 

When certain of the Phariſees ſaw, our divine Saviour? 


go in to eat with thoſe of ſuſpected character (), the envy- : 


ing and narrow-minded complained to his diſciples ; but 


I Jam. i. 20. m Luke „ ar, N n Luke xix, r, o Chap, x, 30, c, ; 


p Matth, ix, 11, 12. 13, 
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* 


not boldly to himſelf. He ſoon * heard of this, and ſaid, 
* they that be whole need not a Phyſician, but they that are 
 fick. Go ye and learn? out of your own /aw, what that 
7 meaneth, I will have mercy, and not facrifice : for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but the ſinner to repen- 


_ © tance.* Handſome, prudent expoſure of the felf j uſti Hing 


Pharifee ! of. Halſe devotion, and exter minating zeal ! 

. Whiſperers too did endeavour to diſcredit his /: 55 with a 
view to counteract the end of his heneficent miraculous. 
works (a). They murmured againſt his diſciples, ſaying, 
why do ye eat with Publicans and Sinners? Again, why 


do the Diſciples of John faſt often and make prayers, and 


© likewiſe the Diſciples of the Phariſees ; ; but thine eat and . 
«© drink ? Both receive from him an immediate wiſe og 
expected return: and, to make the deeper impreſſion, 


ſtrongly parabolical. Here the good are taught to expect re. 


proach from the evil. minded. however unblameable ; 5 nay uſe- 
ful and therefore, to walk in wiſdom, or prudence (3) to- 
< ward them that are without.“ To be at once humble and 


charitable; condeſcending to innocent cuſtoms for ſtill greater | 


ſpiritual a ſvantaget to mankind. One grain. of pride i is f of 
. Keient to ſpoil the beſt action,. EE 
Ho amiable does the familiar ity a Jeſut appear, in com- 
pariſon of a peeviſh diſtant phari/aic manner ? It ſoftens, cap- 
tivates, and endears to a great degree. The Servant of 
the Lord,” as above ſaid, ſhall deal prudently ; therefore 
© ſhall he be exalted and extolled, and raiſed very high. To 
C be judicioufly ſociable, is quite becoming a religious teach- 
© er; vigilant, ſober, and of good behaviour, given to hoſ- 
« pitality (e): not a brawler, not covetous.* The greateſt 
malady one can well live under, is to think of himſelf more 
a Luke v, zo, 33. b Col, iy 55 en Tim, i, 2, 3» 


* 
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* highly than he on e to think ( 4) —* Wesel chou cayeſt {c), 


J am rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need of no- 
6 thing; and knowelt not that thou art wretched and miſer- _ 


able, and poor, and blind and naked : I counſel thee, to 


buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich · 


© and white raiment, that thou mayeſt be clothed, and that 


the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint 
© thine eyes with eye: ſalve, chat thou mayeſt ſee.” An ad- 


mirably prudent meaſure! There is a way of ſalmitting, to 
make othezs obey ;5 and of: granting, to demand what may be 
of uſe. The ra/h and -imprudent know not how-to diſtinguiſb. 
Warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble minded. 


ſupport the weak, be patient toward all men ' Bring 


to each a ſoft healing method. Reſtore in the ſpirit of meek- © 
neſs (g) ; then preſence and looks themſelves will ſpeak. If 


enemies murmur, they will do it in ſecret. 
4 4 ane 15 


SECTION XII. 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE OFUPRIGHT SIMPLIC ITY. 


F any man offend not in word (5), he is a perfect man, 


* 


and able alſo to bridle the whole body. A degree of 


peculiar excellence in thoſe who, by office, are obliged to ſpeak 
often, and upon delicate ſubjects. Such an one was our 


blefſed- Lord. He did no fin, neither was guile found in | 


* his mouth (i). To maintain ruth, he could not pleaſe all; 
and yet refrained not his lips (4), from the ſtricteſt re- 


gard to it. His precepts and ee to that ares are 


d Rom. xii. 3. e Rev. ii. 175 LY Tv The r. 14. Gal. | 
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"quallly illi Hrisur. Want of caution itſelf ks could 8 
charged with. As of ſincerity, and as. of God, ſo he al- 
ways ſpake ().. 
lo ever taught in the ſynagogue, and in EE eniple, whi- 
"4 ther the Jews always reſort (), and in ſecret have I ſaid 
* nothing different. His doctrine was not yea and nay, as oc- 

" cafions offered; but always the ſame (n): he only did ſtudy 
a "what people were able to bear ; the better to bring them for- 
ward. © The time cometh, when [ (hall no more ſpeak un- 
to you in Proverbs (o), but I ſhall ſhew you plainly of 
the Father. The horror: which wretched Juda, did ſuf- 
fer, gare in full proof, that our Blefſed Lord had in him 


no gle. I have finned, in that I have betrayed the inno- 


e cent blood y): and he caſt down the pieces of ſilver, in the 


4 * temple, and departed, and went and hanged himſelf. 

© Fefus tempted none, by fecular proſpecti, to follow him; 
but faid (), If any man will come after me, let him deny 
6 himſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow me. How dif- 


. ** ferent this from one of evil de/jgn, walking incraftineſs, and 


lying in wait to deceive (7). By manifeſtation of the truth, 
4 he commended himſelf to every man's conſcience, in the 


_ * fight of God.;' further, ſaying (), for whoſoever will 


© ſave bis life* temporal, at the expence of truth, ſnall loſe 
©it forever: and. whoſoever. ſhall loſe bis life for my ſake, 
hall find it eternally. And what is a man profited if he 


e ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul 7” Or, 


what ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul.“ Hence, 
after a good confeſſron before Pontius Pilate 0 9 he adds, 
N one that is, of the truth heareth my voiee.?” Ever 


14 Cor. u, 17. m Joby xviii. 20. n Heb. xiii, 8. o John &vi. 25. 
U Marth, XXvii. 4. 17 q Matth avi. 24. 12 Cor iv. 2 
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memorable words! And worthy of him, in whoſe mouth ; 
© there was no guile. 

Mere profeſſional appearances for his honour, he was at ihe 
utmoſt pains to diſcourage Not every one that ſaith un- 
to me y), Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
5 heaven: but he that doth the will of my Father which is 

ain heaven. Many will ſay unto me, in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name 7 And in thy | 
© name have caſt out devils? And in thy name done many 
. © wonderful works? And then will I profeſs unto them, I 
© never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity-* 
1s this like one, who ever could intend to enſnare. manking? 
Quite the reverſe. By ſlight of men (2) and en 
ecraftineſs, they lie in wait to deceive.” _ 8 
He gave no quarter to people of the greateſt e! . 
Fuence ; but did rebuke them often with hoxe/t brave freedom. 
Wo unto you, ſcribes and phariſees, hy pocrites; for ye 
* ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men: for ye 
6 neither go in yourſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are 
© entering to go in (2). See that whole chapter throughout. 
His remonſtrances are plain, ſtrong, mortifying to affoni/h-- 
ment. The more he Juffered on theſe accounts, the more 
he roſe in ardours of zeal. He was not to be overcome bx 
the utmoſt force of joint political an“ prie/ily rage ; but held- 
them both in ſovereign contempt, while his wo: & was unfi- 
niſhed. He ſets /erene like the ſun, amidſt hurricanes of 
human wrath. Every where, and at all times, 7e/us. is 
> great in his affection to truth. I muſt work the works of 
| him that ſent me (5), while it is day: the night cometh. 


y. Matth, vii or. 22, 23, 2 Eph. iv 14. a. Mat. xx. 13. 
dt ohn ix. 4, 3, 0 
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s when: no man can wack, As long as In am in the world, 
1 am the light of the world.“. 
Let thy loving-kindneſs, and thy truth, 0 Lord, con-, 
4: tinually preſerve.me! I will ſet no wicked thing before 
© mine eyes {s), [ hate the work of them that turn aſide, it 
„ ſhall not cleave to me. Mine eyes {hall be upon the 
faithful of the land. He that worketh deceit ſhall not 
< dwell within my houſe : he that telleth lies, ſhall not tar- 
ry in my ſight.“ Happy they, and in the teach 
above every other, who can ſay, (4) for our exhò 
© was not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile : but 
* as we were allowed of God to be put in truſt of the goſ- 
© pel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but God 
© which trieth our hearts. For neither at any time ufed 
4 we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covet-. 
© outheſs. God is witneſs. So being affectionately deſir- 
* ous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, 
nat the goſpel of God only, but alſo our own ſouls, be- 
cauſe ye were dear unto us.“ 


line 


«> 4 4-4-4 444 24 


SECTION XIII. 


CHRIST AN EXAMPLE OF COMPOSURE IN 
T3 DYING, | | 

T was one branch of our bleſſed Lens work to ſhew not 
only how to act, but how to. ſuffer, and depart from 

this world. For as much as the children (a) were par- 
$ takers of fle{h and blood, he alſo: himſelf likewiſe took 
© part of the ſame, that through death he might deſtroy 
© him that had the power of death, and deliver them, who 
e Pfal. xl. 11. ei. 3, &c. d Theſſ. ii. 3 8, &e. 2 Heb, ii. 14, 15. 


or CHRIST. | = 


. through fear of death were all their life time ſubject to 
bondage. A truly glorious end! And wonderfully ac- 
compliſned. The greatneſs of Ius, in his laſt e F 


would require a large diſcourſe. 
Suffice it to notice, that after long 0 i er 4 


| ances, © hecried with aloud,” diſtin articulated * voice, to 


indicate his yet remaining natural ftrength ; and ſaid, Fa- 
© ther, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit ; and having 
* ſaid this, he gave up the Ghoſt.” Such placidity in 
proyer aſtoniſhed both Fw and Gentile; in ſo much, * that 


© when the Centurion ſaw what was done, (i) ke glorified God, 


* ſaying, certainly this was a righteous man. And all the 


© people that came together to that ſight, beholding the 


things which were done, ſmote their breaſts, and return- 
ted. Heroiſmin its laſt efforts, is truly aggrantiz' ng. 
© When he was reviled, (c) he reviled not again; when 


he ſuffered, he threatened not; but committed himſelf to 


dim that judgeth righteouſſy. He his ownſelf bare our 


_ © Gns in his own body on the tree; that we being dead to 


* fin ſhould live unto righteouſneſs: by whoſe ſtripes ye 


* are healed. Now, even hereunto were ye called, becauſe 


© Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
© ye ſhould follow his ſteps. Follow him,“ in our _ 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death (4). 


© the ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls (e) hath ſhewed = | 


© there is no evil to fear. _ * 0 

That which is written / is now brought. to HAS 

© will ranſom them from the power of the grave; I will 
* redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues, 


O grave, I will be thy deſtruction. Death is ſwallowed | 


b Luke xxiii, 46, &, c Pet, ü, 23 24, 21, d Pal, zxitl, 4, 
£4 Pet, ü, 25, f Hol, xiui, 14, 


oF CHRIST, 


« up in a vidory ; (s) the ſting. of death is. FIR: and the 


* trength of fin, is the law. But thanks be to God, which 


* giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt.“ 
He hath trod that dreary pals before us; and manifeſted to 


us whither it leads Though a dars p2/i-rn ; it ends in glo- 


. ry. Aue, without diflerbance, therefore, is DOES: 
Look to the erer, Fe ſus, and copy from him. 

He was cn biet, as we ought to be, that he had done 
*the will of him that ſeat him; and” nearly * fiaithed his 


work.“ The bet of us, imperfe@ as we are, will find ac - 


. ceptance to an upright following, through his exanple 
which was complete. It is a faithful ſaying : (4) for if 


we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him. If we 
*ſuTer, we ſhall alſo reign with kim.“ Hence ought to 


ariſe aur compoſure, in ſuſtaining the laſt confi. Het 

gone before, (i) to prepare a place for us. That they 
may be with him where. he is; that they may behald 
© his glory. Extatic thought! © And every man ſhall re- 


©ceive his own reward (4) according to his own labour? = 


Jus knew, and all the faith/u! thould, that his init” 
would ſurvive, and be taken care of by the Father. An 


gfurance alſo made, before he died. I will give unto 


£ them eternal. life, (J and they ſhall never periſh, neither 


# ſhall any pluck them ont of my hand. My father 
5 which gave them me, is greater than all: and none is 
© able fo plack them out of my Father's hand. I and the 
Father are one. Thus, by two immutable things, in 
© which it is impoſſible for God to lie, (n] we have ſtrong 
conſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
© the hope ſet before us; which hope we have, às an An- 


gl Car, xv, 54, 36.37, | h 2 Tim, ii t, 2 John xtv, 3, 
chap, xvii, 24 K 1 Car, iii, 8, L John x. 23, m cb, vi, 18, 


> 
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chor of the foul both ſure and ſteadfaſt, and which enter- 
eth into that within the vert: whither the ſoreruriler a 
0 for us entered. — a 

Verily I ſay unto thee,” was, and continues to be his 
language to true approved penitence, (n) * To-day thou ſhalt 
be with me in Paradiſe. Behold I come quickly (0)- 
6 Amen. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus.“ What an unfpeak- 

able ſolacement ! We know (y) that if our earthly houſe 
of this tabernacle were diffolved, we have a building of 
© God, an houſe not made with hands, eteraal in the hea- 
| © vens. We are confident, I fay, and willing rather to 
© be abſent from the body, and to be preſent with the 
„Lord. How great mult be the gain of ing? (g) If 


children, heirs, (r) heirs of God, and joint heirs with 


* Chriſt! Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory! () Chriſt's 


Father is dur Father, (:) and Chriſt's God is our God. 


* Wherefore he is not aſhamed (2) to call,” that i is, treat us 


as brethren. 
To as many as receive him, (2 to them gave he power, 


(right, as in the margin) to become the ſons of God; 
even to them that believe on his name. 


man's order cometh (zj it muſt be to die! Being juſtified 
* by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt Ca): by whom alſo we have acceſs by faith, 
into this grace, wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in the hope 
« of the glory of God.” Delight ineffable | The more, if 


we have lived not only 10 be, but to do good For, inaſ- 


n uke xx ili 43 oO Rev. Ax, 20. p 2 Cor, v, I. 8, q Phil, i, dt, 
r Rom, vii 17, s 1 Pet i, 8, t Jot n xx, (7. u Heb, ii. 11. 
R John 3 1, 1%, y 1 John in, 1. 2 1 Cor, **, 23, 4 Rom, v; 5s * 
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© much (v) as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt "Bo 
© theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. And who- 

© ſoever {hall give to drink unto one of theſe little ones (a), 
© acup of cold water only, in the name of a Diſciple, verily, 


I fay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward.” 


Such are allied to Fe/us And ſuch are ſimilarly affedted 
with him! Both benevo.ent ; and both expetants of their 
aſſured proportions. What a ſweetly ſwelling principle, to 
laudable ambition! To be rich in good works (x) ! Be ye 
* as rulers, over many cities (y). Let us conſider one 
© another {z), to provoke unto love, and unto good works: 


not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 


tlie manner of ſome is, but exhorting one another; and ſo 
much the more, as ye ſee the day approaching.“ Thus 


may we all;prepare to do the laſt great at, with becoming | 


_ | 


— 
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SECTION XIV. 


© CHRIST THE CAPTAIN OF OUR S ILVAT DN. 


F God,” ſays St. Paul, (a) and through him, and 
to him are all things. So the celeſtial inhabi- 


"254 | tancs (), thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 


© honour and power: for thou haſt created all things, and 


£8 for thy pleaſure they are, and were created.“ In like man- 
ner, things relative to the final and everlaſting happineſs of 


mankind ; * for, by grace are ye ſaved through faith, Eph. 
i. 8: and that not of yourſelves ; it is the gift of God. 
Even when we were dead in fins, hath he quickened us to- 


Matth. zxxv.40, w cl ap, , 42. x1 Tim, vi, 18, 19. 
y Matth, xxv, 20, z Heb. x, 2 25, 2 Rom _ 36, b Rex, iv, Ic, 
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* vg gether with Chriſt; and hath raiſed us 5 up together, and 
| made us fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus : 
4 that, in the ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding. 
? |  * riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us, through 
| * Chriſt Jeſas.* To ſum up all, © we are his workmanſhip, 
« created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath 
: © before ordained, that we ſhould walk i in them. That i is, 
be holy (e), and without blame to the utmoſt, before him 
© in love: having predeſtinated us to the adoption of chil- · | 
5 dren, by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf.” 1 
| As is the chef, ſo onght his inſeriors to be. Ye call me. 
0 | Lord; and Maſter, and ye ſay well (d), for ſo I am, Not 
c only a witneſs. to the people (e); but a leader and com- 
© mander to the people. For I have given you an example, 
{Ff) that ye ſhould do as I have done unto you. Verily, 
« verily I ſay unto you, the ſervant is not greater than his 
* Lord, neither he that is ſent greater than he that ſent him. 
If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them. | 
« All fidelity of attachment depends upon this. All ſure, 
ground of hope. Looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
« finiſher of our faith (g), who for the joy that was ſet be- 
« fore him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is 
s ſet dowa at the rig 2ht hand of God. For, conſider him hat. 
© endured ſuch contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt 
© ye be wearied, and faint in your minds. The diſciple is 
not above his maſter (5) : but every one that is pe erfect 
« ſhall be as his Maſter.” 
a Chr., like any other in a at once + ev] rs lads. 
n. For even hereunto are ye called: becauſe Chriſt hatli 


w 


g Heb, i, 2, 3, Ii Luke vi, 40, DES _ 
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* ſuffered for us a), leaving us an example, that we ſhould 
« follow his ſteps. So ſhall he be formed in us by faith, the 
* hope of glory (3). The ſpirit of him,” by operation and 
reſemblance together (0), that raiſed up the Lord Jeſus 
: from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken our preſent frail mortal 
5 bodies” by his ſpirit that dwelleth in us. _ The ſpirit itfelf 
* beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
£ God. And if children, then heirs ; ; heirs of God, and 
* joint heirs with Chriſt : if ſo be that we ſuffer with him, 
© that we may be alſo glorified together. If any man ſerve 
© me, let him follow me (4) ; and where 1 am, there ſhall 
© my ſervant be: if any man ſerve me, him ſhall my Father 
© honour. Though he were a ſon, yet learned he obedience 
© by the things which he ſuffered( e); and being made per- 
* fect, he became the autor of eternal falvation to all that 
6 © obey _” | | 
How fit a method for infnite divine righteouſre thus to 
rale! Hereby the pradtibility and exce lence of reli gious vir- 
tue is made manifeſt. And .* herein hath the riches of his 
grace abounded in all wiſdom and prudence (/) : It be- 
©hoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead on 
_ © the third day (g) : and that repentance and remiſſion of 
© ſins ſhould be preached in his name among all nations. 
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted (4), and 
© having received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 
© Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye now ſee and 
© hear, Let all the houſe of Iſrael, know aſſuredly, that 
__ © God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have cru- 
_ © cified, both Lord and Chriſt. This is the ſtone 
© which the Jewiſh builders deſpiſed. Neither is there ſal- 
u vation in any other; for there is none other name given 


'a 1 Pet. ii 21 5 C, i. 25, c Rom. wit 1. 16 17 dl John xii, 26. 
e Heb, v, 8,9, 1 Eph. i, 8. g Luke xxiv. 46, 47, h Acts ii. 33, 3%, 
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© under Heaven among men, whereby we mult be ſaved (y): 1 
Chriſt the 8 of God (z). and the wiſdom of God. Bl 


3 CON TINUED. | 

RUE beli of i is efſential to chedience.. * Abide i in me 9050 
and Tin you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of it- 

2 Alk except it abide in the vine: no more can ye, except ye 
© abide in me. He that abideth in me, and I i in him, the 
« ſame bringeth forth much fruit: for without me,” or ſe- 
vered from me, as in the margin, ye can do nothing. Whence 
that warm and juſt erpęſtulatior of the Apeſtie (b). * Examine 
« yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
* ſelves : know ye not your own ſelves, how-that Jeſus 
« Chriſt is in you, except ye bereprobates? Re/emblanceto what 
be was, and is recorded by the gy/þels to have been, is the 
fureft fign of” truth I am crucified with Chriſt ; neverthe - 

- © lefG 1 live le); Yet, not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and 
* the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of 
© the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
© Thus by works of imitation, his faith was made per- 
« feſt (4). | 
Every other evidence, let men EY * they will, ought 
to be ſuſpected If the ſpirit of Chriſt be not in you (e), 
© ye are none of his. And if Obriſt be in vou, the body i is 
dead, becauſe, or as to the affair of fin ; but the ſpirit is life 
* becauſe, or as to the affair of righteouſneſs. For the fruit 
of the ſpirit (/) is in all goodneſs, along with this and truth. 
He that is joined to the Lord (g, is one ſpirit. For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your ſpirit which are Gods.“ Let choice, affect ion, 


ud manners be ſimilar, to the utmoſt. * Chriſt in you (hb), 
I 
al 


iv x; © 217 C434: 4 John xv. 5 5, d 2 Cor. xiii, 5. 
20. d Jam. ü. 32, e Rom, vii. 9, 10. f Eph u, 9. 
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© the hope of glory. He that ſaith, he abideth i in him (5), 
* onght himſelf alſo fo to walk, even as he walked 4 This is 
true human and Chriſtian perfection. | 
4 Giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and 
to temperance, patience; and to patience, godlineſs; and 
© to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kind- 
* neſs, charity. For if theſe things be in you {z), and 
* abound, they make you, that ye ſhall neither be barren, 
nor unfruitful-in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Even partakers of the divine nature. And fo, an entrance 
hall be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord, and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ' Bleſſed 
* are they which do hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
(4) for they ſhall be filled* Such, though they have 
© not yet attained, neither are already perfect (/), do preſs to- 
* ward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God 
in \ Chric Jeſus. Letas many as be perfect be ; thus minded. ; 
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SECTION. XV. 


' CHRIST TO BE. SOUGHT AFTER... | 
RT thon he that ſhould come, was John Baptift's 
4 . £ 3. embaſſy to his great ſuperior, or look we for 
© another ? And that, not fo much for his gn ſake as to 
convince his Diſciples. Faith then, ought to be founded on 
reaſon or argument. For this cauſe, St Luke (n) wrote to 
his excellent friend Theophilus, that he might know the 
| certainty of thoſe things wherein, after àa more general 
manner, before baptiſm, he had been inſtructed. An 


example to be imitated by every good paſtor. Hence too, 


n f ſohn ii. 6. i 2 Pet. i, 5, &c. k Matth. 6. 1 Phil. ii. 14. 15. 
m chap. i. 4. | «- | | 
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the © 38 minded people of Berea ( 4) rece ved 10 word 
* with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the ſcriptures daily, 
* whether thoſe things were ſo.“ And it is an expreſs order, 
(5) * beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, 


© whether they be of God ; becauſe many falſe Prophets | 
© are gone out into the world. And be ready always (eh. 


© to give an anſwer to every man that aſketh you a reaſon 
© of the hope that is in you, with meekneſs and fear.” 


Not only groſs ignorance, but weakneſs of belief, and hiows : 
1p, are to be dreaded. The more means and opportunities 


that people have, the more they are bound to improve. T 
© the poor the goſpel is preached (d) ;* and thus, the co- 
venant runs e); and all ſhall know. me, from the leaſt even 
tothe greateſt. Hearken, my beloved brethren , it requires 
© not abſtraction, butſimple honeſt thought, to render the moſt 


© illiterate rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he 


© hath. promiſed. to them that love him. Even fo, father, 


for fo it hath ſeemed good in thy fight : 80. A ſource of | 


pure ardent oy to the benevolenceof our divine Saviour(4). 
Rancorous ervy among parties is a frequent hinderance 


to the above rational belicf, as appears from the conduct of 
the Baptiſt': Diſciples, in theſe words (i); * and they came 


© and. ſaid. unto. him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 


Jordan, to whom thou bareſt witneſs, behold, the tame: 


. baptizeth, and all men come unto him.“ The forerumer's 
return to this complaint, is admirable z. '* a man can re- 
. ceive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. Ye 
« yourſelves bear me witneſs, that I ſaid, Lam not the Chriſt, . 
but that I am ſent before him: with a great deal more to 
the like purpoſe thus finiſhed off: © he muſt increaſe, but 
« I muſt decreaſe. He that cometh from above, is above all. 


a AQs xvii. te. 8. John! ie. . t Pet ii . | 4 Luke vii, zt, 
e Heb viü tr. f Jam. ii. 5. 8 Mattb. xi, 26. 


r iii. 26, 27. 28, 30, FAC 
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do ye think (4) that the ſeripture ſpeaketh in vain 


the ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to envy?ꝰ It is a pre · 
vailing ai orden even among the learned; and devout- people” 


themſelves find it to be among the very laſt; they are able to 


root cut. But he giveth. more grace” to thoſe who watch 


and are aiduous ; ; wherefore he ſaith, God reſiſtetk Wb: 


© proud, but giveth: grace unto the humble,” 
A verbal gyfimony, from others to important truth is not 


equal to what we have perſonal. acceſs to. Whence, ſaid 


| * Jeſus () go your way, and tell John what things ye have 


© ſeen and heard; how that. the blind ſee, the lame walk, the 
5 Lepers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed.” 
It is not, therefore, the will of Chriſt, that any ſhould be 


. eredaſour, but the contrary (); if I bear witneſs of my-. 


_ *ſeFf only, my witneſs is. not true: The works which the 


Fruits are better own: | a 


Father hath given me to finiſh, the fame works that I do 
bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent me: Im- 
poſters ſeldom fail to aggrandire themſelves ; and, owing to 
that the bulk of mankind are in great danger. Beware of 


© falſe Prophets (a, which come to you in ſheep's clothing,. 


but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Wait till heir 


* 


I know this C), that after my departing mall grie vous 


_ © wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the flock Alſo 


of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, 


to draw away Diſciples after them; Therefore watch, 


Loet the word of Chrift dwell in you richly (p , for this is 


able to build you up (g), and to give you an inheritance 
among them that are fanRified.” Sir, ſaid the pions Greeks 


to the * Apoſtle Philip Fro, we would ſee Jeſus.” And they 


were greatly rewarded, with an aſſurance, that from. this. 


ES © Jam. iv. 6, 6. 11. ake vü 22 m John v. 31,36. n Matth. vii. 15. 


# Acts xx, 29 30. p Col. iii, 10 * n 81 John Kii, 51, , 
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time forward, che Son of Mun fiould be glorified, by the ad- 


dition of ſuch in vaſt multitudes unto his Church. Verxily, 
© verily, I ſay unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground, and die, as was ſoon to be the caſe with him- 
ſelf, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
„fruit.“ 

2 mae hi; foul, or life, an Mering for ſin, agreeable. 
to ancient prediction (a) he was to ſee his ſpiritual feed, to- 

© prolong his days in them, and the pleaſure of the Lord to 


«proſper in his hand ; to fee the travel of his foul, and to 


© be ſatisfied, By his knowledge would he juſtify many,“ 
till that ſame knowledge ſhould cover the earth (3) as the 
© waters do the ſea.” Such was the pure. mediatorial joy 
he had ſet before him c); ſuch the advantage to be ob- 
tained of * ſeeking after Jeſus. Incline your ear and eome 
*unto-me-{d), hear and your foul ſhall live: and I will 
make with you an everlaſting covenant, even the ſure mer-- 
*cies of David.“ | 
On the other hand, if our Goſpel bo hid 051 it is hid to 
them that are loſt ; in whom the God of this world hath 
« blinded the minds of them which believe not, leſt the light 
« of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 


* ſhould ſhine unto them Deplorable ſtate! To be cut of 


| from © ſure, everlaſting mercies ; from the friendſhip and 


family of God's firſt· born, or chief. Whoſe houſe are we, 


(/) if we hold faſt the confidence, and che rejoicing of 


© hope firm unto the end. For whoſoever / g ſhall do the 
« will of my Father which is in heaven, the ſame is my bro- 


© ther, and ſiſter, and mother ;” all, as it were, in ozc. 


c Heb xii 2. n Iv. 2 


d chap. i. 9, 
g Matth xii, 50, 
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SECTION L. 


CHRIST THE TRUE LIVING WAT. 


O bring ſouls to Go, was the ultimate end of our. „ 

 Gleſſed Lor l's ſufferings, (a] * And if I go, and 

© prepare a place for you, (6) I will come again, and re- 
*ceive-you to myſelf, that where I am there ye may be alſo: 
< I go unto the Father, for my Father is greater than I: 
© No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.“ That 

now, he hath made clear and ſure. With an upright aim 
and ſuitable diligence, none can fail of admiſſion. ' In him 
© we have redemption through his blood, (c) the forgives 

| © neſs of fins, according to. the-riches of his grace; where - 
in he hath abounded towards us in all wiſdom and _ 

« dence-? | 

Chriſt hath both avi// 5 power to keep us ſafe. They 
live in his heart, who would go to the Father by him. No 
time place, or creature ſhall be able to ſeparate them (d). 
The more they are beſet with rau i, troubles or oppoſition of 
any kind, the more he watches for their good and 
© none can pluck them out of his hand (e).“ Where fhall 
ve meet with one of equal t and power ? My Father 

© which gave them me is greater than all; and none is able 

© to pluck them out of my Father's hand.“ 7, and my Fa- 
ther are one. Whilſt, therefore, we /ove, we ought to re- 


21 _—_ 18. b John xiv. 3, 18, 6. c Eph. i. 7, 8. d Ron, viii. 39 
e John x. 28, 29, 30, 1 
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vere him, who 1s, at once, acceſſible, and veſted with high 
fovercign authority. 
Lord, I am not worthy; that thee ſhould enter under 
* my roof; but ſay, in a word, (/) and my ſervant ſhall 
© be healed.” Wonderful, exemplary Roman Centurion 
He ſaw earlier than many Fews, who had ſuperier advan- 
tages, and felt, that grace was poured into his lips; 7 
and that in Majeſty he did ride profperouſly, becauſe od 
truth, and meekneſs, and righteouſneſs.? 7 
Let us be grateful to the Zord Gol e 7 ap- | 
pointing us a place under fo much ce ei power and loue. 
* Bleſſed is the people, that know the joyful found ; they 
* ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In 
thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day ) and in thy 
* righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted.” Such diſcoveries of 
| dend ſtrength, and enjoyment, fill the pious ſoul with 
peace in believing, peace with God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. It requires no /evere application even from 
the illiterate poor. All that he requires is, that they be do- 
eile. My ſheep hear my voice, (i) and I know chem, 
Land they follow me That is, in an honeſt and good 
© heart, (4) having heard the word, ey keep. it, ang FO 
« forth fruit with patience.” 
Thus Mary, the filter of Lazarus, fat. at Telus” feet, 
© and heard his word; of whom, he ſays to Martha (1), | 
who, though well inclined, was rather too much cumber- 
ed at the time with ſerving ; one thing is needful: and 
Mary hath choſen that good part which ſhall not be taken 
© away from her.” A mark of grace, then, which may be 
abſolutely depended upon. Perhaps, nay for certain, there 
is not any other that can equal it. „ 


{ Luke vii. 6, 7. g Pſal. xlv. 2, 4, h Pl. IXxxix. 37.46 
| i John x. * k Luke viii 15. I Luke x 39. Kc. 5 
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SECTION IL 
SALVATION BY CHRIST. 
MID IT all our uncertainties about FRI government. 
we ought to reſt iu this, that * the judge of all the 
earth will do right (2). He cannot deny himſelf, (5; or 
© lie, (e) or be unju/t. Yet his permiſſions are often expreſ- 
ſed by the words apprint and ordain, where things are cri- 
minal. To be explained in conſiſtence with what St. Fames 
ſays, (a) God cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempt- 
eth he any man.“ Likewiſe as follows, (e) for God hath 
© not appointed us to wrath: but to obtain falvation_ 
through our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, who died for- us,, that 
© whether we wake, or ſleep, we ſhould live together with 
chim. His will is, © that no man ſhould periſh ; but that 
© all ſhould come to the raowiedgy of him, and be ſaved? 
God waits to be gracious ;* and encourages the worſt 
of © finners, to repent, and turn to him, and do works that 
are meet for repentance. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
(e) © he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
© ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into 
© condemaation : but is pafſed from death unto life. What 
this is, in fall extent, eye hath not ſeen, (7 nor ear 
| © heard, neither have entered into the heart of man” to 
conceive. Yet what we now moſt admire, for the ſake 
of eaſe, and reaſo nable delight, are made uſe of in feripture, 
to ſet theſe things forth. As a building of God; (g/ 2 
© houſe not made with hands ; ; eternal in the heavens.” | 
Being members of a glorious cia] community, An in- 
© numerable company of angels ;* whom we ſhall then 
equal (4) : A city enlightened by the glory of God, and of. 


a Gen zviiiic5, b bim, ii, 13, c Hb vi. 18. d chip, i, 3, 
e Theil v 9, 10 f John e, 4 2 1 Car. ii. 9, h 2 Cor v, (, 
i Heb, kli, 22, Mat, Xi 38, compared, a | 
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e lamb (z); where the ſpirits of the juſtꝰ ſhall be made 
perfect (i); as kings and e unto God e How 


enrapturing all this. 


Deatb to ſuch, is © ſwallowed up in views; or life 00 5 


p of all kindreds, and nations, and people, and tongues ( m), 


© which no man can number, ſtanding before, the throne, 


« clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; cry- 


ing with a loud voice, ſaying, ſalvation to our God, 
vhich ſitteth upon the throne, and to the lamb. Having 


crovns of life (2); crowns of glory (); crowns incor- 


« ruptible (p). The Lord God will wipe away tears from 


Kall faces (9; and there ſhall be no more death, neither 


ſorrow nor crying 3 ; neither ſhall there be any more pain: 
I ( for the former things are paſſed Oy: And be- 


© hold, I make all things new.” 


* 


What an aſſemblage of rich fgurer ! Vet, it doth not 


* appear what we ſhall be („; Only, we ſhall be like 


© Chriſt, and ſee him as he is. Who ſhall change our vile 


body (t), that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even 
« to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. When he ſhall come 
4 co be glorified in his ſaints (u), and to be admired in all 
* them that' believe. A glorious church (xj, not having 
« ſpot, nor wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : but that it ſhould be 
© holy, and without blemith,” 

How great, under him who is Mz PP High, is our obliga- 


tion to Jeſus Chriſt, All things are of God h). Of 


him (z), are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who, of God is made un- 
to us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
* redemption.” Let us regularly exerciſe our leiſure wak- 


h Rev, xxi 23, i Heb, xi. 43 Re, i, .. ee 
m Rev, vii, 9, 10. n James i. 12, o 1 bet, v. 4, p Cor. ix, 25, 
q ifa, xxv,g, „ Rev, xi 4 5, 5 John b, , d PhiL Uh, ir, 
1 2 Theſſ. i, 10, x Eph. v. 27. y Cor, v, 18, 2 1 Cor, i, 30. 


ing "EI to Chriſtian duties. © Be examples to believers in 
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word, in converſation, in charity; i in ſpirit (a), in faith, in 
« purity. Hold forth the word. of life to them-that are 


« without. . Shine as lights in the world. Strive to excel. 

© To be devout, beneficial,” and to loſe as few opportuni-- 
ties as poſſible. - * Warn them that are unruly: (), com- 
fort the feeble minded, ſupport the weak, be patient to- 
ward all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any 
man: but ever follow that which is good, both among a 
© yourſelves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore, pray 
without ceaſing, in every thing give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you. Quench 
not the ſpirit. Deſpife not propheſyings. Prove. all 
things: hold faſt that which is good. Abſtain from all 
appearance of evil, And the very God of peace ſanctify 
you wholly. And 1 pray God, your whole ſpirit, and 

* ſoul, and body be preſerved. blameleſs unto the . X 


of our Lord ad STARR, p 


2 44 44 4 e. - „. 


SECTION III. 


JESUS THE LAMB OF GOD. 


NM PEAKING of Afeſtab times, the evangelical prophet ſays, 
(e) All we like ſheep have. gone aſtray ; we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 


© Jaid on him the iniquity of us -all. He was oppreſſed, 


© and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth z he is 
brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before 
© her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth.“ In 
ſuch form, and by way of viſion, we may well believe, he 
was held forth to the bapti/i, who, (4) when he ſaw 


b 1 Thefl, v, 14. Ke. c chapy lii, 6,7, d John i, 29. 


a 1 Tim, iv, 1a, 
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fying God.“ as n i e 
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, Jeſus coming unto him, could ſay, behold the lamb of 


God, which taketh away the fin of the world.“ Thus he 


| knew and ſpoke of him, after he ſaw the ſpirit deſcend 


© and abide upon him (a). | 
So likewiſe in viſſon did 10 appear to 5 : 6 Diſci-' 


© ple (b) ; a lamb as it had been ſlain, having ſeven horns,” 
emblems of great power; and ſeven eyes, emblems of 


© deep penetration,“ with ability to ſend forth his: * know- 
* Jedge into all the earth. For, it pleaſed the Father (c), 
© that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell; and having made 


c peace, through the blood of his croſs, by him, to reconcile 

all things unto himſelf ; by him I fay, whether they be 

6 * things on earth, or things in heaven. And ye are com- 
© plete in bim (4), which is the head of all ne! and 
power.“ Able, therefore, 10 take away inn. 


This is either a © tranſgreſſion of the law (e), or, a 3 


of conformity; as St. Fames ſays (/). To him mat 


- * knoweth to do good, and doth it not, to him it is fin.“ 


Both are liable to puniſhment, unleſs graciouſly forgiven. To 
aſſure ſuch pardon, upon reentance, our bleed Lord did not 
only preach, but fir. He died to ſeal the truth in his 
blood; to take away every juſt ground of deſpair, in a clear 


f emiffory covenant. This excludes rone who come to 


« Chriſt 7 weary and heavy laden” with their 4 trefg 
poſſes 3 defi irous to take his yoke upon them, and learn of 


- him.“ For demonſtrating his ability to Hi, even while 
9 upon ear th he did ſo, faying (4), man, thy tins,” which have 


cauſed thee ſo much trouble of body, are forgiven thee. 


* And, taking up that whereon he lay,“ ven. brought to 
bim all over palſied, * he en to: his oun e glori- 


# 


a ſoh n i 33. b Rev. „ 6. c Col. rg, 20 d chap. fi. 10, 


e 1 John ni. 44 f James iv. 17. 8 Matth. xi 28, 29. h Luke v. 20. 


come unto God by him (4). 


until I make thine enemies thy footſtool. The Lord ſhall 


© ſeals thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people. and nation: and haſt made us unto our God, Kings 
6 and Prieſts! Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to re- | 
© ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 


h t John i. 7 9 i chap i, 1, 2. k Heb. vi. 23. 1Pfal ex. 3, 1, 2, 7. 
m Plul iv. 3. n Iſa. xiii 4 oRcviv 9, 10. 1. p chap. vii. 1 
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The whole together prove, that * he was the Lamb of 
God. If we walk, after humbly confeſſing our fins, * in 
* the light (30, as he is in the light we have fellowſhip one 
* with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son clean- 
© ſeth us from all ſin. Ves; he is faithful and juſt to forgive 
© Qs our fins, and to cleanſe us from all. unrighteouſneſs: 

* we have an Advocate in him with the Father (i); and he 

is the propitiation for our ſins,” the ſame as * mercy-ſeat ; 

* and not fot ours only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole 
© penitent world. Able to ſave them to the utmoſt that 


How abundant, therefore, is our con, relation ! He i is no 
leſs fitted to remove the dominion, than the puniſhment of ſin. 
A princely Saviour. Thy people ſhall be willing in the 
* day of thy power (/), in the beauties of holineſs, from the 
* womb of the morning: thou haſt the dew-of thy youth. 
© The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, ſit thou at my right hand, 


© ſend the rod of thy ſtrength. out of Zion : rule thou, in 
© the midſt of thine enemies. He ſhall drink of the brook 
© in the way; therefore ſhall he lift up the head. I can do 
* all things (, through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me. He 
© ſhall not fail, nor be diſcouraged (x), till he hath ſet judge - 
ment in the earth: and the ifles ſhall wait for his law.” 
Thou art worthy to take the book (o), and to open the 
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© honour, and glory, and blefiing. Amen (p). Bleſſing and 
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1 and wiſdom, and thankſgivins, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever, 


Amen. What a fearful thing muſt it be to ſin wilfully, after 


© that we have received the knowledge v the truth! 
(2, © There remaineth no more. ſacrifice:for fins, but 


3 fearful looking for of judgement, and fiery indignation, 


to conſume the adverſaries. Therefore we are buried with 
© him into death {q) : that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from 
© the dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 
© walk in newneſs of life. He gave himſelf for us (7), that 
the might redeem us from all i iniquity, and purify unto him- 
« ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. For as 
much as ye know (-), that ye were not redeemed with 


corruptible things, as ſilyer and gold, from your vain cone 


verſation, received by tradition from your Fathers: but 


with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without - 


8 blemiih and without ſpot.” 


4440 re * v. | 


6ECTION IV. 


CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. 
HE Jewiſh Feaſt of unleavened bread,” wherein a 
* lamb was lain, did but faintly adumbrate the death 

of Chrift. + He, as odr paſſover, is ſacrificed for us (:); 
$ therefore let us keep the feaſt, not with old leaven, nei- 
© ther. with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs ; but with 


_ © the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth.“ Says St. John, 


(2) After one of the ſoldiers, with a ſpear, had pierced 
our bleſſed Lord's fide, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water: for theſe things were done, that the 
« ſcripture ſhould be fulfilled,” ſpoken o: "As + of the above 


p Heb. x. 26, 27. q Rom, vi. J. Tu. . 24 1 Pes. rs, 13. 
1 Cor. v, 7, 8. u John xix. 36. 
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paſchal Lamb ca). A bone of him ſhall not be broken.” 
To keep up the memory of that whole important fact was 
the reaſon wherefore © he took bread (5), and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave it unto his Apoſtles, ſaying, this is 
© my body which is given for you : this doin remembrance 
of me, Likewiſe alſo the cup after ſupper, ſaying, this cup 
is the new teſtament in my blood, which is ſhed for you.” 
Truibr of the higheſt nature, for affecting one who attends 
to them with nowledpe and conviction. Thus do they. 
grow up into him in all things, which is the head (c); 
they and he become «ze, as to choice, affection, and conduct. 
'Thete, through time and frequent repetition, ſettle into a 
rel habit, or temper. Whence thoſe words of © powerful 
energy (4) I am crucified with Chriſt ; nevertheleſs. I 
live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which 
I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. And again, 
(e) © where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there i is liberty, But 
we all with open face, deholding as in a glaſs, tlie glory 
* of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from 
« plary to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the Lord. This 
pure fervent gratitude is inſeparable from an upright beliefs. | 
© For I determined / not to know any thing among you, 
© fave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ! By him cherefore let 
© us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that is, 
(g) © the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.* In 
proportion to recollected worth, ſo will een riſe, 
| © Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
(h) © who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in hea- 
© venly places in Chriſt, For this cauſe (2) I bow my 
knees to him, of whom the whole ſamily in heaven and 


| a Ex xii, 46. Luke xxii 19, 20 c Eph. iv. 15. d Gal ii 20. 
e 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18, f Cor, ii. 2. g Heb. xiii 15. h ph. i. 3, &c, 
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n 1 
* 


3 


nnen 08, PRs! 7, We 1 8 
7 .... ͤ Ä IO OLI LASER ⅛ d. > OREN 
CE — 0 n 2 fd * : 
8 


0 * CHRI'ST. = 173 


«© earth is named, that he would grant you according to the 
© riches of his glory, to be ſtrengthened with might, by his 
« ſpirit in the inner man: that Chrit may dwell in your 
© hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
„love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and 
to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that 
© ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of God,” What 


8 exerciſes either for deligbt or profit, can equal theſe ? Thus 


the pious ſoul doth ſweetly move and live. He, who is 
fairer than the children of men (a ,” is every thing to 
them, that God is in himſelf ; their Lord or King, their 


lawgiver, ſaviour and judge. 


ChriſPs death is the ſacrifice of propitiation ; or that which 
led to his becoming our mercy-/eat.; our ſure peace and 
happineſs for both worlds, upon amendment. Thus it is 


uritten, (4) and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to 


< riſe from the dead on the third day; and that repentance 
and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem The facri- 
fire of Chriſt is to be underſtood as the ſeal of each. Un- 
© to you firſt, (e)] God having raiſed up his ion Jefas, ſent 
him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from 
© his iniquities.* His wh le religion is a covenant lau; and 
his Blood is the folemn covenant rite thereof, * ſhed for 
many, (4) for the remiſſion of fins. Who his ownlſelf 
bare our ſins in his own body, on,” or to © the tree; that 
* we being dead to fin ſhould live unto . : by 
$ whoſe ſtripes we were healed.” 

Malicious wickednejs is altogether inconſi Rent with the 
pure Chriſlian Paſſover Feaſt ; anger, revenge, and bitter 
zeal, more than moſt things elſe. Thou that makeſt thy 
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* boaſt of the law,“ may not here be inapplicable, through 


breaking the law, diſhonoureſt thou God (e For the name 
* of God is blaſphemed among the Gentiles through. you.” 
On the other hand, nothing doth more adorn the high and 


holy Chriftion Profeſſion, than the unteavened bread of ſincerity 


and trath. * Let a man examine himſelf, V and ſo let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup For if we 
would judge ourſelves, we ſhould not be 3 Come 
not — unto condemnation.” | 


244 3 - . „.- 
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CHRIST'S LAST SUFFERINGS. NIURISH THE 
7 TRUE BELIEVER.” 25 : 
ERILY, verily, I ſay unto: you,” are ml 

words from the mouth of , (4) except ye 


eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink his blood, ye 


have no life in yon. Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
+ etl my blood, hath. eternal life, and I will raiſe him up | 


at the laſt day. For my fleſh. is meat indeed, and my 


© blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my fleſh, and 


* drinketh my blocd, dwelleth in me, and I in him.“ 
Without frequent ſerious meditation on Chri/?: laſt ſuffers 


ings and death, there can be no ſufficient mutual union to 
ſave any one; for thus do we ſpiritually. eat an! drink. 


The fe, or /etter-{en/e of the above expreſſions, © profit-- 
6 eth nothing.” | 


Think, © Belieuer, how full of affection Jeſut was when 
he uttered theſe words; (b) © Little children, yet a little 
While L am with you. Ye ſhall ſeek me: and as faid unto: 
the Jews,” whither 1 go, ye cannot come, fo now I ſay 

e Rom. it. 23, 24. f + Cor xi. 28 zt. a John vi 53, Kc. 
b Joan xiii. 33. | 
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- But it was on that very actount a ſpecial opportunity to 


unto you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you, | 


| © another.” He next ſolaces them at great length, chaps | 


(i) and as the Father gave him commandment, even ſo he 


; "Sn cnn T. 175 
* unto you,” No wonder that ſorrow. filled their hearts ? 


exhort them, as follows, A new commandment I give 


* that ye alſo love one another. By this ſhall all men 
£ know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to 


ters xiv. xv. xvi. throughout, and like a brother divides grief 
with them. His own example in dying, was to be the o- 
del of theirs. * And we ought,” when need i is, (e ) *to lay 
* down our lives for the brethren.” 
What, may we ſuppoſe, was our Bleed Lord's ſympathe. 
tic feelings, when he inſtituted the /arred memorial of his 
broken body, and ſhed blood ? It was a hequeathment or legacy 
to them and his church, moſt tender y ſol: mn. A token in 
death, perhaps, not without tears. * My body ! My blood ! 
How generous! How affecting! He knew all things 
that ſhould come upon him (J); and yet he thus ſpeaks. 
* Being made like unto his brethren,” though without fin.” 
He foreſees a thick ſucceſſion of fortures and indignities. with 
forrow, even to agony: and his ſweat was as it were 
great drops of blood, (g) falling to the ground. His 
relief was pray er and ſubmiſfon + * Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me; nevertheleſs not my will, but 
* thine be done. And there appeared an angel unto him 
from heaven, ſtrengthening him: he was heard, in that | 
he was devout; as in the margin %).“ ;Þ 
Thus ſtrengthened by him that was able to fave him 
© from? the horrofs of death,” in due ſeaſon ; *that the 
8 world? ever after, might know that he loved the Father, 


d. John xiii, 34, 5. e r John wi. 16. 3 John xvili. 4. 
Luke xxii, 44, 42, 43. h Heb. v. 7. i John xiv 3. 
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did. Ariſe” were is next high words of compoſure to the 
c Apoſtles, let us go hence.“ Behold, he is at hand that doth _ 
« betray me; (4) Judas alſo which betrayed him knew the 
© place: for Jeſus oft times reſorted thither with his diſciples. 
{7).* He had alſo given them a ſign, (n) ſaying, whomſoever 
© I ſhall kiſs, that ſame is he, hold him faſt? Ah, good 
God, what an abuſe of truſt! what a /evere trial! And 
' © forthwith he came to Jeſus and ſaid, hail, Maſter. And 
© Jeſus ſaid unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
© Judas (=), betrayeſt thou the ſon of Man with a kiſs ? In 
, contemplating this, every diſcordant revengeful thought muſt 
ceaſe. Much more every raſh contumelious word. 
And how did our Blefſed Lord receive the band of 
© men, and officers from the chief prieſts and phariſees (o), 
thus led on? He ſaid unto them, whom ſeek ye? They 
© anſwered him, Jeſus of Nazareth. ' Jeſus ſaith unto them, 
© I am he. As ſoon then as he had ſaid unto them, I am 
$ he, they went backward, and fell to. the ground.* He 
ſhews them, what worſe might have been done ; but ſuffers 
them to riſe again. Then aſked he them as before, whom 
© ſeek ye? And they? till repeat, Jeſus of Nazareth. 
jeſus anſwered, I have told you that I am he; if there- 
© fore ye ſeek me let theſe my diſciples * go their ways.” 
Hence it is clear, that * no man took his life from him,” as 
he had faid ; this he had entirely put into his ow- power. 
But it was his meat to do the will of him that ſent him, 
(and to finiſh his work. He loved us, and gave him- 
i ſelf for us, an offering, and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet 
« ſmelling ſavour 93 it was frierd/hip in death, and may 
be imitated. *© Nor is God unrighteous, to We your 
© work, and labour of love (2). 


k Mal. x xvi 46. Joan xviii 3. m Mat, xxvi. 18. 47% 
n Lu. xxin. 48 © Joh xviil. 4, 5. Chap x. 18, p Johu iv, 30 
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© Simon Peter having a ſword, ( 9 Hrew:i it, and ſmote 
| the High Prieſt's ſervant, and cut off his right ear. To 
© whom Jelus ſaid, Peter, put up thy ſword into the ſheath : 
the cup which my Father giveth me to drink, ſhall I not 
drink it? And' unto the ſervant, (2) ſuffer ye thus far. 
And he touched his ear, and healed him.“ How great 
is Jeſut here! Well might he ſay, as it is written, (à) © I 
* delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is in 
{my heart. Then the band, and the captain, and officers 
© of the Jews, took Jeſus and bound him (x).“ He is not 
inſenſible to this ignominy. Are. ye come out-againſt me 
© as a thief in the night, with ſwords and ftaves, for to take 
me: Words out of the mouth of unrivalled uſefulne/$ 


truly affecting! This is thank-worthy, (] if a man for 


© confcience toward God endure grief, . wrong 


WW "OF b 


CONTINUED. 


HEN all the diſciples farſook- bim, and flea (a); 3 

Ceaſe. ye from man (50, whoſe breath i is in his 
* noſtrils : for wherein is he to be accounted of? It is bet- 
© ter to truſt in the Lord (c), than to put confidence i in 

* princes Now the chief prieſts and elders ; and all the 
council, ſonght falſe witneſs againſt Jeſus to put him to 
© death, yet found they none (d}. Their ſuberned teſtime- 


6 


niet did not agree. The High Prieſt then aſked Jeſus of 


* his diſciples, (e) and of his doctrine. Jeſus anſwered 
© him, I ſpake openly to the world : I ever taught in the 
© ſynagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always 


* reſort, and in ſecret have I faid nothing different. Why 


s John xviii, To, It, t Luke xxij 583 u Pial, xl, 7. 8, R ohni, 12, 
y 1 ret, ii, 19, a Mat, xxvi, £6, d Ia, it, 22, c fal cxvill, 9, 
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' © aſkeſt thou me? Aſk them which heard me, what I have 
© faid unto them: behold, they know what I have ſaid.” 
His defence of human right is calm, and judicious. It was 
alſo ſeaſonable. Yet, when he had thus ſpoken, one of 
© the officers which flood by, ſtruck Jeſus with the palm of 
© his hand, ſaying, anſwereſt thou the High Prielt ſo ! Je- 
© ſus anſwered him, if I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of 
« the evil: but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? What com- 
poſure ! What propriety of conduct is here! He had right 
thus to inſtruct, (a) ye have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
Can eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I ſay 
© unto you, that ye reſiſt not evil. When he ſuffered (5), 
© he threatened not ; but committed himſelf to him that 
= « judgeth righteouſly. A mii return is heteby dignified. 
7 | : Then led they Jeſus from Caiaphas, c) unto the Hall 
WA - © of Judgement : and it was early, and they themſelves 
| „ went not into the Judgement Hall, leſt they ſhould be- 
l N. © ceremonially defiled : but that they might” have leave to 
[ | © eat the Paſſover; ſtraining at, or out, a gnat, (4) and 
| 


© ſwallowing a camel.” They ſcruple bedily defilement, but 
not to murder. The heathen, more juſt than they, refers 
them to their own /aw when they acknowledge, (e) that 
* it was not lawful for them to put any man to death.” In 
other words, as foretold, (/] that the ſceptre was fairly 
© departed from Judah ;* and that now Shiloh muſt be 
come; the great expected M:/iah. The death of crucific- 
tion, which they wiſhed for to Jeſus, was a Roman one.“ 
'_ Pilate, however, ſees no fault in him, after a ſerious and 
long. examination, (g) * No fault at all.” He queſtions 
him as to his &ing/hip, from what the Jews had faid, 
receives an anſwer fully ſufficient to prove his innocence ; 


I. 


a Viaith, v. . 39, b I Peter it. 23, c John xviii, 28, &c, 
d Mat, xx'li, 24 & "ny $Y11, 3. f Gen, xlix, 10, 8 John xrlii. 33» 
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yet, being deſtitute of fis princip k, he is at a loſs how to 
behave himſelf. Wretched man! Great and heroic ſuffers 


er! A good conſeſion verily! (a) He went out again un- 


© to the Jews (5); and, as they had a'cuſtom that one 


| © ſhould be releaſed at the Paſſover,” propoſes the releaſe of 
Jus, the alleged ting of the Fews! Then cried they all 


again, ſaying, not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barab- 
© bas was a Robber. * + 01 neee e Hideous in- 
dignity | 

Pilate takes a Jiferent, and rather more cruel mene | 
to abate the Fewi/h rage, though with juſt as little good 
efe?. * Then took he Jeſus (e), and ſcourged him. And 
© the ſoldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his 
© head, and they put on him* a like mock * purple robe. 
* And faid, hail, king of the Jews, and they ſmote him 
with their hands. Pilate, therefore, went forth again, 
©and faith unto them. Behold, 1 bring him. forth unto 

© you, that ye may know, that I find no fault in him. 
© Then came Jeſus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, 


and the purple robe. And Pilate faith unto them, be- 
© hold theꝰ already too miſerable inſignificant * man. When 
s the chief prieſts therefore, and officers ſaw him, they cried 


* out, ſaying, crucify him, crucify him!“ Horrible wanton- 
neſs of vice! And yet no complaint from the mouth of 
him who .ſuffered. Being * reviled, (4) he reviled not 
again, but is gloriouſly filent. * Wrath is cruel (e), anger 

* is outrageous ; but who can ſtand before envy ? Between 
conviction, and popular e 12588 muſt not Pilate, by this 


time, have felt? 


The Fewi/h ground; for their demand, torment the gover- 
nor ſtill more. As he was * from frigbi, he takes Feſur 


a 1 Tim, vi, 13, b Joo aviif 39, Kc. c chap, xix, f, d 1 Pet, fi, 23. 


e Prov, xxvil 4, 


OF CHRIST. 


aſide once more into the judgement- hall, and faith unto 
103 © him, whence art thou? A guc lion of too much compre- 
* henſion, to obtain an an/wer. The ruſſted breaſt, from undu« 
THY: tifuineſs, is ſoon put into a paſſion. But our bleſſed Lord knew, 
| as he taught (e), that there is a time to ſpeak. He leaves 
Pilate to his own reflections, after ſuggeſting (/) that bad 
as he was, he was not the wor/? of his preſent per/ecutors. 
© From thenceforth, Pilate ſought to releaſe him: but the 
« Jews cried out, ſaying, if thou let this man go, thou art 
© not Ceſar's friend: whoſoever maketh himſelf a- King 
« fpeaketh againſt Ceſar.* Policy, as often happens, prevails 
_ againſt right. The daftard ruler ſuperſtitiouſſy wa/hes his 
hand:, to waſh out one of the graſeſ immoral act. (g) ; 
« faying, I am innocent of the blood of this juſt perſon ; ſee 
ye to it. Then anſwered all the people, and ſaid, his 
0 © blood be on us, and on our children !? Dreadful i e eg a 
tion! And yet ſadly felt! 


24 5 | CONTINUED. 


HEN releaſed. he Barabbas unto them, and as _ 
had fcourged Jeſus,” for a ſecond time; he deli- 
c 4 WED him to be crucified. . The ſoldiers of the governor 
© next took Jeſus, into the common hall, and gathered un- 
© to him the whole? officiating band at ſthe time; * and 
they ſtripped him, and put on him a ſcarlet robe. And 
© when they had platted a crown of thorns,” yet more con- 
fpicuous, * they put it upon bis head, and a reed in his right 
hand: and they bowed the / knee before him, and mocked 
© him, ſaying, hail, King of the jews, And they ſpit upon 
him, and took the reed and ſmote him on the head. Then - 
$5 « ſtripping him? of his mock royal enſigns: they led him 
. away to crucify him.“ To theſe, and every other mark 


e Match. vii, 6, f Jolin xix, 11,12, g Matth, xxvii, 24, 23, 26, 27, 


execution, he makes no reply ; but leaves it to their dm 
as a lamb to the ſlaughter (2), and as a: ſheep befors. ber 
nder the preſſure of a heavy croſi, and that the — 


they compelled Simon of Cyrene to bear it in part One, 


but would bear all with becoming compoſure, patience, an 
fo rtitude. And they crucified him with'two others {b), who 


bs to die, than either a thief or a feditious murderer. 


_ * ſaying, certainly this was a righteous man. And all the 


or ena r. e 
of eilgrace Which did follow him to Golgotha, th lace of ** 


' minds, and his former life, to ſpeak for him He is brought 


ſbearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth. 5 
accompliſhment of their ſcheme might not be fruſtrated, 


after this, from friendhhip it would ſeem, gave bim vine - 
gar to drink (a), mingled with gall: and when he had 
© taſted,” by way of * courteous return he would not drink, 
vrhat had a tendency to > ſapiſy ſenſation both of body and mind $. 


were malefaQors, one on the right hand, and the other 
* on the left.” 7 97 lifted up in the midſt, as more deſetv- 


Mer ious heaven ! But, as himſelf ſays (e), © ought not 
Chriſt to ſuffer theſe things, and to enter into his glory A 
* Thus i it behoved him to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead 
on the third day. And that repentance, and remiſſion of 
© ſins ſhould be preached in his name among all nations.“ 

And now, while his hands and his feet are nailing 
©to the croſs, Jeſus ſaid ( 4), Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do He Pleads Trom the molt. ex- 
tenuating circumſtances, and no doubt he was heard: for, | 
* when the Centurion ſaw what was done, he glorified God, 


people, that came together to that ſight, beholding the 
things that were done, ſmote their breaſts and returned. 
Love your enemies (e), bleſs them that curſe you, do * 


2 1f li 7. a Matth. vii 24 b Luke xx 32. e Luke xiv, 
26, 46, 47. d Luke xxl r e Matth. 5. 44. . 


* o F CHRIS r. 8 
+* to them that bate you, and pray for them which deſpite- 
C fully uſe, you, and perſecute you. Dearly beloved Y, 
d avenge not yourſelves but rather give place unto wrath ; 
for ĩt is written, vengeance is mine, and I will repay, ſaith 
© the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirſt, give him drink; for in ſo. doing, thou ſhalt 
« heap coals of fire on his head. . Be not overcome of * 
but overcome evil with o 
Et finiſhes off his pu lic life, as he aduied' it c through in 
acts of mercy and love. Whilſt hanging on the croſ5, he tran- | 
ſacts a work of ſignal exemplary goodneſs. '* For as one of 5 
© the malefactors which were hanged, railed on him, ſaying, || 
1 < if thou be Chriſt, ſave thyſelf and us ; the other anſwering, 
() © rebuked him, faying, döſt not thou fear God ſeeing 
© thou art in the ſame condemnation ? And we indeed juſt- 
$ ly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds ; but this 
2 man hath done nothing amiſs. And he faid Rs Jeſus, 
Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt to thy kingdom. 
«And Jeſus ſaid unto him, verily, I fay unto thee, to day 
< thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe.” Here he. aſſerts, 
though after an indirect manner, his own high character; 
and with the utmoſt preciſion his attachment to fncere peni- 
tent belief He dies as he had lived, doing _ to proper 
objefts. O the incomparable worth of F fus ? © Who, for 
© the joy that was ſet before him, endured the eroſt (59, de- 
© ſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
© throne of God. Such is the author and finiſher of our faith. 
© And I give unto them eternal life Ci, and they ſhall never 
« periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand. 
When Jeſus ſaw his mother, and the Diſciple ſtanding 
© by whom he loved, he ſaith unto his Mother, woman, be- 
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f Rom. xii. 19. &c. b Luke x. ii. 39. &c, b Heb, xi, 25 
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« hold * Son or one who. will care fl thee' as ſuch: 
then ſaith he to the Diſciple, behold ihy Mother. "And | 
from chat hour, that Diſciple took her unto his own home.” 
What an af fionate relative is Chriſt ! And what a friend! 
| Remember his "words, fo as to act upon them (4), © It is 
© more bleſſed to give than to receive. A legacy of truſt. 
however difficult, is ae en 2 them who | 


love. 


voice (/),? 


* my ſpirit: and having ſaid thus, he bowed his head, and 
gave up the Ghoſt (). Bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord (2) from henceforth : yea, ſaith the ſpirit, 


that they may reſt from their labours ; and their works 
do follow them. 1 would not have you to be ignorant, 
* brethren, concerning them which are aſleep (o), that ye 
_ © ſorrow not even as others, which have no hope: for, if 
© we believe that Jeſus died and rdſe again, even ſo, them 


* alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with him.“ Well 
might he ſay (p), * my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 


drink indeed. Let us who are of the day (), be ſober, 
putting on the breaſt plate of in and love; and for a an 29 
8 Lelmet, the hope of ſalvation.” - 


The life and pleaſure of the Lord 5 Thug is — 
bound up in ſuch. * As the living Father bath ſeat me:“ 
are his own words (r), and I live by the Father: ſo he 
that ſpiritually eateth_me,? or doth often devoutly medi- 
tate upon my laſt great ſufferings, even he ſhall live by 
* me.” Superior cheriſhing ſuccour to this, they need not. 
For in him all the building fitly framed together 005 


k Ads xx. 35, | Luke xxiii. ,6, m John xix. 30. n Rey. xiv, 13. 


or Tret iv. 1, (4. p ]Jjhivigss, qi The % 8. r Ihn vi 57» 
5 Ep. 3 vz Al, 145 
2 


After e full hours in * agony, he wind with a loud 3 
to: indicate his yet remaining natural ſtrength, 
| © and ſaid, It is finiſhed ; Father, into thy hands I eommend 
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groweth unto an n holy temple in the 1 * 8 
* tivpy of God through the ſpirit. They are Chirſt's (a), 


and Chriſt is God's.“ How happy a ſtate i is. this 1. Let 


not your heart be troubled (4): ye believe in God. be- 
© leve alſo in me Others ſeem to ſay, by their indifference, - 
that Chri/t died in vain. And how can they eſcape (el 
This is to the laſt degree angrate/ul,.. He that hateth me, 
(d) * bateth my Father alſo. Stand faſt in one ſpirit, with 
one mind (e), . together ſor the faith of the a 


RT | « 8 7 
; —— 44 eee. 5 
% 


Be c 1 IL od: 
CHRIST THE CHIEF CORNER STONE. © 
AID St. Peter to the Few! H. ye men of Iſrael, 
hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved 
* of God among you, by miracles, and wonders, and ſigns, 
© which God did by him. in the midſt of you, as ye vour- 
« ſelves alſo know: him, being delivered by the determinate 
© counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
0 wicked hands have crucified and fin; whom God hath 
« raiſed up, having looſed the pains of death ; becauſe it 
Was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it. There- 
fore know aſſuredly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, 
© whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. And it 
© ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call on the name 


of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Neither is there ſalvation in, 


or by * any other (g) ; this is the ſtone which was ſet at 
nought of you builders, which! is become the head of the 
c corner. Compare Pfal. cxviii. 22. Luke xx. 17 

6 « Whereforz Allo i it is contained i in the ſcripture ( b J. be- 


? 


al Cari tit, 23. d John xiv. 1. c Heb. ii. 23, d Joho XV 23. 
e Thil i. 27, f Ach il. 22, * z, &c g cha p. iv. 12, 11. bh Pet. us 
6, 7, &c. | 


© hold; Flay in Zion a chief Corn prec 4 
and he that believeth on him ſhall not he confortde3; ; | 
© Nay, unto you which believe, he is precious.” One prin- 
ciple ground of F-wihh off-nce was, his low outward eſtate. 
They were full of the r. They had conceived in their 
minds nothing leſs than an wriver/al domi nion under the 
_— Meeting with diſappointment in this their favourite - 


nnen 


object, neither dotrine nor miracle could ſatisfy them. 
« Whence hath this man this wiſdom (45), and theſe mighty 


© works 2 Is not this the Carpenter's ſon ? Is not his mother 


« called Mary? And his brethren,? or other neareſt kinsfolk, 


James, and Joſes, and Simon, and Judas? And his liſters,” 
of equally low condition, * are they not all with us? A And | 


© they were offended at him (i).“ 


The ſtrength of this prejudice did affect, at firſt, even fo 
ingenuous a mind as. Nathaniel's (4); to hom Philip 


ſaid, we have found him of whom Moſes in the law, and 


the Prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of 


Joſeph. And Nathaniel ſaid unto him, can there any ſuck 
good thing as you now ſpeak cf, come out of Nazareth ?* 
A village ſo mean, ſo contemptible. The influence of early 


vbrong inſtruction istobedreadedand guarded againſt. Where- 
as, the Jeu, without knowing it, did accompliſh theſe ancient 


oracle; (1), he, to wit Chriſt, ſhall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he hath 
© no form nor comelineſs : and when we ſhall ſee him, there 
is no beauty that we ſhould defire him. He is deſpiſed 


and rejected of men, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
vuith grief: and we hid, as it were, our faces from him.? 
They became quite averſe, when, though with great 2 


cacy and tender noi, he foretold their final overthrow: '* There- 
fore ſay I unto you,” agreeable, to Pial cxvi. 22, as above, 


hk Matth, zi 54, 53. {Mark oi. k Joha 4: & c, | Ila, ij & 
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_ © the kingdom. of God ſhall be taken from yon (), and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And 
© whoſoever ſhall. fall on this ſtone, ſhall be broken: but 
on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to powders. - 
And when the chief Prieſts, and Phariſees had heard his 
© parables, they perceived that he ſpake of them. But 
when they ſought to lay hands upon him, they feared the | 
« multitude, becauſe,” as yet, and juſtly, they believed 
him to be a Prophet Afterwards they become more re- 
ſolved (a) And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the 
high Prieſt that ſame year, ſaid unto them, ye know no- 
« thing at all; nor conſider that it is expedient that one 
man ſhould die for the people, and that the whole nation 
_ © periſh not.” Impious, fatal policy ! They made a pit, 
and digged it, and have long fince fallen into the ditch 
which they made (o Their conceived miſchief bath re- 
turned upon their own head, and their violent dealing hath 
* come down upon their own pate. Their place and ne 
as once it was, hath long been taken away. . 
Fu. indeed did die for all of this * 8 
© ſaved, and not for them only, but that alſo he ſhould 
gather together the children of God that were ſcattered 
abroad. The words of Cali phat are over- ruled to hold 
forth a ſignal beneficial trutb. Chri/Ps place in the church 
is, by their means, now the moſt conſpicuous and uſeful. 
He hath-made, of both converted Jews, and Gentiles, one; 
s and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
te them ]: For through him, we both have an acceſs by one 
£ ſpiritunto the Father. And are built upon the foundation of 
the Apoſiles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
_ © the chief Corner- ſtone. In whom all the building, fitly 


im Matth af 43 Kc. n john xi 49, &e. o Pal. vii, 131 16,5, a. 
VEph, ü, 18, 0. 2k, 2255, | | ß 


A 


framed. together, £ owe 
Lord; for an habitation of God through the ſpirit. All 
| n. children of 10 m n Chriſt Value ; all mw 


4 
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h unto an Aale temple in the 


Ho wie nd: yur bed in this + vid ole 4 8 
| of Chrifp2 This is the Lord's doing, (5) and it is maryel- 
© Jous in our eyes. Hereby divine.wiſdom, power, holineſs, 
juſtice, or righteouſneſs, are ſet forth to aſloniſument. 
© Being found in faſhion as a man (c), be humbled himſelf, 
and became ' obedient unto death, even the death of the 


© croſs. Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 


given him a name which is above every name, that in the 


name of Jeſus every knee thould bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, 
© that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord to the glory of God the Father.“ 
How ſweet a cordial to true belizver; ! * To him coming (4), 


aas unto a living lone, diſſallowed indeed of men, but 
. « choſen of God, and precious, ye alſo, as lively ſtones, are 


built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy Prieſthood, to offer up 


3 nn facrifices, OO to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 


* 
4 4ά— 4 * „- 


SECTION VII. 


_ FESUS A ME DIATOR. 


T te him,” ſays theidacker of the epiſtle to the 
- Hebrews, (e) for whom are all things, and by 
© whom are all things, in bringing many ſons. into glory, 
to make the captain of their ſalvation perfect through 
© ſufferings.” The manger and the ſtable began kis humble 
outward condition, whom the angel of love (/) did thus ce · 


n Gal, ii, 26, 38 b Mat. xxi, 42. C Phil, l. 8, d ret. ii, 4. 
. e chap, ii, 10, f Luke ii | 
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8 lebiate's- Cena eidinger 
HY « great joy, which ſhall be to all people; for unto you is 


bora this day, in the eity of David, a Saviour, which is i 
P- _ © Chriſt the Lord. He grew up before him,” agreeable to Ml. 
time prophet Ifaiab's prediction (c, as a tender plant, and 


LES © as a root out of a dry ground; he hath no form nor come - 
/ © lineſs; and when we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty 
LET, © that we ſhould deſire him. He is deſpiſed and rejected 
©of men, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

bf © and we hid, as it were, our faces from him: he was deſ- 

f . 6 ©piſed, and we eſteemed him not. Yea, by the: grace of 

7 e God, after a life of great labour and uſefulneſs to periſh- 
N. ing ſouls, he did taſte death for every man; that for the 
Fe 5) 4 1 of death (4) he might be crowned with glory 

and honour. That is, when he had, by himſelf, purged 

| © our fins, 00 ſat down on the right hand of the 1 

; on high 

Thus is © Chriſt our 8 * "for his on ae il 

are, (7 No man cometh unto the Father, but by me- 

} And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk of the Father in my name, 

Th that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

} «* Son. Of him (2) are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is 

ö made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifica- 

| 7 tion, and redemption. All things are of God, (5) who 

f 


—— 


© hath reconciled us unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, For , 
© there is one God, (i) and one Mediator between God 
and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus ; who gave himſelf a ran- 2] 
« ſom for all, to be teſtified in due time Having predeſti- 
£ nated us, Gentiles, unto the adoption of children, by Je- 
* ſus Chriſt, to himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of 

© his will; to the praiſe of the glory of his grace (4), 


c chap. lui, 2 Kc. d Heb. ii 9. e chap i 3 f John xiv. 6, (3, 
| 6 1 Cor. i 30, h a Cor, v. al 1s Tim. ti. 5,6. — * 
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S, wy he hath made us accepted in the beloved. Al | 
! that the-Father giveth me, (/) ſhall come to me; and ne q 


8 a cometh to me, I will in nowiſe caſt out. | 
His retinue will be immenſe, and from all quarters. 
(n) I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man 


6 could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
9 and tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before the 
| © lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 

© hands; and cried with a loud voice, ſaying, ſalvation to 

© our God which ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 


c lamb. To us (») there is but one God, the Father, of 


© whom, are all things, and we in him : and one Lord Je- 
© ſus. Chriſt, 'by whom are all things, and . we by him. 
4 Now a Mediator is-not of one ( , but tranſaQs between 
parties. And Chriſt is the Mediator of a better covenand,? - 
than that under Moſes, being eſtabliſhed () upon better 
promiſes. I go ta prepare a place for you in my Fathers 
* houſe, (2) that where I am there ye may be alſo. Every 


* man ſhall receive his own Forum, (#) according to his 
on labour.“ 


N Being made parks; (s) he, Chriſt, became the author 
of eternal ſalvation to all that obey. him. When thou 


© ſhalt make his ſoul (2) an offering for ſin, he ſhall ſee 
© his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure of the 


Lord hall proſper in his hand. He ſhall fee of the travail 
* of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied : by his knowledge ſhalt 


0 my righteous ſervant juſtify many : for he ſhall bear their 
© iniquities ; and make, interceſſion for the trauſgreſſors. 


And let us run with patience, (a) the race ſet before us; 
looking unto Jeſus, the- author and finiſher of our faith, 


1 John vi. 37. m Rev vi. 9 iO ut Cor. viii 6 3 Gal. in. 20. 
P eb viii. 6. q John xiv. 3. 11 Cor, iii. 8. s Heb. v. 9. 
t Iſa. liii, 0, 11 12. n bieb. xii. f, 2. 
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© by the ſpirit. 


being made ſubject unto him.” 


=” Heb. vii. 22. 24- 


of 


— 
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8 „ for the joy that was ſet before him, et the : 
. ©erols, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the 


* right hand of the throne of God. Behold and fee, if 
ever any ea er on to glory was like unto ours. He is 
therefore made rich in mediatorial recompenſe. * By ſo 
© much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament (x),. 
© becauſe he continueth ever, and hath an unchangeable 
c prieſthood. | 80 Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins 
© of many; (y) and unto them that look for him ſhall he 
c appear the ſecond time, without fin unto ſalvation.* _ 
How becoming i is all this to the divine /ove, bolineſs and 
juſtice? Being juſtified freely by his grace, (2) through | 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt ; whom God hath 
« ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 


« declare his righteouſneſs, for the remiſſion of ſins that are 


* palt through the forbearance of God: to declare, 1 fay, 
at this time his righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and 
© the juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. 


ſhall be faved by his life. Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered 
for fins, (5) the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the fleſh, but quickened 
Who is gone into heaven, and is on the 
© right hand of God; angels and authorities, and powers 
How wiſe ! How tran- 
ſcendent ! © Glory to God in the ehen, (c ) and on earth 
peace, good will towards men.“ 


2 Ak 14. &c. a chap v. La. 
C Luke i He I4. f 


y chap. ix 28. 
br vet. iii. 18, 23. 


b 


For, if | 
* when we were enemies (a), we were reconciled to God, 
* by the death of his ſon ; much more being reconciled we - 


o 


++ > +. - CONTINUED. 


10 then, Ch after the Lord had 3 unto o them, be 
„ received up into heaven, and ſat on the right 
. hand of Cod? In which words there may be an al- 
© lufion to Dan. vii. 13, 14. 21 ſaw in the night viſions, 


and behold one like the ſon of man, came with the clouds 


of heaven, and came to the ancient of days, and they | 

brought him near before him. And there was given 

„ bim dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, t that all people, 
| 3 nations and languages ſhould. ſerve him: his dominion. 
© is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away; 
and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed.” This 
muſt be underſtood of the ge progreſi, with its future 


effects. Go ye into all the world, (5) and preach che go - 


© pel to every creature” of reaſon. * He that believeth 
© and is baptized ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not 
© ſhall be damned. And theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that- 
© believe, In my name ſhall they caſt out devils ; they ſhall 
« ſpeak with new tongues ; they ſhall take up ſerpents; and 
© if they drink any deadly thing it ſhall not hurt them; 
they ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover 
The bleflings to be confirmed by theſe miracles were, 
pure ſpiritual improvement, and everlaſting j joy. Such as 
would fill up all the human faculties. « Whoſoever drink- 
eth of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt? 
for any thing better; (e) but the water that I ſhall give 
« him ſhall be in him a well of water, ſpringing up into 
© everlaſting liſe. And God hath put all things under his | 
© feet (d), and gave him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth 


a Mark xvi. "OR b Mark xv. 1. 16, 7 18. e John iv, 14. 
| d Eph. i. 22, 23. | 
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call in all. If ye ſhall aſk any ching i in my name, (e) I 
* will do it. And I will pray the Father, and he ſhall 

< give ou? another comforter, that he may abide with you 
© for ever. Yea, the Father himſelf loveth you, V becauſe 
4 ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out 
» from God.“ In ſuch fulneſs the Holy Ghoſt was not 
6 « given (e) rill Jeſus was red " That i is, taken up 
o to heaven.” . I” 
5 © But ye ſhall receive power 65 es that the: Holy | 
8 . Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto 
- © me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
© and to the outermoſt parts of the earth. And when he 
had ſpoken theſe things, while they beheld, he was 
© taken up, and a cloud received. him out of their ſight, i in- 
to heaven. For be mult reign, N ) till be hath put all 
« enemies under his feet. The lat enemy that ſhall be de- 
© ftroyed is death Ho fit a ſubject for celeſtial benevo- 
lence to celebrate! And are they not all miniſtring ſpirits 
(4) « ſent forth by him to miniſter for them who ſhall .be 
* heirs of ſalvation! Thus, they too obediently * worthip 
- * him. Or own the truth, or ſay, that a few plain f/hermern, 
with a public an and tent-maker, did enlighten, reform, and 
new model the whole earth. * Their words have been 
* heard” with ſucceſs, © unto the ends of the world (1).? 

Having ſuch a glorious friend in heaven, let us be "EY 
« fat, and unmoveable, always abounding in the works of 
the Lord (). Let us not faint, nor be weary in our 
6 own minds, even under ſore trials. c Lo, I am with you 
© always (1). And who ſhall ſeparate us ſrom the loye of - 
20 him, who hath all power given unto him (e)? I can do 


N. 


e John xiv. 14. 16, 17, f chap, xvi. 25. g chap. vii 39, 
h Acts i, 8, &c. i x Cor, xv, 25.26, k Heb, i, 14, 6 1 Rom, x, 18, 
m 4 Cor, xv, 58, n Mat, xXxviii, 20, o Rom, vni, 35, 
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«* all things (a) through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me. 
In the world (5) ye ſhall have tribulation; but be of good 
* cheer, 1 have overcome the world. How ſoon ſhall * 
mortality be ſwallowed up of life (c)? Wherein ye great- 


* ly rejoice (4), though now for a ſeaſon, if need be; ye are. 


in heavineſs, through manifold temptations. That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 


gold that periſheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appear- | 


© ing of Jeſus Chriſt : whom having not ſeen, ye love: 


in whom, though now ye ſee him not, ye rejoice with joy 
* unſpeakable, and full of glory: receiving the end of your 


faith, even the ſalvation of your ſouls. + Who, by him do 


© believe in God, that raiſed him from the dead, and gave 
C bim glory, that your faith and hope might be in God.“ 


444 3 deeded be do de de 
SECTION VIII. 
CHRIST AN INTERCESSIR. 


8 O cerrain are the promiſes held ont by our divine 1 | 


that, in his large intereeſſory prayer (e), they are more 
than once ſpoken of, as already beſtowed. And the glory 
* which thou gaveſt me,” that. is by ſolemn deſtinatig on, I 
* have given them : that they may be one, even as we are 
one. I in them,” as follows, * and thou in me, that they 


may be made perfect in one. Father, I will, explains 
this fully, that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be 


with me where I am, that they may behold my glory 


* which thou haſt,” as above, * given me: for thou lovedſt 


me, beſore the ſoundation cf the world.“ Where it may 


a hil, ive 13, b John xvi, 23, ec 2 Cor, v 4, det Pct, i, 6, Kc, 


e hn X vil. 22, 24, 20, 
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be obſerved; that he conſiders all to © be. given him by 


©the Father, who believe” and a& agreeable to the e- 
lical word. Such is the ſure ground of Chriſtian mutual 


| 8 likewiſe with the yur fakes bg biel, their 
head. 


To as many ( 0 e ee to them gave he power 


to become the ſons of God, even to them that believe in 
his name. They are built upon the foundation of the 
© apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner ſtone 3 in whom all the building, fitly framed 
| together, (5) groweth into an holy temple in the Lord.” 
Such have a clear certain intereſt in the will, or deſire of 
their izterceding Lord, who, becauſe he continueth ever, 
(e) © hath an unchangeable priefthood. Wherefore, he is 
able alfo to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto God 
© by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
* When he aſcended up on high, (4) he led captivity 
© captive, and gave gifts unto men. This ſame Jeſus,” ſaid 
the benevolent angels, (e). * which is taken up from you 
into heaven, ſhall fo come, in like manner as ye have 
© ſcen him go into heaven. There, as the ſon, J)] he is 
conſecrated high · prieſt for evermore. A high-prieſt 
© who is ſet on the right hand of the throne of the Majeſty, 
(g) in the heavens ; a miniſter of the ſanctuary, and true 
e tabernacle, which the Lord hath pitched, and not man. 
An high prieſt of good things to come; (4) there to appear 
in the preſence of God for us. Neither by the blood 
* of goats, or of calves, but by his own blood, he 
© entered in once for all into the holy place, having 
© obtained eternal redemption for ns. Whom the heaven 


© 
[ro 2, b Fph, li, 20, 21, c Heb. vii. 24, 25, d Bph, iv, 8, 
e. Acis i, 11, f Heb, web 25. 70 ap, viit, 1, 2, . ix, 11, 24, 13, 
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© muſt receive, (a) until the times of vs of all. 
things: the times of e from the preſence of che 
Lord.“ * 
Here the ſaints do rel I on ch THF till hs Fa 
lemn grand univerſal period of /, when God, even che 
Father ſhall bring with him all who did fall aſleep in 
« Jeſus 14}, to be glorified in them (e), and to be admired 
in all them that believe, in that day. Thus is our life 
hid with Cbriſt in God; (4) and when Chriſt, who is ur 
„life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 
„glory. How pregnant with advantages is the prieſts 
hood of our divine Maſter ? lt is not lawful (e), or rather, 
poſlible, for one to utter. every thing j but to hear wrſpeak- | 
| able words, and to fee objects which are no leſs un/beatabley ' 
are enough to make them g/sry, though, as was the caſe of 
St. Paul himſelf, it were ia their infirmities.“ What 1 
ſhall we ſay to the righteous ſhining- forth as the ſun, in 5 1 | 
the kingdom of their father! As thou, O Father, * 8 NRA 
given him power over r all fleſh, (7) that he ſhould gire 
4 life to as many as thou haſt given him“ Here 
| finiſhes the interceſſion, with that of the end of time, when 
© he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; (g) when the ſon alſo himſelf ſhall be ſubject 
* unto him that put all n under him, that God ny. 
be all in all.” 
; Happy thoughts to thoſe who 3 e put 5 : 
1 « their tabernacle, (4) for a building of God, ( i) an houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ! They have 4 
an infinite original giver to expect from ! An already per- 
= felted, an 7 all-fufficient e by whom they are to re. 


a Acts 21, 19. bei Theft iw. 4. e 2 Theſſ i. 10. d Col. m. 3 „% 


e 2 Cor xit 4. f John xvii 2. 31 Cor. xv. 24.28. ha Pct, park 
1 2 Cor. Ve. . | 
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ceive 'Verily; this i is ſtrong conſolation | Like a an anchor to 


„the ſoul, (a) both ſure and ſteadfaſt, and which entereth 
c into that within the veil, whither the forerunner is for 
© us entered, even Jeſus. Salvation unto our God; (83) 
6 which fitteth-upon the throne, and unto the lamb. He 


loved the church, (c) and gave himſelf for it, that he 


miglit ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water 
by the word; that he might preſent, it to himſelf a glori- 


. © ous church, not having ſpot. or wrinkle, or any. ſuch 


© thing ; but that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh.” 


Not only children, but heirs (d) Heirs of God, and) Ne 
© heirs with Chriſt“ 

Sweet and ever to be achnowtedye Blood of Chrift, 
whence we are waſhed from our fins, (e) made kings and 
« prieſts unto God and his Father ! to him be glory and 


. .* dominion for ever and ever! Oh, Lord,” let one and all 


of us ſay, I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant ; thou 


2 haſt looſed my bands. I will offer to thee the ſacrifice 


© of thankſgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord. 
© I will pay my vows now unto the Lord, in the preſence 
of all his people: in the courts of the Lord's houſe, in 
the midſt of thee, O Jeruſalem. Praiſe ye the Lord.? 


None elſe have a clear /cripture right to goſpel confo'ations. 


He that hath my commandments, (g) and keepeth them, 


"© he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſhall be 


© loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will mani- 
6 feſt myſelf to him.“ Amen. : 


CONTINUED. 


HE Lord hath ſworn? ſays the royal en (6) 
N and will not repent, thou art a prieſt for ever 


a Heb vi 18, &c. b Rev. vii 10 c Eph.v. 25, d ns viii, 17. 
e Rev. i. 5.6. f Pal exvi 16, &c. g John xiv. 40, h Pial cx, 4. 
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4 5 "after the order of Melchiſedec. mY - a expreſly __ 

| our divine Savisur 10 biraſelf, (a). * bow chen doch David, 
3 in, or by the ſpirit, call him Lord ? An argument ma- 
0 naged at large i in the epiſtle to the Hebrews: (ü). Where 

| fore, holy brethren, (c) partakers of the heavenly calling,. 
* conſider the apoſtle, and high prieſt of our profeſſion, J&-- 
# «-ſas.Chriſt. One, above eve every other, in this character, 
3 made known to mankind: * who can. have compaſſion on: 
; © the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way. No 


© man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but he that is cal-- 
led of God: So alſo Chrift glorified. not himſelf. to be 
5 made an high prieſt; but he that ſaid unto him, thou art 
my ſon, to-day have I begotten thee.“ 


leſs, undefiled, ſeparated from finners, and made higher 
ever, hath an unchangeable prieſthood. Neither is he an 


of our infirmities ; but was in all things tempted like as 
we are, yet without ſin. For in that he himſelf hath: 


the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 2 
e find grace to help in time of need.” 1 
How agreeably adapted is all this to human inpenſirlion: 
Chriſ'+ obedient life, completed in that of his willing ſ· 
crifice upon the croſs, did- lay the ſolid foundation for the 
perfect interceſſory office. For if the blood of bulls, and of 
goats, and the aſhes of an heifer, ſprinkling. the unclean, 
«ſanRifieth to the purifying. of the fleſh ;. {/) how much 
more ſhall' the blood of Chriſt, who, through the eternal 


7 ſpirit, offered himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your- 
a Mat. xx1i, 43. b chap. v, vi. vii. e chap iii, t. 4. 5. d chap. vii 26, 243. 


e chap iy, ""n TP 18. g chap, ix 13e- 14. 


Such an high prieſt became us, (d e is holy, "Rog | 
than the heavens. - This man, becauſe he continueth for 
high prieſt (e) which cannot be touched with the feeling: 


«ſuffered; being tempted (/) he is able to ſuccour them 
© that are tempted, Let us therefore come boldly to 
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 -* conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God? 
And for this cauſe, he is the mediator of the New Teſ- 
- * tament,* or Covenant, that by means of death, for the 


- © redemption of the tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt 


© Teſtament, they which are called might receive — pro- 
© miſe of the eternal inheritance. 


© Melchiſedec was a rea! man and a ling: kts the /a · 


ered prieftly office too conjoined (a). 80 he who ſhall 
build the temple of the Lord, (5) and ſhall bear the glory, 
and ſhall fit and rule upon his throne, ſhall be a prieſt 

upon his throne, and the counſel of peace ſhall be be- 
< tween them both.“ This ſhall be to thoſe, and thoſe on- 
1y, who are devoutly ruled by him. For ſuch he abideth 
continually ; ( c) © But this man, different from all others 
who officiate upon earth, (4) after he had offered one ſa- 
© crifice for ever, ſat down on the right hand of God: 
fem henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his 
_ © footſtool, For by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are ſanctified. He is made not after the law 


of a carnal commandment, (e) but aſter che power of an 
_ © endlefs life.” | 


What an agreement between the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, in the niceſt particulars of prediction and accompliſh-- 


ment! Conſequently, of our Bl:f2d Lord's divine miſſion! 
The ſpirit of prophecy „is the undoubted'* teſtimony 
of Jeſus.” Whence, likewiſe it ſollows, that all ſcrip- 
ture g is given by inſpiration of God; and is profitable 
© ſor doctrine; for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
_ © xighteouſneſs. That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto tl good works. How ought 
we to value the condeſcending {ove of Chriſt; in his pricftly- 
'@& Heb vii. r. b Zech. vi tz. c Heb. vii 3. 0 chap. xX. 12, 13, 14. 
e chap. vi 16 f Ry, aix 10, g + Tim j. Ig, 16. 
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office! If any man ſin, (a) we have an advocate with the 
© Father.” And who can fay, (5) they have not ſinned ? 


« Chiiſt is a propitiation for the ſins of the whole penitent 


world.“ Here deſpair and preſumption are both ſet aſide. 


© It is God that juſtifieth, (c who is he that condemneth ? 


© It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who 


« is even at the right ANT: of God, who alſo re inter- 
1 ceſſion for as. | 


4 


e-. e 


8. EC TIOR IX: 


Fri rariod BY FAITH. - 


O juſtify is a foren/ic, or law term; and imports ace 
quittal, after being regularly tried. If one be found 


guilty and yet juſtified, this malt be owing to grace, and 


not to right. Thus it is underſtood, by the royal prophets 


(4) If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 


© mayeſt be feared.* Again, (e) enter not into judge 
« ment with thy ſervant; for in thy ſight ſhall no man 
living be juſtified ().“ Upon this is grounded what 
St. Paul ſays, (g) even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſed- 
© neſs of the man. unto. whom God. imputeth rigkteouſneſs 
© without works, ſaying, (5) Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquitizs 
© are forgiven, and whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed is the 


man to whom the Lord will not impute-ſin.? 


The lau requires a perfect «n/inning obedience, ſpeaking-in © | 


| this way (i), that the man which doth thoſe things ſhall 


© live by them.“ On. the other hand (#), * curſed is every 
© one that continueth. not in all. things which are written in 


a x John, it, t. 5 i. 10. c Rom. viii. 43.80 an xx. 3 4. 
e Pſal exliii, 2. f compare Rom, iii 20. g Rom, iv. 6, &c. 


| b LC Aal. 4, 2. i Rom, x. 5. k Gal. in 10, 
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« the book of the law to do them.” Who, 8 of all the- 
lumam race can thus be judicially acquitted ? None, for cer- 
tain; becauſe in many things we all offend C; where-- 
© fore the law was our ſchookmaſter (7), to bring us unto. 
« Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. - God ſending, 
© his own. Son (2), in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh,? did effec- 
tuate by a clear covenant of indemnity to all who are penitent ; 
ho walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Thus: 
the righteouſneſs of the law . as before God, to 
. that were weak. | , 
Therefore (w), being juſtified. by faith, we have owe: 
[* with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. By whom al- 
©ſowe have acceſs by faith into this grace, wherein we ſtand 
© and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Now, it is God: 
chat juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth (x)?“ Hereby: 
che trembling ſoul, with terror, is lifted up above deſpair; 
Well might the Angel ſay (y), fear not, for behold I bring; 
« you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. 
And on earth peace, good will. towards men. Be it 
known unto you (2), that by this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveneſs of fins: and by him all that believe 
$ are juſtified from all things, from which ye could not be | 
= _— * juſtified by the law of Moſes.” | 
J. Happy they who rely upon ſuch zruth;, to make them 
the ground of a. © ſincere future obedience. If the Son 
© ſhall make you free (a), ye ſhall be free indeed.“ Free, as 
faid devout Zacharias (5), * to ſerve God, without ſlaviſh. 
* fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the days 
© of our life. Having the knowledge of ſalvation, by the 
©-remiſſon of fins, through the tender-mercy of our God; 
* whereby. the day ſpring from on high hath vilited us, to 


Z s Jam. ii 2, t Gal. ii, 14. u Rom. viii. 3. wchap. v. I, 2. 
* chap, viii 33, 34, y Lukeii, 10, 1. 2 AQts xii. 38, 39. 
| 2 John viii. 36, d Ike i. 74. 
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give Tight to 4 chat ſit in darkneſs and in the ſhadow 


of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. Men 
and brethren (e), ye know that a good while ago, God 
made choice among us apoſtles, that the Gentiles, by my 


mouth, (Peter” s) ſhould hear the word of the Goſpel, and 


01 believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them 


« witneſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt, even as he did unto. 


* us. And put no difference between u us and them, purify- 
© ing their hearts by faith.“ | 


No principle whatever can ke ſo powerful with the in- 
genuout. For therein is the righteouſneſs of God reveal- 


ed (), from faith to faith: as it is written, the juſt ſhall 
© live by faith. Who is. he that overcometh the world, 
© but he that believeth (e) that Jeſus is che Son of God? He 
© that believeth, (and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Before 


faith came (g), we were kept under the law, ſhut up unto 


the faith which ſhould afterwards: be revealed. But after 


that faith is come, ye are all the children of God „who be- 


© lieve in Chriſt Jeſus. For as many of you as have been 
© baptized,” from full conviction, * have put on Chriſt. Ye 


are all one in him; all heirs according. to the promiſe ; y 
are juſtified from ſtrict legal penalties (5), in the name of 


© the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of the Lord. Here is 
peace, life, and perfect enjoyment. 


A 4-44 5 5 
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THE DANGER OF UNBELIFF. 
OVE to truth is one of the moſt certain proofs of a 
good character. Whence it muſt follow (i), that he 


© who believeth not in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God,“ having had evidences properly laid before him, is 


e Acts xv. ). Kc. d Rom i 17. e 1 John v 5. f Mark xvi 16, 
g Gal. iii. 23, 26. 27, 28, 29. h r Cor. 6. i. i Jotm1 13, 18. 
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E condemned already : and this is the condemnation, that 
« light js come into the world, and that ſuch men love dark- 
| © neſs rather than light, becauſe their works are evil” A 
thought of terror, like that of taking part with God againſt 
themſelves ; for every one that doth evil, hateth the light, 
© neither cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be re» 

© proved. 

Again (4), * I am come a light i into the waelks, that | 

* whoſoever believeth on me, ſhould not abide in darkneſs, 
And if any man hear my words and believe not, ſo as to 
obey, © I judge him not” for the preſent; yet hath he 
© one that judgeth him; the word that I have ſpoken, the 
* ſame ſhall judge bim at the laſt day.“ He ſhall fee, 
and own, and acquieſce in God's moſt righteous ſentence 
againſt him from it. Such error, owing to the love of fin, 
© is for moſt part gradually brought on. Pride of under- 

| Pants will affect to be wiſe beyond meaſure. They of 
this ſort are fond to be applauded for what is boldly fingular 5 
or they ſwim with the current. How can ye believe (/} 
* which receive honour one of another, and ſeek not the 
© honour that cometh from God only. 

Popular admiration, and Iwe of novelty, lead both to the a 
| belief of what is momentous. Ve are they which juſtify 
« yourſelves before men (), but God knoweth your liearts: 
for that which is highly eſteemed among men is abo- 
* mination in the fight of God Some are ſelf confident 
 mwpralifis, and others are equally i confident devotees. 
The fiream of the times carries each of them away. oo 

- Flleſhly luſts do yet more commonly war againſt the 
_ * foul 7 at times, they take away the heart, that is, right 
by underſtanding and will altogether Co); what occupies at- 
tention moſt in this way will ever prejudice ; and, in time, 


bloat ah de | chag. v, 44. m Lu. xvi, 15, n t Pet. ii, it, Hoſ. i * 
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Was c Kab this firſt, Cy) chat there ſhall come in 
© the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts; being 
« wilfully ignorant. God ſcorneth the ſcorners (), for how 
can they reliſh pure pr achical dedirine / Like the meaneſt of 


animals, they** trample this precious pear] under their feet, 


(r) and turn again to rend. Take heed (7), brethren, leſt 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
« narting from the living God.” 

In effect, the language of ſuch is (t), © what lere we to 


do with thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God? Art thou come 


© hither to torment us before the time? And as he (Paul) 
(«) * reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, and a judge- 
ment to come, Felix trembled, and anſwered, ſaying, go 


thy way ſor this time; when I have a convenient ſeaſon, 


« [ will call for thee. All things that are reproved, are 
made manifeſt by the light (v); wherefore be ye not un- 
« wiſe, but underſtanding. what the. will of the Lord is. He 
© that turneth away his ear from the hearing of the law, 
even his prayer ſhall be an abomination x) :? true faith 
demands from habitual tran'/greſſors, that they hate their for- 
mer ſelves, even to loathing, * And when he (5) came 
to himſelf, he ſaid, how many hired ſervants of my Fa- 
« ther's have bread enough, and to ſpare, and I periſh 
with hunger! I will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will 
* ſay umto him, Father, J have ſinned againſt heaven, and 


© before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son 7 | 


* make me as one of thy: hired ſervants. Behold what 


— A vehement deſire (z), yea what zeal, yea what we is 


here.“ 


And the publican (a), ſtanding afar off, wank 1 | 


p 4 Pet iii, 3, 3. q Prov. jii,24, r Matth, vii, 6, s Heb, it, 12, 
t Matth, viii, 29. u Ads enen v Eph, v, 13, 17, 


x Frov, xxviii. 9. +4 the Prodigal, Luke xv. 17, Ke, 22 Cor, vi, in, 
a Luke rn, n 8 | 


204 ä OF CHRIST. 


© up fo much as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his 
© breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful to me a ſinner.“ Such 
are the humbling abaſements of genuine penitent faith ; and 
no other can be juſtified, And the Lord turned, and look- 
© ed upon Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the 
© Lord (5), and went out, and wept bitterly.“ Careleſs 
credulous. infidels, think little of all this. Like Pilate, they 
fay in their © ſpleen (c), what is truth ? But wait not for 
an anſwer. They even haſte away from their beſt adviſers. 
They prefer not ſpiritual health to their own immediate 
felf pleaſing. They. would rather be jecthed by a deceiving 
enemy. Bleſſed God, may we always act in reaſon ! 
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SECTION XL» 


A SUMMARY OF OUTWARD EVIDENCES FOR 
CHRIST WHILE ON EARTH. 

AVS St. Fohn (d), and there are three that bear wit- 

* neſs on earth, the-ſpirit, and the water, and the blood: 
* and theſe three agree in one. If we receive the witneſs 
of men, the witneſs of God is greater; for this is the wit- 
* neſs of God, which he hath teſtified of his Son.” That of 
the ſpirit is allowed by all to ſignify his divine miracu bur 
wert,; agreeable to Ia. xi. 2, &c. And the ſpirit of the 
Lord ſhall reſt upon hi n, the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 
' © ſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpirit of 
* knowledge, and .of the fear of the Lord. With righte- 
* ouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove with equi- 
© ty, for the meek of the* earth :? that is, the humble and 


penitent. 
He whom God hath ſent (e), ſpeaketh the words of 


b Luke xxiii, 61, 62, c Jolin xviii, 38, d 1 Epiſt, v, 8,9, e Johniii, 34, 
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God; for God giveth not the ſpirit by meaſure unto him. 
© The Father, as follows, loveth the Son, and hath, given 
© all things into his hand. Power over all zature, when he 


choſe; ſo that even the dead did hear his voice and 
© live,” Much more diſeaſe, tempeſts, and waves of the ſea. | 
All theſe, being under command did ſerve to ju/tify bim gl.. 


His doctrine, like fine water, was ſweet and abundant. 


As foretold (5), © Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon 


* you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all your filthineſs, and 


from all your idols I will cleanſe you.“ Thus explained, 
© a new heart will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put 


© within you; and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes ; and 
* ye ſhall keep my judgements, and do them.* Not unlike 


to that other prediction (i). For I will pour water upon 


© him that is thirſty ; and floods upon the ery ground : L 
will pour out my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing 
upon thine offspring: and they ſhall ſpring up as among 


* the graſs, as willows by the water courſes. One ſhall ſay, 


© I am the Lord, and another {ball call himſelf by the name 
* of Jacob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe, with his hand unto 


Y the Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the name of Iſrael. FS. 


What a perfect jy/tem of rules and motives do we now 
poſſeſs? How natural. was it for the multitude to aſk (4). 

* with aſtoniſhment, whence hath this man all this v7 
i and theſe mighty works ? Whence hath this man all theſe 
* things ;? ſeeing his low origin, and relatives, we are not 


ignorant of? Some, as Phileſepbers, have done well; but 
Chriſt excelleth them all. He came to fulfil the law and 


© the Prophets (/).” In his doarine. and precepts there are 


no imperfeQions ; * ſor it pleaſed the Father (zz), that in 


him ſhould all fulneſs dwell.. His authority reacheth to 


f John v. 27. g 1 Tim. In, 16. b tz * nxxri, 25, 20, 27, 
i la, xlir, 3, 4, 5, k ONE xiii, or 56, | chap, , 17, m Col, i.:9, 
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the heart (a): and ye are complete in him (o“, in the 
« ſpirit, and not in the letter ), whoſe praiſe is not of men, 
© but of God. Chriſt loved the church, and gave himfelf 


for it (0, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, with the 


: waſhing of water by the word. That he might preſent i it 
© to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or 
*any ſach thing; but that it ſhould be holy, and without 


b ©blemith.* Amazing ee! f 


Connected with the above, clearly, is the þ 227 or death of 
Chrift, by which he was made per fact (r). He did through- 


out his whole miniſtry, what was proper to enli ghten, ſancti- 


fy, and fave mankind ; but in his /aft ſufferings, after a diſ- 
tinguiſhed manner. As a witneſs for divine truth, he was 
bernically faltbful ; an unequalled Martyr. So it became 
bim, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, 

©(-) in bringing many Sons into glory. Before Pontius 
* Pilate (7), he witneſſed a good confeſſion.“ How calm 
was he, from thenceforward, how mild, how forgiving, how 
devout, how great every way ! Then both heaven and 
earth did take part with him. The veil of the temple 
was rent in twain (a), from the top to the bottom; 


and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the 


* opraves were opened, and many dead bodies of ſaints, 
« which ſlept, aroſe, and came out of the graves, after his 
© reſurreQion, and appeared unto many. And there was 
© darkneſs over all the land, unto the ninth hour. At length, 


he ſaid (v), it is finiſhed, and he bowed his head, and gave 


© up the Ghoſt.” Wonderful ſufferer! See how * the ſpirit 
* the water, and the blood agree in one.” 


n Matth, v,21, &c, o Col, ii, ro, p Rom, ii, 29, q Eph v, 25, 16, 2). 
r Heb, v. 9. s Heb. i, 10, t 1 Tim, vi. 13 % Hath. Xxvü. $1, 45. &c. 
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the 0 1 E that believeth (a) on the ſon of God hath the f 

it it a witneſs in himſelf; is, by exceeding great and f 

or precious promiſes, (5 * made partaker of a divine nature, 

but having eſcaped the corruption that is in the world | 
through luſt. Such have put off, concerning the former 4 

of : ranver{ation, (c) * the old man which is corrupt according . 

bh. to the deceitful luſts ; and are renewed in. the ſpirit of - | 

ui. TNT. their minds; and bave put on the ney man, which, 85 

IC Y after God, is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” 

* They are one, to a certain degree, with him who is „„ 

1e nitely perfect. 155 

8, .. They want neither e of frengt I nor direction- NY , 

18 as the efeds do witneſs. Though not complete, they are 5 

N Biel, (d) * becauſe they do hunger and thirſt after this.” | 

* Their path (e) is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more 

1 and more unto the perfect day.“ Their heaven is. begun, f 

4 and when they awake yet more fully after death, 97 


=  * they ſhall behold God's face in righteouſneſs, and be ſa- 
nn © tisfied with his likeneſs ; ; being ſealed (g) with the holy 
_ © ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance, 
© until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the. 
« praiſe of his glory.” 
- Thus the ſpirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirits, 0 
7 that we are the children of God; and if children, then 
* heirs; heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with Chriſt.“ Hence 
peace of conſcience doth ariſe, and a ſerene behaviour, even * 
under heavineſs, by trial: if ſo he that we ſuffer with 
Chriſt, that we may be alſo glorified together. Not on- 
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a 1 John v, 10, + 2 Pet.i,4, e Eph,iv,2r.&c, d Mat, v, 6. 
c Prov, v, 18, f Pal, xvii, 15, A* „i, 13, 14, h Rom, vii, 16, * 
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= TY ſo, (3) but we glory in etibalaitoal alſo, SPA chat 


« tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, experience; 
and experience, hope; and hope maketh not aſhamed; 
a becauſe the love of God is {lied abroad in our hearts, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us.“ 
Such are the fruits of a ſure, clear juſtifoing faith, even 


peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By 


whom alſo we have acceſs by faith, into this grace where- 
im we land and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 
« Theſe things I have ſpoken unto yon, that in me ye 
might have peace (4). In the world ye ſhall have tribula- 
tion; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 

The doctrine and ſpirit of Chriſt together will more than 5 


| 3 (4). No creature ſhall be able to ſeparate from 


« ſach love. Not as the world giveth (7), give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. I give unto them eternal liſe, (2) and they ſhall 
never periſh. My Father which gave them me is greater 
than all: and none ſhall oe. them out of my Father's 
© hand.”? 

A believers heart and his t reaſure lead to one place. 
This is a certain prime witneſs in themſelves. * The Holy 
« Ghoſt teſtifieth in every city, ſaying, (o) that bonds and 
« aflictions abide me. But none of theſe things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
* finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which 1 have 
received of the Lord Jeſus to teſtify the goſpel of the 

grace of God. I am ready, (p) not to be bound only, 
"© but to die at Jeruſalem, for the name of the Lord Jeſus.” 
Magnanimous, indubitäble faith ! What a ſtrength of in- 

i Rom. v 3, t. 8 : k John xvi. 23 | Rom vii. 37, 39. 


m John xiv. 27, n chap x 28, 29, o Acts xx. 23, 24. 
p Chap. Xxi. Ig. | 5 
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a wits! 1412 am now nk 2 . affered (a), and hw 
time of my departure 3 is at hand. I, have fought : a good 
6 fight, [ have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept. the faith: 
* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouf- 


© neſs, which the Lord, the”righteous judge, ſhall give me 


© in that day: and not to me only, but (083 alſo who love 
© his appearing.” 


Muſt not a go/þe/ replete with ſo great powers, be of 


divine origina: ; and its author, the ſon of God, likewiſe 
divine ? * How then ſhall we eſcape, if we negle& ſo great 


A ſalvation (4)? O houſe of Jacob, (c) come ye, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. Ariſe, (4) ſhine, for thy 
© light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 


« thee. And the Gentiles thall come to thy light, and 
b kings | to the brightneſs of thy riſing.” Amen. 
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404-4 44-4: 4oÞe pode doe: po pm pe 


ö 


SECTION I. 


T HE ſureſt rule for interpreting O01 Tehament prophe= 
| cies is by what is ſaid of them in the NM. As 


when St. Peter ſays, from Pſalm ii. (e who by the mouth 


of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, Why did the heathen 
4 rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of 
the earth ſtood up, and the rulers were gathered together. 


4 2 Tim iv, 6, &. d Heb ii. 3. c lſa. ii. 5, d chap. IX. , 3, 
| e e 44s iv. 25, 1 
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210 d culire” 
6 againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt:“ applying the 
ſame, in what follows, to Herod, -and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and people of Iſrael. - Of the ſame holy 
child Jeſus, the roya/ prophet thus ſpeaks, ia the above 
Pſalm : Vet have I ſet my king upon my holy hill of 
8 Zion. 1 will declare the decree: the Lord hath ſaid un- 
to me, thou art my ſon, this day have I begotten thee (a). 
* Aſk of me, and I ſhall give thee the heathen for thine 
* inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 
* poſſeſion.* Thus Chriſt, in compariſon, is the only begot- 
zen + © being made ſo much better than the angels (5), as 
© he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 
« than they.“ | 
From Zion too, the evangelical law. was to proceed 3 (e) 
even the rod of divine ſtrength, to rule in the midſt of 
© kis enemies. Thy people, it is added, ſhall be willing | 
in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs, by 
the dew of goſpel youth ;* as pearly Arqps are both nume - 
rous and ſweet to look upon, from the womb of the 
morning.“ How exactly anſwerable to the word of Iſaiah, 
the ſon. of Amos, concerning Judah and Jeruſalem (4, : 
© And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, that the- 
mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eftabliſhed on the 
top of the mountains, and fhall be exalted above the 
* ha ; and all nations ſhall. flow into it. And: many 
« people. ſhall go, and ſay, come ye, let us go-up.-unto the 
mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths; ſor out of Zion {hall go forth the law,” even 
us David: had foretold, and the. word of the Lord from 


+ Jeruſalem.” | 
2 Plal, i ti, 6, 7. &a. b Heb. i. 4. C Pſal. cx. . d chap, ii. 1. &c. 
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An 845 . believe, in all: ages, belong to this def- 


cription. They are * an holy and peculiar people (a), that 


& they ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes, or virtues .* of him, 
£ who hath called them out of darkneſs into his marvellous 

* light. When their profeſional and real characters do an- 
ſwer; ; then ſhall the other parts of Jaiab's prophecy be 


fulfilled : © and they ſhall beat their ſwords mto plough- 
© ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks. Nation ' 


* ſhall not lift up ſword againſt er N neither ſhall ey 
learn war any more. 

This exactly fulfils another prediction, ( b) , When thou 
* ſhalt make his ſoul, or life, an offering for ſin, he ſhall 
ſee his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure 


4 of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand. He ſhall ſee of 
© the travel of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied : by his know- 
© ledge ſhall my righteous fervant Jutify many.” In the 
ſenſe ſet forth from above, and by an angel of Gol to the 


bleſſed Mary, (c) he ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the 


* ſon of the higheſt; and the Lord God ſhall give unto 


him the throne of his father David. And he ſhall reign. 
© over the houſe of Jacob ſor ever, and of his kingdom: 


© there ſhall be no end. For he muſt reign (4 till he- 


© hath put all enemies under his feet. The laſt enemy. 
© that ſhall be deſtroyed is death. Then death-and hell (e) 
bare to be caſt into the lake of fire.“ 

What auguſt ideas are thoſe of our b 2/21 Lord's Hnoidom A 


© He ſhall drink of the brook in the way (/); therefore 
© ſhall he liſt up his head, to reign. Whence 7e/ar him» 
| ſelf ſays g), * ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, 


and to enter into his glory ? Thus it behoved him to ſuffer, 
and to riſe from the dead on the third day: and that re- 


| k | 
a 1 Vet. ii 9. 4, 5 b chap. Ji, ro, 11. e Luke i. 32, 8&c. 
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* pentance and re miſſion of fins ſhoul dd be preached in his 
name among all nations.“ For the time, by this means, 
ſhall. come (c) © when they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in- all 
my holy mountain,” faith he of the branch that ſhall grow 
out of Jeſſe's roots. for the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
© ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. He ſhall 
© not fail (4), nor be difcouraged,” or broken, as in the 
margin, till he have ſet judgement in the earth: and the 
© ifles ſhall wait for his law.“. | 
Chriſt, then, is inveſted with ſole, ſpiritual, and infallible. 
rule. For he is our peace (e, and through him we both, 
Jews and Gentiles, have an acceſs by one ſpirit unto the 
Father.“ Strictly and properly ſpeaking, indeed, his, 
kingdom is not of this world , but ſtill, what leads to 
the /ublime/? gran eur, is to learn of him. Every one that 
© 1s of the truth,” ſaid he before Pontius Pilate, © heareth. 
my voice.” Such, even in preſent 7ſt, do reign and proſ- 
per (g); but ſtill more ſhall they * reign as Kings and 
« Prieſts unto God hereafter (). For the Kingdom of God 
© is within men (i); by righteouſnefs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt.” Real permanent ornaments (A), which 
* are in the fight of God of great price.“ Such will reiga 7 
in his preſence, when all other empires ceaſe. 
How wiſe and glorious an e/tabli/hment for the only begot- 
ten ! Thy throne, O God, is for ever and e ever: the Sceg- 
* tre of thy Kingdom is a right Sceptre. Thou loyeſt 
c righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs; therefore God, 
6 thy God, bath anointed thee with the oil of gladneG 
above thy fellows.“ The contrivance and execution are 
equally amazing! Let Chriſt: Kingdom be underſtood 
as purged of every thing which has not his own warrant: 


c la. xi. 9, 1 d chap xlii. 4. e Eph. ii 13, 18, f John xviii. 36, 37. 
g Matth. xi. 29. h Rev. i. 6. i Rom. xiv. 17. k 4 Pct. iii 4. 
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"4 Letu us bier his word, according to the prime  ſemplicity of i it; | 
all (4) as to others, their ſtate is deplorable. * Thine arrows are 
3 © ſharp in the heart of the King's enemies ( m), whereby the 
* © people fall under thee. Thou ſhall break them as with a 
Ul rod of iron, thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces like a potter's 
* © veſſel (a), when his wrath is kindled but a little. Bleſſed 

4% © are all they that put their truſt in him! But, when 

the great day of his wrath | is come (9), who ſhall be able 

KG © to Rand? | | | 

L „ ; neee 

4 SECTION IL N 
0 CHRIST A PRINCELY SAVIOUR. „ 
T 20 then, after the Lord had ſpoken? to his Apoſtles in | 
E a body, and for the laſt time before his death upon þ 1 
4 earth (), he was eceived up into heaven, and fat on the N 
[ - © right hand of God. And he is the head of the body, the 40 
| church ( 23 Who is the beginning, the firſt· born from the 

8 dead: that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. 


Far above all principality r), and power, and might, and 
< dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
« world but alſo in that which is to come.” Words of ins 
effable import ! Yet the hope of being one day able to compre- 
bend is what every genuine follower of his may, and ovght 
to pray for (3). 
The right hand of the majeſty on high denotes power and 
privilege better than thoſe of angels t); for are they not all 
miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth by him, to miniſter for them 
c rhat ſhall be heirs of ſalvation ? Such thoughts, unleſs ther 
had been inſpired, no heart of man had been able to con- 


12 Cor. xi 8 m Fſal, xlv. .. n Pſal. ii 9, 12. o Rev. vi. 17. I 
p Mark xvi. 9. 4 Col. i, 18. r Eph. i, 21. & chap, ik. 18, 
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ceive (% they carry now. their own etc along with 
_ What a near and dear relation do believer: ſtand 
to ſuch illimited gandneſ; ! He that is joined to the 
1 wg {a\ is one ſpirit. And where the ſpirit of the Lord 
© is (x), there is liberty. But we all wich open face, be- 
© holding as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed 
t into the ſame image, from glory, to glory, even as by the 
© ſpirit of the Lord. | 14 
Jeſus is the true and only een of d'vins „ er. 
© The glory of God and of the Lamb' is therefore con- 
joined 5). © They are the temple of Jeruſalem” there de- 
ſcribed. *© Things in earth (z), and things in heaven* too, 
are thus reconciled, or brought under one head. Le are 
come to an innumerable comp-ny of angels (a), to the 
© general afſembly and Church of the firſt-born, which are 
« written - in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and 
© to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect.“ What a glo- 
rious, triumphant idea ! How bliſsful a change by dying! 
(5) To ſleep in Chriſt,” the true and only medium, like- 


wiſe, of divine communications | Here are all his promiſes ful - 


filled, yea, an! amen. Deliverance from trouble 1 Com- 
plete and endleſs enjoyment ! God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God (c). And God ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more 
« death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are paſled away. 
« Theſe words, are true and faithful. 

Of courſe, till then, 7J-/us is the true and only proper me- 
dium of divine worſhip. Through bim, as already obſerved, 
we have an acceſs by one ſpirit unto the Father (4) ; and 

v i Cor. ü, 9. u Cor. vi 17. x 2 Cor. ti. t7, 18. y Rev. xxl. 33. 


z Col i 10 a Heb, xi. 22. * b . Theſ. iv 14. Cc Rev. xxi. 2, 3, 5. 
d Eph u. 18, ils s 
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thereby grow into an holy temple, in the Lord. For 


* there is one God (a], and one Mediator between God and 


men, the man Chriſt Jeſus; who gave himſelf a ranſom 
for all; © to be teſtified in due time. We have ſuch an high 


© Prieſt (, who is ſet on the right hand of the throne of 


the Majeſty in the heavens ; a miniſter of the ſanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 


not man. Not into figures and ſhadows of good. things, 

© as before; but into heaven itſelf, (c) now to appear in the 
« preſence of God for us“ 

If ye abide in me, 4) and my words abide in you, ye 


7 ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall be done unto you. We 


© have not ſuch an high Prieit, as cannot be touched with 
our infirmities ; (e) therefore, let us come boldly to the 


© throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
* grace to help in- time of need. And whatſoever ye do in 
< word or deed, . do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, | 
giving thanks to God, and the Father by him.“ How ] 
ſignally uſeful and ſweet are the above purely and pecu- 
liarly evangelical dodrine: ? They conſiſl, at the ſame time, 
with every ſound principle of reaſon. They are equal, 


under God, to preponderate our h2avic/t preſent trials. That 
ſo many literate men, diſtant the whole or mot of them, 
in time and place, ſhould write with con/i/erce, but by one 
ſupernatural ſpirit, is not eaſy to imagine. 


Let us, therefore exceedingly fear and quake, to do de- 


£ ſpite unto the ſpirit of grace. (g) It is a fearſul thing, 
under guilt ſo complicated, to fall into the hands of the 


living God:“ In effect, (4) * to make him a liar. Yet 


;, faith, if it hath not works, (7) is dead, being alone. Add 


2 Tim. ii, 5, b Heb. viii, 1, 2, c chap, ix, 24, d John xv, 75 
e Heb, iv, 15. 16, f Col, ui, 17, g Heb, x, 29 31, h . ii, 10, 
i Jam, i, 17, 
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© to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to 
C knowledge, temperance z and to temperance, patience z 
| © and to patience, godlineſs ; and to godlineſs, brotherly- 

Kkindneſs; and to brotherly-kindneſs, charity; for if theſe 

things be in you, and abound, they make you, that ye 
© ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ve ſhall never fall, for ſo an 
© entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the- 
© everlaſting 3 of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


6 Chriſt.” 1 
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SECTION III. 


REDEMPTION BY CH NIS. 


HATEVER Ged will: may, for certain, be under- 
ſtood as done. Thus Zacharias, the father of 
John Bapliſt, (b) * Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for 
© he hath viſited and redeemed his people. And hath 
© raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his 
« ſervant David; as he ſpake by the mouth of his holy 
« prophets, fince the world began.“ Now the clear imme- 
diate forerunning /igns had commenced ; and the entire ac- 
compliſhment would be no leſs ſure, All oppe3ition whatever 
would be fruſtrated. The enemies, as follows, ſo to ſpeak, 
are overcome, The mercy promiſed hath taken place. The 
_ holy covenant is eſtabliſhed. Hline/s and righteouſneſs , from 
thence, prevent, agreeable to the divine oath. t 

Chriſt Feſus is our ſtrong /piritual ſalvation ; whereof the 
deliverance of //-ae/ from Egypt was but a mere /hadow, 
Made of the ſeed of David, (c) according to the fleth ; 
1 ys declared to be the ſon of God with power, according 


= Luke i i, 68, &c, c Rom, i i, 3, &, 


85 „ nA 6 r. Pet 7 0 


= 4 to the eilt of holineſs; by the reſurredion from the dead. 
* The people were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, (a) becauſe he 
4 (taught them as one having authority, and not as tbe 
MS - © ſcribes.” 80, when St. Peter preached in his name, as * 


ö lt exalted to the right hand of the majeſty, they. that glad- | 
y received his word were baptized : and the ſame 4 5 
ä there were added to them three thouſand ſouls? © i 
5 I The redemftion by our bleſſed Lord is no leſs royal than 
ow Hence, it is expreſſed by the emblem of a horn, (5) 
alluding to Daniel 'c). * He who loved us, and waſhed 
aus from our ſins in his own blood, (4) hath made us 
kings and prieſts unto God, and his, Father.” Such do 
fight with* and conquer, not * fleſh and blocd only, but 
© principalities, powers, rulers - of the darkneſs of this 
© world (e), ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places: Yea, we 
are more than conquerors (J), through him that loved 
* us? Stich are full maſters of themſelves; * ſlow . 
- anger, ( g better than the mighty. No other rule upon 
; 5 egrth is comparable to this. In Heaven, therefore, © they 
| * ſtand before the throne; and before the lamb, (i) clothed 
« with white robes and palms in their hands.” 
Pleſſed are they (i) which do hunger and thirſt afters 
« rightwauſnelh for they ſhall be filled They ſhall grow 
up in all things into him which is the head, (4) even 
_ © Chriſt.” To-day a babe, ſoon after a youth; and anon, 
3 perſea man unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
6. fulneſs of Chriſt.” How great, how royal a ate is this! 
They are eu creatures, (I) having crucified the fleſh, 
with the affections and luſts, (n) they live in the ſpirit, F 
they walk in the 1 They have learned in whatſoever 


1 2 Mat. vii. 28, 29 Luke i. . 6g. e chap vii? 20, Kc. d Rev.. c. 6. 
5 e Eph. vi 12 f Rom. viii. 37, g irov, xvi. 32. b Rev. vii. 9. 
i Mat, v. 6. k.Eph iv. 15, 13. | Gal, vi, 1. m chap. v. 24, 25. 
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© tate tl ey are (an) therewith to be content. They EY 
© both” how to be abaſed and how. te abound; every 


* whereand in all things they are inſtructed, both to be full 
and to be hungry; both to abound, and to ſuffer need. 
They can do all things through Chriſt which ſtrengthen · 
© eth them. It is enough that he ſhall be magnified in 
© their body, (a) whether by life or by death“ 
© If the Son therefore ſhall make you free (o), then ſhall 
ye be free indeed. To live ſhall be Chriſt (y), and to die 
gain. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 


© ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other ereature, ſhall be 
able to ſeparate ns (9) from the love of God, which is in 
-« Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. A ſpirit of power verily (), and 
ol love, and of a ſound mind.“ Pure royal adoption (. 
The aboliſhment of Haviſh fear. To complete all, the - 


demption is everlaſting ; for, if children, heirs : heirs 
© of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt. - Theſe things have I 


© ſpoken unto you /#), that my joy might e in JO 
and that b joy men be full. 5 5 
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SECTION IV. 


DEAN DISARMED BY CHRIST. 


ESIDES /ubduing us to himſelf ; ruling his people by : 
wiſe and equitable laws ; dgſen ling them from dan- 


gerous attacks ; reſraining and conquering all his own and 
heir ſpiritual enemies; he, in effect, doth abo/ifo the laſt 
of theſe, by © bringing life and immortality to light (u). 


To him, this grand diſcovery i is chiefly owing. Chrilt, the 


 mthil jv, rr, nl bil, i, 20, o Johr viii, 36, p Phil; i, 27, q Rom,vib.;8, 79, 
1 2 Tim, i, 5 $ 4 Rom, vin, 35" t7, 8 John xv, cr, us Tim, i, 10, 


10 1 n. „ 


firſt fruits (v), afterwards they that are Chriſt's ut his 
coming : or rather, at his appearance within the veil (x)? - 
The.obſtacle to this, ariſing from guilt, he removes, in the 
caſe. of true / peniferice. - Whence that noble, juſt, triumph, 
O death, where is thy. ſting? O grave, where is thy 


in A victory? The Ring of death is fin, and the ſtrengtł of fin is 
[x the law; but thanks be to God VI us ana” 0 
ul _ © through our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt . 5 
ie - Behold in him a. * ſure deliverer. God was in Chriſt (y), 775 
li- reconeiling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their re- 
e, « pented of treſpaſſes unto them. By whom alſo we have 
de acceſs through faith (z), to that grace wherein we now, 
in « ſtand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. He is 
d © our- forerunner (32); and where he is, there ſhall we be 
* * alſo (5); which hope we have as an anchor to the ſoul, both 
" « ſure and ſteadfaſt (c). I am the reſurrection and the life, 
rs (a) © he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
I © ſhall he live: and whoſoever liveth and believeth ſhall ne- 
"'H ver die.“ - Tranſporting thought ! Not die, but be changed, 
: even as thoſe who remain, being alive upon earth, at the 
lf day; in a moment, in the twinkling of an' eye (e), 
© abſent from the body (Y, and preſent with the Lord.“ In 
place of a diſſolved tabernacle, having a building of God, 
- * an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. So 
« clothed upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of 
7 life. 1 thank God (g), through Jeſus Wes re Lord. 
i enn ME Se 
d God commendeth his love towards us, in os while we 
ſt were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us (i): Much more then, 
. being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 
e 
A 2 * Gor, ws i. f 1 55, . = = * 
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l through him. For if when, we. were enemies, we 


were reconciled to God by the death of his Son z much | 


moro being reconciled, wo ſhall be faved by his life. Les; 
they cho receive abundance of grace, and of tlie gift ol. 
rightebuſnels, ſhall reign in life, by one, Jelus Chriſt, even 


life eternal. Behold what manner of love the Father hath 


beſtowed upon us (4 I If by one man's diſobedience, 
« many were made,” treated as finners (/; ſo by the obe · 


diene of one, {hall many be made,” treated as.* zighteous. 


© He is head over all things to the church () en is his 
body; the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all..“ 

This is the covenant that Iwill make with thaketiſe.of | 
© Iſrael after thoſe days (u, faith the Lomd : Iwill put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and 


© I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. 
Hill be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs; and their ſins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more ! He is not. 


© aſhamed to be called their God (a), for he hath prepared 
for them a city. So. then all things are yours (); Life, 
6 death, things preſent, or things to come; all are yours: 
and ye are Chriſt's, and Cbriſte is God's. How full of 
grace and truth (9) are theſe declarations I hanks be 


unto God for his unſpeakable gift (r) !˙ Fo 
8 Being made free from ſin, and become 5 4 ſervants of 


© God (), ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and. the end 


« everlaſting life. For the wages of fin is death; but the 

gift of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
It is no longer conjecture, or matter of faint argument; but 
light as noom day itſelf. * Foraſmuch as the children (72) 
are partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe 


*. 


kr John i ni, r, Inde, v, 19. m Eph; i i, 22, 21, n Heb, viii, o, [2, 


o chap, xt 16, p Cor, iii, 21, Kc. 4 John „ Cor, i ix, b 5. 
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- * ftroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil: 


| © and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all 


* their life time ſubject to bondage. Being born again, not 


« of corruptible ſeed (x, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God which liveth and abideth for ever. And this is 


the word which by the goſpel is preached unto vou. It 


is indeed, the record y), that God hath given unto us 
*- « eternal liſe : and this life is in, or by his Son. He that 
_ _ © hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son, 
« hath not life. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his abundant mere, 


© hath begotten us agaiu unto a lively hope by the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead (z); to an. inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 


How aſtoniſhing! How conſiſtent! How beneficial} And 


chat made known 0 naturally ignorant unlearned men. 
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SECTION V. 


HOINOUR DUE TO CHRIST. 


have ſet my King, ſays David,” by the ſpirit, (a), 
upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the de- 
* cree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. The Father loveth the Son (3), 
and ſheweth him all things that himſelf doth. As the 


* 
\ 


9 Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth chem; even 


t ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father 


judgeth no man, bat hath committed all judgement unto 
the Son : that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as 


: x1 Pet, 1, 23, Kc. I ohn v. rc 21 Pet, i a 6 
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they honour the n H e that h brett not the TIN 
honoureth not the Father which hath ſent him.“ Ju icial 


uuthority imports in it every other ſovereign ad. -* Being 


found in faſhion as a man (c), he humbled himſelf, and 
_ © beoame obedient unto. death even the death of the croſs. 
©: Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name above every name, that at, or rather in, the | 
name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow ;, and that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs, that . Chriſt is Gone to the 
glory of God, the Father.“ 
How grand, and worſhipful, are theſe accounts of lee! 
 econmy ! Even while on earth, © the deaddid hear. the voice 
© of the Son of God and live (4) ;* all ſpecimens of what 
he would do more extenſively, © when the good ſhall come 
© forth, unto the reſurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, to the reſurrection of Fee Such qu. 
cial poauer, or authority, has a clear claim to be honoured, for | 
the glory of him who hath put all things under him (e); 
it being manifeſt, that himſelf is excepted? that did fo. 
We muſt all appear before the judgement · ſeat of Chriſt, 
{/) * that every one may receive the things done in his 
* body, according to that he hath done, whether good or 
bad.“ An awful, yet ſweetly affecting thought, to pious. 
benevolence 1 In as much as ye have done it {g), unto one 
© of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
c If any man ſerve me, let him follow me (. and where I 
am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be: if any man ſerve me, 
« him will my Father honour.” On the other hand, how 
dreadful, and juſt, that voice (i), * Depart from me, ye 
« curſed,” cruelly withholding from my brethren, * into ever- 
« laſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels.” 


e Pt}, ii, 8, Kc. d John v, 25, 29, et Cor xv. 27, f 2 Cor, * 
8 Matt. 3 Av. 40, h John xii, 26, i Matth, xxv, ary 
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Worſhipful obedi ient honour is certainly due to authority 
5 * fo high. To neglect, and much more to diſregard this, is 
not to honour the Father which hath ſent him.“ And 

what have ſuch to expect A fearful looking for of judge- 

c ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhalt devour the adver- 

« faries (4) ; everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 

Lord (/,, and from the glory of his power. He that hateth 

© me (an) hateth my Father alſo.“ Hence the wrath of him 

that ſitteth on the throne and the wrath of the Lamb (a 

are conjoined. And when the great day of his wrath 

ais come, who ſhall be able to ſtand ? Rocks, dens, and 
burning mountains, would then be eligible. * Fall . us, 
and hide us, if it be poſſible! 3 

- Feſus \ is the Meliator of a holy, as well as a forgioing Coe 

venant. He invites the weary and heavy laden to come 

© unto him (o), to take his yoke upon them, to learn of 

c him.“ This is true reſpect; and leads to ret. But, with»: 

© out holineſs (p), no man oan ſee the Lord. He that com- 

« mitteth ſin (2), is of the Devil ; for the Devil ſianeth from 
the beginning: for this purpoſe the Son of God was 
© manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works of the Devil. 

Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit ſin? wilfully, 

and far leſs with * continuance ; for his ſeed remaineth in 

him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God. In 
© this the children of God are manifeſt, and the children of 
© the devil: whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God; 

* neither he that loveth not his brother.“ 


Ek Heb, x, 27, 1% Theef, , >, m John xv, 23, n Rev, vi, 6, 15, 
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SECT 1. 


HOW AND IN WHOM THE SPIRIT 1 bor 


. OPERATE. 


TN ſome, for wiſe reaſons, 8 Ho 7 Ghoſt acts after a man- 3 
ner altogether ſupernatural As in the caſe of © vener- 


able Simon (y), the ſame man was juſt and devout, 


« waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael ; and the Holy Ghoſt - 
was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 


- © Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſce death before he had ſeen the 


s Lord's Chril. And he came by the ſpirit” into the tem. 
© ple ; and when the parents brought in the Child Jeſus, to 


© dofor him after the cuſtom of the law, then took he him 
up in his arms, and bleſſed God, and faid, Lord, now 


letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy 
« word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation,” and ſo forth. 


Anna, a Propheteſs likewiſe, coming in that inſtant, gave 


thanks unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all that looked 

for redemption in Ifrael. When both came by ſpirit into 

© the temple, the ſacred impalſe* might be unknown to 

them; but not what led to their /aub/equent teſtimonies. 
One certain conclu/ron may be formed from the above, that 


a character of /crupulous juſtice, and out of a pious principle, 


is a place of favourite reſidence for the divine ſpirit. 4 Truly 
God is good to Iſrael (g, even to ſuch as are of a clean 
© heart. He is à ſun and ſhield to the upright (7), will give 
6 orace and glory, no good thing will he withhold from 
p Luke i, 25, 30, Kc. 4 Flad, al. 1. r Ixxair, 7 
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e them. He will guide them by ki counſel (s); he will 
„ dwell in them (7), and walk in them ; and will be cheir 
God, and they ſhall be his people. This is the generation 

b of them that ſeek thee, with acceptance (4) }, that ſeek | 
© thy face, O God of Jacob. If ye, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children (%: how much more 
* ſhall your heavenly Fecher give the Holy nn co them 
© that a him \ 5 
Such honour belongs to all 1 exception that are juſt 
and devout. * They are born of God, and know God (w)j 3 
n God dwelleth in them, and his love is pèrfected in them. 
Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe 
he hath given us of his ſpirit.” Theſe gifts, then, might 
© in part have been miraculous ; but unleſs real graces from 
_ converſation had attended them, they could not, as above, 
| have dwelt in God, and God in them.” Witneſs what our 
2 bleſſed Lord hath ſaid *). many will ſay unto me, in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name? 
And in thy name caſt out Devils ? And in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I profeſs unto 
© them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work _ 
* iniquity * The point, therefore, is eſtabliſhed, that fuch 
honour of an mg divine ſpirit, belongs _ to thy Juſt 
and devout. | 
© Theſe grow into an holy temple i in the Lord ( "P ; Sid 
are builded together for an habitation of God through the / 
« ſpirit. A ſpiritual houſe (z), an holy Prieſthood, to offer 
© up ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Hereby know we the ſpirit of truth (a). The free heavens 
« ly ſpirit of adoption (3), whereby we cry, abba, Father. 
As led by the ſpirit, they are the Sons of God.“ This, 
s Pfal -lxxiii. 24. t 2 Cor. vi, 16. u Pal. zulv. & v Luke x1. 13. 


t John. iv. 7, 1, 13. + Matth, vii 32, Ke. y Eph. th 21, 22. 
2 I Pet. ii 5. a John iv. 6. b Rom, viii. 15, I4, ' TRE og 
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bahay own ſpirit, or habit of mind and Scharte doth 
demonſtrate the ſame. © Happy they, who have ſuch an evi- 

dence { "Feſer, literally in one's arms, is not equal to it; and 
1 the priv. lege of all genuine Diſcip eu. Of his fulneſo, 
they do all receive grace for grace.“ Ho glorioufly they 
* in e ce ne And an Wee to die. 5 


or: rar wovr Thos r. 


* —— — by; 5 
PE 8SECTION- EG 
DIVINE AGENCY CAN ONLY BE KNOWN FROM 
F s EFFECTS. © 


5 


MARVEL not that I ſaid unto Pay 8 
1 words of Jeſus to Nicodemus, ye muſt be born 
) again. The wind bloweth where it liſteth,“ thus perſoni- 
fying what is inanimate, the better to be underſtood, * and 
© thou, heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth : ſo is every one that is 
5 born of the ſpirit.” In general, the. meaniag is, that 
wherever there have been habits of vice, theſe muſt bechanged 
into the oppoſite goed, by renewing grace; elſe there can be 
no true enjoyment. * That which is born of the fleſh; i is 
«© fleſh ;* mean, low, and comparatively debaſing: whereas, 
_ © that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit ;* high, elevating 
and divine. No human eye, however, can perceive the man- 
ner of ſuch operation; no human eee neither can ap- 
prehend it. 

All we have in our power is to look after viſible oft 
produced. 80 is the kingdom of God, or pure goſpel in- 
- Buence (6b), as if a man ſhould caſt ſeed into the ground, 
and ſhould fleep, and riſe night and day, and the ſeed 
« ſhould ſpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For 


jet John ii, 7,8, 5. 1 lark ir 26, &c. 
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Both images may be — inadtrated. Man, 46 a 1 
agent, muſt : 3 in purſuit of true bo/ineſt 5 as St. Paul 
enjoins (e), vd, out your own ſalvation with fear and 


* trembling. For it is God which worketh in you, both to 


will and to do of his good pleaſure.” . Each of theſe tran- 


ſcend our preſent underſtanding, as to method of anion. 


But why may not the Supreme Being thus conſerve, as well 
as produce? The ſimple undoubted fact is (J), every 
| good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh from the Father of lights; with whom is no 


variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning. In particular, of his 


on will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 


ſhould be a kind of firſt fruits of his creatures The word 


made uſe of, and the ſpirit muſt conjoin. So, where no re- 
velation is, except that of nature, men were to ſeek the 


„Lord (g), if haply they might feel after him, and find 
bim; though he be not far from every one of us: for, in 
«him, as follows, we live, and move, and have our being,” 


The Creator and his ofipring were here, alſo, to co-operate. 


6 Watch and pray (4), that ye enter not into temptation + 
© the ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak.” Man 


mult do as he is able ; and having done all, to * commit the 8 


keeping of his ſoul to him that judgeth righteouſly * Thus 
he will be found, and in no way of Joth/ul prefumptuous truſt. 
As ſure as ee do prove the influence of wind un ern, fo 
do n or of eg nn the workin 8 power 


e Phil ii. . 2, 13. f Jam. i i. 17. f Acts vi. 27. h Math, nxvl 41, 


i *, 
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- *the earth, to appearance, briogeth-forth, fruit of bertel, 5 
_*firſt the blade, then the ear, after chat the full corn in he 
ear. But when the fruit is brought forth? to a ripe or 
mature ſtate, immediately he n in * e hor 
Yon. harveſt is come, 2 1 
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| of an unſeen ſpirit. I am the vine (i), and my Father i is 
* the huſbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not 
j fruit, he taketh away; and every branch that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.“ 
However, to evince the mean of ſuch fraitfulneſs, he adds, 
| © now ye are elean, through the word which I have ſpoken © 
© unto you. He that abideth in me, by faith and frequent 
holy meditation, and * I in him.” by promiſed exerciſe of 
powerful love, © the ſame bringeth forth much fruit : for” 
© without,” or ſevered from nie, ye can do nothing. If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye ſhall aſk. 
« what ye will, and it thall be done unto you.” 


». 


CONTINUED. SH: ee hy' 

"HE /pirit of God acts not arbitrari'y; but is ever ad 

der certain direction, according to the orders and 
promiſes of his word. . What ſeems chance to us, is by no 4 
means ſo, He maketh the.clouds? themſelves (4), how- 
ever ſwift and jarring to appearance his chariots, and walk- 
eth, like one ſerene, * upon the wings of the wind. Are 
* not two ſparrows ſold for a farthing (/)? And one of 
them ſhall not fall on the ground without your Father. 
© But the very hairs of your head are numbered. Fear ye 
© nct, therefore, it juſtly follows, * ye are of more value 
than many ſparrows.” 80 God will have all men to be 
* ſaved (n), and to come to the knowledge of the truth,” 
If they will not, they are left without excuſe, They, and 
they. only are. to be charged with their own ruin. As St. 
Fude ſays, * they are twice dead; and to be PRs * ad 
the roots. 

Clear „ent, or fruits of a 8 foul, are thats FR 
forth * ; love to God, to Chriſt, to the /aints, and all ma n- 


i Jol n XV. 1. 8. 3 J. 7. k Pal, civ, 3, 1 Matth, * 29, 30. 
m 1 I im. ii. 4, 1 3, 1 Gal, v. 22. 23. 
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hind. Where infinite excellence and gaudueſ are, there wiſe * 


fectinn doth operate, as in its higheſt, pureſt element. For 


like reaſon, will this alſo eſtimate him who is the © bright- 


© neſs of his glory, (a) and the expreſs image of his perſon. 
0 my foul too, they will ſay with the royal prophet, (5} 

* thoy art my Lord: my goodneſs extendeth 'not. unto | 
© thee z but to the ſaints, that-are on the earth; to. che ex · a 


« cellent, in whom is all my delight.“ 


From the above cometh joy in habit, though not in mea» 
ſure always preciſely the ſame. They who! partake of the 
2 divine nature, (c) mult have a portion of the divine beati- - 
tude. Such a portion as will lead, in the end, to a perfect 
interminable ſlate, '* Blefſed are they which do hunger 
© and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled (d). 
They preſs hard toward the prize (e) of the high cal- 
ling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus. To behold God's face in 
« righteouſneſs, ( and to be ſatisfied with his likeneſs.” 


This is pure joy, and in the Holy Ghoſt ( g). 
The two fruits already mentioned are quite congental. 


They do not ſeparate, more than peace, which next follows : 
And the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding | 
ol thoſe who have not the ſpirit, * ſhall keep your hearts 
and minds through Chriſt Jeſus. Have ſalt in your- 


* ſelyes, {5) and peace one with another. Bleſſed are the 


« peace-makers, ii) for they ſhall be called the children of 
God. Where envying and ſtrife is, (c) there is con- 
* fnlion, and every evil work. And the fruit of righteouſ- 


' ©* neſs is ſown in peace of them that love peace“. 
True lave, or charity, again, is Jong · ſufer ing, even to Lud. 


neſi (I) the caufelefuly i injurious themſelves, it doth not give | 


2 Heb, l. 3. NV b Pfal, xvi, 3 
e Phil. iii. 14. £ Pal, xvii io 43 


i Mat. v. 9. k Jags ii, £6 13. 15 


c 2 Pot, i. 4. 


Rom, xiy 17, h Naarn ix. 50, 
Cor. xiii 4 
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up ike all at once; but is * ſwift to hear' in ebene 8 


© flow to ſpeak, (4) low to wrath? be elieving, that the 


© wrath of man - worketh . not the righteouſneſs of God.“ 
The ſpirit of Gal beareth long before it wit a. 
and ſo do all who are animated by it The gentle, a 


next follows, are eaſy to be entreated (5); they are 
' not overcome of evil (e, bat overcome evil with good. 
Not even in 74 anger, do they either ſpeak or act unad- 


viſedly. They are not like people drunk with fury; but 
« filled with the {pirit (4). They bear all things,” as muah 


as poſſible, (e) believe all things“ of conciliating nature, 


© hope all things, endure all things. If any man thus of- 


fend not, the Tame i is a perfect man, and able Vie! to 
' _ -» © bridle the whole body.” 


Goodneſs to real want is another plots edle 


| PEN, of the divine ſpirit ; and that, like the fountain of both 


love and happineſs, to the * evil and unthankful; the juſt, 
and the unjuſt (g). He is gracious, (5) and full of 
* compaſſion, and righteous. He. ſheweth favour, and 
© lendeth. He will güide his affairs,” at the ſame time, 
with diſcretion ; that he may be the more enabled * to diſ- 
© perſe, to give to the poor,” and to continue his ove age 
or merciful ats for ever. 
- Faith, as a ſingle grace, denotes jid-lity ; and muſt flow 


from a divine ſpirit. Exhort ſervants to be obedient to 


© their own maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all things; 


2" (2) not anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing all : 


- 


good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God, 


c our Saviour, in all things. Thus doth the grace of God 


teach, that er ſalvation, As every yan hath re- 


2 James i. 19, 20 b James ii; 17. 3 Ai. 5. d ph v, 8, 
e 1 Cor, xii, 7. f James 1 * 2 8 Mat, v, 4575 n o cxil, 4, Kc, 
i In, u, 9,11, Ke, | 
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8 ce the gift, (a) even ſo nͤiniſler the ſame's one to an- 


© other, as good Rewards of the manifold grace of God.“ . 


| Mockneſs | is fond to heap diffolving benefits upon the: very 
worlt ; with all lowlineſs, long- ſuffering, and forbearing 
*in-love (6). ene to keep the unity of the 
* ſpirit in the bond of peace,” Such was that of Chrift, 
* Father, forgive "en 6e) got _ EEO not 10915 they 
Re "2 | „„ ES 


: % . ; ; | ; 3 * 
4 T” * 
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© bodies are the members of Chriſt ? ? Shall 1 then take the 


* 0 Iive een or 2 berly, 0% is eſſential to both 
6 Juſtice and godlineſt. Know ye not that your 


* 


samembers of Chriſt, and. make them the membels of an 
. © harlot? (z) God forbid. But he chat is Joined to tle 
Lord, is one ſpirit. Be not drunk with wine, wherein 


© is excels ; V but be filled with the ſpirit : ſpeaking to 


« yourſelves. in Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, 
« ſinging and making melody in your heart to the Lord. 


Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers (g). 


« Bleſſed are the pure in heart, (5) for they ſhall ſee God. 
The ſpirit of God dwelleth in ſuch : (#)* If any man de- 
« file the temple of God, him thalt God One for. the 
6. "ne of God is holy, which temple ye are.“ 

How important is the queſtion: then, * am I, FE 5, L 


« not born of the ſpirit ? They that are after the fleſh, (4) 


do mind,” or rather are chiefly wiſe for the things of 


e fleſh ; but they that are after the ſpirit, do mind,” gr. 


are chiefly wiſe for * the- things of the ſpirit. For to be 
8 1 minded i is death; but to be ſpiritually TUNA 


a 1 Per, i iv, to, b Roh, iv. 2 3, 4. C 8 xxiii 34. 4 Tit, ii. TI. 
e 1 Cor vi 15, 17. f Eph. v. 18. g 2 Cor. vi 14. h Mat. v. 8. 
1 i Cor, iii. 16, 17 k Rom. wii. 5, &c, . | 
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« is life and peace. And ye Are not in the fleſh, but in 


© the ſpirit, if ſo be that the ſpirit of God dwell in you: 
Now if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none 
© of his. As many as are led by the ſpirit of God, they 


© are the fons of God.” There may be degrees in each of 


the above ſpiritua! fruits ; but prevalence is that which ever 


muſt determine. Grow in grace (u).“ 


As already ſaid, the doctrine of Chril's word is the 
prime inſtrumental mean ; and therefore, added to the laſt 
exhortation, is, grow in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Again, (6) * Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, 


© in all wiſdom; teaching and admoniſhing one another 


in Pſalms and Hymns, and fpiritual ſongs, finging with 


6 grace in your hearts to the Lord. And take the ſword 


of the ſpirit, (e) which is the word of God. Sanctiſy 


them through thy truth, (4) thy word is truth. Being 
born again, (e) not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorrup- 


© tible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for 
lever. And this is. the word, — by iy: wo is 
. © preached unto you.“ 


One chief branch of the renouating word is what con- 


_ cerns the death of Chriſt, * For as Moſes lifted up the ſer- 
_ © pent in the wilderneſs, (/ even ſo muſt the ſon of man 


© be lifted up: that whoſoever believeth in Lim ſhould not 
« periſh; but have eternal life. Jam the living bread (g). 


2 which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this 
- © bread, that is, think ſeriouſly, and ſo as to digeſt that 


« doctrine, he ſhall live for ever: and the bread that I will 

give, is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the 
« world. It is the ſpirit' of theſe words * that quickeneth 
6 the fleſh,” or literal ſenſe of them, profiteth nothing: 


4 2 Pet. iii. 18. b Col. iii, 16, e Eph. vi, 7. d John xvii, 15. 
e 1 ret. l. 23, 25. f John ili, 14, 15» g chap. vi. 51, 63. 


a 


REY words _— 1 ppb unto voa, A e are e ſpirit and 5. 


_ ©againiſt a thief, with ſwords and ſtaves, for to take mes 


| dead: and that he died for all, that they which live, 


2 that is a-thirſt come: and whoſoever will, let him take 


; fpradtical Niem abridged ; even that of the ſpirit; -* The 
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. "Fen 1 3 ; 3 

* He was made G n, ( 5 or Wente as „ cn; e 
8 ſi be made the righteouſneſs of God in him.“ Tow | 
affecting from his own mouth! (3) Are ye come out as 


+ Thus he was made fi . And yet more, by what he endured. 
upon the croſs 3 as it is written, (e) + curſed i is every one 
that hangeth on a tree.“ To be bound as 2A hie | 
arraigned; condemned, mocked, ſpit upon, crucified, ane 
all for us! What grateſul heart will not be led to fay, (d) 
am crncified with Chriſt; "nevertheleſs I live ; yet not 
I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
«in the fleſh; I live by the faith of the fon of God, who, N 
loved me, and gave himſelf for! me. 

Truly, the © love of Chriſt is ——— 0 b bete 
e judge, that ir one die r all, then were all 


ſbould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
* which died for them, and roſe again. And the ſpirit, | 
and the bride,” or church, © ſay come; 72 and let him 


the water of life freely.“ In the above, is our whole 


« ſpirit itfelf (g) beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we 
are the children of God.. And if 3 heirs, heirs > 
( f Ws and joint-heirs m_— Chrige: 
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© That is, love, joy, peace, (g) long. ſuffering, gentleneſs, 


0 Tus 3 GHOST. 


' CONTINUED. 


. eee 
_ ized by the great; © but ſearch the ſeriptures, (a) 
eee life, and theſe are 


© they which teſtify of Chriſt, He that believeth on the 


© ſon of God, (b} hath the witneſs in himſelf: but be that 


believe not God hath made him a liar ; becauſe he be- 


leveth not the record that God gave of his ſon. A re- 
cord clear and rejoicing, even as the luſtre of heaven. 


© Againſt ſuch (c) there is no law.“ No condemning ſen- 
\ tence to be feared. If we live in the ſpirit, let us alſo 
walk in the ſpirit. And they that are Chriſl's, have cru 
A © cified the fleſh, with the affections and luſts. Let every 

© man prove his own work, (4) and then ſhall he my re- 
_ « joicing- in himſelf, and not in another.“ 


.-« Chriſt, as a ſon, is faithful over his own houſe,” 0 


both able and affectionate. Whoſe houſe are we, if we 


© hold faſt the confidence, and the rejoicing of hope firm 
c unto the end. Hereby we know that we dwell in him, 


* and he in us, / becauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit. 


© goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance.* One who has 


the #41, cannot oppoſe theſe, with his knowledge, more 


than he can deny himſelf. © And hereby we know that 


ve are of the truth, ( b) and ſhall aſſure our hearts before 


© him. For, if our heart condemn us, God i is greater than 


our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart 


* condemn us not, then have we confidence towards God.“ 
Let not the doctrine of regeneration een one in 
van. e ee WR | 

z John v, 29. b 1 Jobn v. 10. c Gal. v. 23, As, ac. d chap. 1 Aa 
eHeb. ui. 6, 8 atk g Gal. v, 22, 23, h 1 John iii. 19 &c. 


BE 


* 


It was taught under the Dd Toftament ; but the Now is, 

in ſome fort, denominated from it: auriften not with ink, E 
(a) © bat with the ſpirit of the living God; not in tables of 
© lone, but in fleſhy tables of the heart.” Whence the 
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evangelical prophet, (5)* I will pour water upon him that is 2 


2 © thirſty, and floods upon the dry ground: thus explained 
ere. I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed; and my 8 
2 ing pon thine offspring. Compare Jer. xxzi, 33, 34+ 
. | B . 


2 is Seu ao — 5 
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Bk 1s THE SPIRIT or TRUTH and LEADS 79 IT. 


HE apoſiles themſelves were not inſtructed all at 
once, but as they were able to bear it. I have 
yet many things to ſay. unto you, (c) * but ye cannot 
© bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the ſpirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you unto all truth: for he ſhall not 
| © ſpeak of himlelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall 
© he ſpeak: and he, will ſhew you things to come, He. 
_© ſhall glorify me; ſor he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall | 
* ſhew it unto you This was eminently fulfilled, by his 
miraculous. deſcent upon them at Pentecoſt (a J. From 
| thence forward, the change was amazing. RE 
Similar effects, though not equally miraculous, will the 
_ celeſtial ſpirit ever produce. What gifts he then beſiowed 
are to meet with his bleſſing; © for the perfecting of the 
ſaints, (e) for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 
© of the body of Chriſt, till we all come in the unity of the 
© faith, and of the knowledge of the ſon of God, unto a- 


2 2 Cor. ili. 3, b chap. Alg, 3. e John i. 12, 13, 15. 
5 d Ads il, I, &c. e Eph, i ir. 1a, &, 
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28 perlen man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful. 
a neſs of Chriſt. That we may grow up into him in all: 
© things which is the head, even, Chriſt.” That truth is of 
greateſt moment, which makes people good ; like to their 
Tord and ſhould be plainly ſet forth, affectionately heard. 4 
„The ſecret of the Lord (a) is with them that fear 
. bim, and he will ſhew them his covenant. Hearken, my 
© beloved brethren, (6) hath not God choſen. the poor of 
| © this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which 
© he hath promiſed. to them that love him ? If ſome things | 
in St. Paul, writings are hard to be underſtood, as his 
affectionate brother Peter has fairly owned,” {c) yet they are 
only dangerous to thoſe who are previouſly diſpoſed. to 
are them. The i//iterate, if they are ingenuous, will, in time, 
become more knowing. At all events, they can never pe- 
riſh, from lack of knowledge ; ; becauſe they do-not rejectꝰ 
either this, or any another clearly preſeribed means td): the- 
humble, modeſt, teachable meek, (e) God will guide into 
Judgement; the meek he-will teach his ways. 
The holy ſpirit of diſcipline doth only flee from deceit ; T 
©and refuſe to dwell, where unrighteouſneſs cometh in.“ 
Great 1s the power US grace to overcome unſollicite! diffculties. 
© If any of you lack wiſdom (//, let him aſk of God, that 
«giveth to all. men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
© ſhall be given him.“ The willing open mind to truth is all 
©that he requires. Only be not unſtable, © but aſk in faith, 
© or aſk as a Chriſtian, nothing wavering. Search the ſcrip- 
s tures daily g), and truſt aſſuredly to him, who is a * ſure: 
* and ſhield (5). Thou - moſt upright (i doſt weigh the 
C Lewes of the juſt. He will teach us of his "ys [ 45 and 


| a Pſal xzv, 14. b Jai. Ub ., ea Pet. i ili. 16 d Hot iv, 6. | 
e Pſal XXV. 9. f Jam. i. 5,6. — Ads xvii, 11. h Pſal. 1xx81v..4t-. 
L lia, Xxvi, 7. K chap. 1 li, 30 ; | 
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5 we. ſhall walk i in them. Let the brother of low degree 
© rejoice, in that he is exalted. For to the poor (f) the 
© goſpel is preached.” Babes themſelves may learn (g 
for all ſhall know me (5), from the leaſt to the 5 kf 
Thus runs the divine covenant. | N bf, 
No wonder we rejoice in /pirit, after the HH of 75 
for (1); even ſo, Father, ſor ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight. 2. 
God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
(4) © hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face, or perſon of 
* Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore, laying aſide all malice (H, and 
4 all guile, and hypocriſies, and envies, and all evil ſpeat- | 
* ings, as new-born babes, defire the fincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby. Quench not the ſpirit. 
(=) © Deſpiſe not propheſyings. Prove all things : hold 
* faſt that which is good. If any man will do his will (2), 
© he ſhall know of the doctrine, whether jt be of God, or 
: whether I ſpeak of myſelf.” The ſame way, as to every 
other article of belief which is efſential. For, if the Son 
* ſhall make you free (o), then ſhall ye be free indeed. No 
more children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
8 every wind of doctrine ( p), by the ſleight of men, and cun- 
c ning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” 
- ©* Brethren, be not children in underſtanding (g). How. 
beit in malice be ye children, but in underſtanding be men. 
At once hear and ſpeak the truth 1 in love; ſo ſhall not the 
God of this world be able to blind (7): ineline your ear, 
© and come unto me (5), hear and your ſoul ſhall live; and 
I will make an everlaſting covenant with you; even the 
* ſure mercies of David. Behold, as follows, © I have given 
f Luke vii 22 g Matth. xi. 25. h Heb. viii, It. i Luke x. 26%, 
k 2 Cor. iv. 6 II iet ii. 1, &, mt l heſ. v. 19, nm John vii, 17, 


o chap, viii, 36, p Eph, i iv, 14, q I Cor, xiv, 20. r2 Cor, iv 4. 
r lia, Iv, 3, | 5 5 


— 
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him for 4 witneſs to the people for a leader, and com- 
mander to the people.“ And of himſelf. that * infallible 
1 leader ſays (), he that follow eth me, ſhall not walk in 
© 4G darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life.“ Truth, there- 
fore, is the native iſſue of genuine affection banale it. Even 
8 the moſt ul ple forms thereof, and /imply told, enter n bo 
The true praiſe of inſtruction, i is a good li We; 6 9 97 7 : \ | 
faith is made perfect ät) ffs 5 
They know" little, how much ſoever they may pretend, 
2 who have no practical experience. It is to them, a dead letter; 
© whereas, if ye know theſe things /), happy are ye, if ye . 
do them. He that ſaith (in) he abideth in him, ought him- 5 
© ſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he alſo walked.“ How can 
an indevout man be ſaid to pray as becometh ? Or an un- . 
charitable man, to give regular almi? Will one that is meet re- 
| fuſe to forgive i injuriet? Or a bum bie quiet man, live i in con- 
8 ſtant ranceur? Every right act doth:naturall 7 either produce, 5 _ 
or improve another. The reſidue of the ſpirit" is to. be found "4 
every A 0 Let no man l in men 00 for all things 
1 are N fr a TT . 


8 


* wh 
* 
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EDF SECTION Iv. | 


"PUBLIC SIGNS THAT THE SPIRIT IS GENERAL- 
- 2 TI SQUGHT AFTER AND FOUND.. © 
"HEN people are thus renewed, from the j joy they 5 

feel in ſalvation from the power of their paſt fins, 

c and thidir grateful ſenſe of the divine favour ; they are led | 
© to ſay, with the royal Prophet (0), then will we teach. 

© tranſgreſſors thy ways, and fnners ſhall be converted un- 
to thee. © They conſider one another (p), to provoke unto 


i John viii. 12, k Jam, ii, 22, | John xitl, TH m x John ii. 6 
un Cor, iii, „ 21, 0 Pſal, li, 13, p Hb, X, 24, 


* 
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c love, and to good works: Not forſaking the aſſembling : 
© of themſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, but ex- 
1 horung one another. Then they that feared. the Lord 
tp) ſpake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance Was written be- 
fore him, for them that e the ROTO. and that Were 
23 * upon his name.“ 7 
Speaking of the ſpirit oe FREY on a kigh (9) it is 
bad, * the wilderneſs {hall be a fruitful field,” fonifying : 
6 ſome notable change among the ignorant, and the fruitful 
4 field itſelf ſhall be counted, for yet more valuable increaſe, 
* at a foreſt. Then judgement ſhall dwell i in the wilder. | 
e neſs, and ratttevuliicls remain in the fruitful field. 
And the work of rigliteouſneſs {hill be peace, and the 
effect of righteonſnels, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. 
3 And my people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation and 
in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting- places.“ Hence, it 
muſt follow, that without peace an haliueſi, there can be no 
Flloauſbip with God no true ſpiritual fight of him (): 
for God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear (2); but f 
power, and of love, and of a found mind, The wiſdom 
that is from above (7), is firſt pure, then peaceable ; and 
the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in. peace of them that 
love peace: the fruit of the ſpirit is peace (u)“ 
 Meſſial's" days are foretold in the following terms ( v), 
c thus ſaith God the Lord, he that created:the heavens, and 
. ſtretehed them out; I the Lord, have called thee in 
0 righteouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of 
* the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bi ing out the pri - 
0 ſoner from the priſon, and: them that ſit in darknefs out of 


p Matth,ai, 16, &c, 9 tf xxxii t5, Ke. r Heb-xn, 14, 
t Jam, in, 17,18, u Cal, v, 22, v Ifa, xlii, 5, &e, 


$23 Tim, i, 7, 
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„the priſon-houſe.” All owing to the * ſpirit of the Lord 
© God upon: him and them; compare chap. Ixi. 1. And 


© many people ſhall go and ſay, come ye, and let us. go up 
© to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of 


© Facob (w), and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 


walk in tis paths: and he ſhall judge among the nations, 
and ſhall rebuke many people,” on account of their by- 


paſt ferocity : and they ſhall beat their ſwords into plow- 


« ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks : nation ſhall 


not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 


© war any more. O houſe of Jacob, come Je, 4 let us 
© walk in the light of the Lord.“. 
„In that day,” fays. the prophet Zecburiab. (x) *1 wil 


pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants 


aof Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication; and 
* they ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 


< ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only ſon; and 


© ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs 
« for his firſt· born. Where, then, there is a remarkable 


deficience of ſupplications, all kinds and meaſures of them, 


from that which is public, and family, to that which is fe- 
cret, there the ſpirit of grace is not ſavingly felt. Likewiſe, 
wherever it is too common to abſtraft the mind from being 


familiar with him whom our iniquities have pierced : or 


even indifferent to what pious afectionate believers do feel in 


© being vexed from day to day with the een conver- 


* ſation of the wicked (). 
A land of this ſort, mult be a land of guilt ; in awful 
danger of being eaten up, (z) or broken down : where furious 


'vices, like briers and thorns, do ſpring up taſt ; and of 


which it is ſaid, ſpiritually to be underſtood, * I will alſo 
w Ifa, il, 3, &c, x chap, xii, 10, y 2 Pet, it 3. @ Ia, i, 5, &c. 
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| _— : if clouds, that they rain no. rain upon aw ; 


Tremendous Rate. oj Wo unto them that are. wiſe in their, 
© own eyes, and prudent i in their own ſight ; 3 chat rife. up. 


© early in the morning, that they may follow ſtrong drink ; f 
that continue until night, till wine inflame them ; and the 5 
0 harp and the viol, and the tabret, and the pipe and the 3 
wine are in their feaſts ; but they regard not the work 5 


© the Lord, neither conſider the operation of his bands, 
© Therefore hell, or the grave, hath -enlarged berlc oy 


| © opened her mouth without monfars.:. and their "peril 4 
5 2 their multitude, and their pomp, and he hat re- 


oiceth, ſhall deſcend into it.“. .» 


"Work. ill, the kingdom, of God. (s) ſhallabe taken | 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
« thereof, My ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man; (5) 
£< Behold the days come, faith the Lord God, (e) that 0: 


lll ſend a famine in the land, not à famine. of bread, 


nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing the words of the. 


Lord. And they ſhall wander from ſea to ſea, and from 


« the north even to the eaſt, they ſhall run to and fro to 
* ſeek the word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it. -In chat 
day ſhall the fair virgins and young, men fait 


« Grieve not the holy ſpirit, of God; (4) but ir up the 
gift which is in thee 4 Turn ye at my reproof ; b be- 
hold Iwill pour out my ſpirit unto you, I will make known 


my words unto you. I will: pour my ſpirit upon thy 


6 ſeed, (2) and my bleſſing upon thine offspring: and they 
* ſhall ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows Hy the 


water - courſes. One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's; and an- 


ether ſhall call himſelf by the name of Jacob: and a- 


2 Mat, ul. 43. Þ Gen > 3 'c Amos vil it, Ke 4 Eph. 1 36. 
3 * 2 Tim. i. 6. f Prov, i on ah E ga xiv, 3,&c. 
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other ſhall ſubſcribe” wich his hand unt co the ord; an 
© furname himſelf by the ane of mel, : Wh e 
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* ow V AGAINST THE Holy Her. Sou 
18 74 HAT our bleſſed Lord ſays (a maſt affect all who 

VF believe his miſſion, and are attentive; * and ho- 
ee wal peak a word againſt the ſon of man, it ſhall 


- ©'Vs forgiven him + but unto him that blaſphemeth againſt 


the Hdly Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven.” Vet ſhould . 


not picur Chriſtians be too much intimidated. The words 


are part of an anſwer to the murmurs of proud malicious 
e and Scriber ; both at that time popu/ar, from ſpe- 
cious outway appearances but abomination itſelf in 
the Gghr of God (3) 2˙ they did blaſpheme the miraculous 


Fewer. of Jeu; ſaying, (c) this fellow doth, not caſt out 


© devils, ſave by Beelzebub the prince ofithe devils.” 1 
Not content with ordinary hatred, they were filled with 
wrath; fra « ny, even to diſtraction. Je ſus knew their 


* 207 d ſpeiket 40 them, by various tagen n- 


Mat ii. 31. His W hand wen- numerous and. ſingular- 


5 deneficent. They were done in the face of all men, and 
every where. Their truth was undeniable.  * Rabbi, ſaid 
© Nicgdemus, ( (a) we know that thou art a teacher come 


from God for no man can do theſe miracles, except. 


every one not blinded by prejulice. And ſuch were the 
perſons ſpoken to. They were ſo violent as to aſcribe the 
effects of goodneſt itſelf to malice. His own perſon; as fon of 


3 Lake 36, e Been, c Mat, xii, 21 4 Joby di 2. 
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God be with him.“ Moſt ſuitable natural concluſion, to 
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man, he overlooks ;:but not what ee had, aer 
hereafter be done by the pirtt. 
Becauſe miſchi:;Fupon earth ou 4 are — at 
| 15 aſſerts that whilſt this was continued, their ſtate was an # 
retrievably N one. No ſuperior evidence bad they to hope for. 7 
| Even E Jþptian Magician; did yield to the miracles wrou 
S by Moser, the Jewiſh lawgiver- Phariſer. and A of 
yet, would not,” It was in part; owing to his low oflfirard. 
Rate as ſon of man ; but when * exalted to the right hand 
b of the Majeſty, greater works till were to be 1 
bis name () to blaſpheme which, was tapſum WP: at” 
once their gui/t and ſuture wretchedneſi. I W. -1®. 
Here, it may be proper to aſk, if, ever ſince the * of 
| our Bleſſed Lord Feſus Chrift, and his ape/i/es, the malice 1 
4 untelief could be carried to ſuch an extent! CertainlFinot. . 
3 And therefore unreaſonable ſeruples ought aide, | 
# = = Aſter all, there may be approaches b it; and N even 
in the eue degree, are to be ed ſt. Be it 
known unto 70 . faid St. 29 on to all he 
£ people of, Iſrael, that by the name of Jeſus Cheſſt of Na- 
+ zareth, whom ye crucified, whom Gu raiſed. from the 
PM n E dead, even by him doth this man ſtund here” before u ; 
; whole. This is the ſtone which was ſet at nonght of you - 1 
k 5 builders, which is become the head of the corner 
2 « Neither i Is there ſalvation in any other 3 for Fats, A none 
other namę under heaven cg among men, where we . 
. muſt be ſaved.” OO . | 
The feal to that truth; v was no other. than the Sees 
„ infinite wiſdom, power, and beneficence of the ſpirit ot 
* the Moſt High,” in theſe ſacred apaſtolical meſſengers 3 and 
to rel e Al of A. though how Ca is 1 2 


%% JP 
5 | 


* 
” 
+ 
+: 
4 2 
1 
- 


Wy. U9 we OY" e 


4 
- 7 N - 
: 1 5 
* X 
4 bs 7 N 
N S : 
9 * „ j 
44% OS, i : 71 ; 4 \ | 
: : , 4 | 4 
” 4s * «> l a . . 
* ' v x 5 * 
FT — She 0 * * PA EA * 
» 1 % e 8 05" Þ: * 1 we 4 ? 
je * — þ ; ” 
" 2 - — 4 < 4 — 1 A ” 4 vi * ö 
Pr þ, — — : * 2. k — 
7 288 5 * —— TY r > * 
— * = 7 _— A , - N * NY 2 
4 by k — * : — 3 4 — yy * — * 2 
N 2 * F L __ 8 
4 . ” * a 1 


— 
* „ 
a 


| 
' 


2 
5 


* A "ou 
22 —— 
4 . 


na F'% 1 
9 


of 


# 3 7 


| a John.» xiv. £12, * > As iv. 10 60. . 


r 
3 F 


. 1 * OY 
FEE 
. 8 
_ 


4 1 A 


- — — 
. * Bp. 
. - Pa. i... 


o ; * 
—̃ — — , —⏑— AA 
„ 


P TTT 
4 : 8 - , 9 
1 * * _ 
C 


244 0 F THe Hory GHnosT. 


may be reſembled, © by an 1 evil' obſtinate © heart of unbelief, 
© in departing from the living God To hate Chriſt, the 


Aue of his glory, is,“ in effect, to hate the Father 


alſo; (a) to do both without a cauſe. Alas, alas, that ſach 
a thing was ever done. Now, when the Jewiſh rulers, 
0 and ſcribes ſay the boldneſs of Peter and John, 
d perceived that they were unlearned, and igno- 
_ ran "men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of 


| © them that they had been with Jeſus. And beholding 
E the man which was healed ſtanding with them, they 
N reould 11 againſt it. But,“ ſay they to one an- 


other, what ſhall we do to theſe men ? for that indeed a 


4 notable miracle has been done by them is manifeſt to all 


«th that dwell i in Jeruſalem, and we cannot deny it. 
* chat it ſpread no further among the N let us 


ArMulWicSaten tha,” and © fortb. 


4 215 what ſhall we ſay to this oppoſing ſpirit. They 


were not, Jou ſee, to be argued with. And though having | 


| fewer ca of aggravation, their crimẽ of fnhe/ief may be 
approached to. 
country, lay this 
have nothing to ſe 
ſition to ſuch a crime. Their only wiſh is, to be frong in 
the faith ; and by humble prayer, with right uſe of what they 
have; they may be ſure of ſuccei. Let them think often 
as to the wiſe rules and principles of the 26/peligytheir atteſta- 


Let determined infidels, in Christian 
— to heart. Since timorons ſouls 
from it; they ſtand in direct oppo- 


tion by miracle ; whillt they obſerve with rapture, how 
Chriſt defends the Father's glary above his own; 
He bore, as the ſox cf man, what he will not ſo eaſily ir- 


give ſince tie effuſion of the Hoy Gbeſt. How ſhall we 
* eſcape, (e) if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, which at the 


a John IN 23-25, h Acts i ir. 3, 16, Ke. e Heb. ii. 3, $+ 


w *® 


19 6. 


N firſt a to be * © al avs and was collirmed 
© unto. us by them that heard him. God alſo bearing chem 
« witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, and with divers 
-* miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his 
* own will?“ May we dread above all. things, to n with 
malice ;- to oppole, and pervert truth ; to grow old in any 
of them. Beware leſt that come upon you, {a) Which 


is ſpoken oy the prophets ; behold, ye deſpiſers, and 
wonder and periſh, for I work a work in your days, 


which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man ack 
6.. it undd you.” l | 883 9 


C3 CONCLUS4O 


1 FT? ould be the earneſt deſire of every * e 
to die as well as live in the ſervice of mankind. Ting 
David; who was alſo a prophet, foreſeeing his death to be 


vid. « aſſembled all the princes of Ifrael, (ö) and the 


<- princes of the tribes, and the captlins of the companies 
that miniſtered' to the king by courſe, and the captains 
over the thouſands, and the captains over the hundreds, 


and the ſtewards over all the ſubſtance, and poſſeſſions of 
the king, and of his ſons, with the officers, and with the 


mighty men, and all the valiant unto Jeruſalem; where 
che exhorted them tö the fear of God; and Solomon, 


his ſucceſſor in office, after a moſt affecting manner, to 


© know the Lord God of his Father, and ſerve him ER: a. 
perfect heart and with- 2 willing mind.“ 


2. Ads xiii, 40, 41. - b i Chron, xxyili. I; & e,. 
8 Y. 3 3 
4 — 


* 1 congcrosrds. 
St. Paul, being to leave the elders of the church of 
© Epheſus, (c) called them together,” and left them under 
the power of his farewell advice; which is laudable at leaſt 
to imitate. His words are very tender, and well became 
a more than ordinary long reſidence among them. It is 
as much as moſt can, pretend to, that they d Jak able to 
aim at an approach to him, though diſtant... | 
- © He was with them at all ſeaſons, ſervi Lord with 
© all humility of mind, and with many tears, and tempta- 
tions which befell him. He kept back nothing that was 
© profitable ; - but ſhewed them, and taught them publicly, 
© and from houſe to houſe, teſtifying both to the Jews, and 
© alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith to- 
dard. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And now, adds he, behold I 
go bound in the ſpirit, unto Jeruſalem, not knowing the 
* things that ſhall befall me there: fave that the, Holy 


| x * Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, that bands and 
\ © afflitions abide me. But none of theſe things move me, 
= « neither count I my life-dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
«© finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 

( FH © * received of, the Lord Jeſus n to teſtify the golpe of 

| 319% © the grace of God.“ 


And now, behold, I know that ye all among whom I 

E io © have gone, preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my 
ft face no more. Wherefore [ take you to record this day, 

| © that | am pure from the bloed of all men. For I have 

| not ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of God. 

| There may be a time to ſpeak of dte's ſelf, though it may 

ſeem to be with advantage; and wat time ſo proper, as 
when the end of all earthly things is at hand. Under godly 

5 fear, © Je that by any means, when I have preached to 

- . others ( a), I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away,“ let this, after 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 


; | a e Ads xx. 17, Kc. d 1 Cor. 3 ix. 27. 
7 | * 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


account of their /reedor; 
pointed at, whoſe crimes were quite unknown, till the delivery 
Was over: nor, they whoſe preſence took place as we would 
ſay, by accident ; or much more pioufly, by a hand quite un- 
ſeen, and which ought highly to be revered. 


* 


o ie. 


bi beer printed performances, bear witnely to ſome en- 
deavour in behalf of a favourite people's everlaſting good ; 

in which,” God knows, * no man's filver, or gold, or ap- 
© parel has been coveted.” If returns, above expence, were 


made to any of them; theſe, to the laſt farthing, and to 


the beſt of my judgement, hr been laid att Cot wa 
.. uſer to the labouring poor. * 


It is, by way of appeal to all ranks, that in miniſtring to | 
ſo numerous and reſpectable an audience, they have had the 


word of God explained to them by Entire written lectures, 
| beſides fermont, in the following order; St: Luke's Goſpel, 
the Proverb; of Solomon, the whole epiſtles, as they are claſſed 
in our copies, a third part of'the-P/alms, Mark and John's 


| goſpels, Luke's for a ſecond time next to finiſhed, and now 


his other treatiſe of ap;iolical Ah entered upon. Some have 


more facility in carrying on that mode of inftrudtiong which 
from the beginning has appeared to me the moſt aw! ; 


and, for certain, the moſt beneficial. They have divine 
goodneſs to praiſe for this. One of his ſervants is ſatisfied 


to reflect, that by far the greater part of theſe lecturer, either 
before or after, have not been leſs than three different times 
tranſcribed ; ſuch reverence appearing due to the infallible 


flandard. 
The other forms of e have been the ſame way wWrit- 


ten at large, as occaſſoni, with circumſtances did lead to them. 
Whence i it may ſerve to fagewarn thoſe who are rather apt to 
cenſure, and even to give up with their teachers entirely on 
of /peech ! They are, and cannot be 


Cloſe 1 is what few character: will admit of. In 
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248 * CONCLUSION. 
4 8 Þ things we all offend (a). With long: cufcring for- 


| « bearing one another in love, therefore, is the way to keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace (6).“ They 
who aim at eminence will be ſure to ſtudy theſe rules. Un- 


* to every one of us is given grace, according to the mea- 
ſure of the gift of-Chriſt.' If it be not optional to a paſtor, 
whsther he ſhould think, and compole;; neither can the 
affair of atiendance be optional from thoſe to whom they 
have been regularly called to miniſter. ,*. Such do. watch 
« for precious ſouls (o), as they who maſt give an account : 


that they may do it with joy, and not with grief; for that 


is unprofitable.” They who would teach with ſucceſs, moſt 
doit ſome regular plan that ſolicits a regular hearing, 
owed. of God to be put in truſt with the goſpel, 
(a) * fo-they ſpeak, not as . men, but God. ane 
trieth our hearts. 

It is a bumbling. ching indeed; to > look. Jack upon 3 
weakneſſes, premature thoughts, and prejudices from. various 
cauſes, which require that we bear one another” 5 bur- 
dens (e), and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt. Him that i is weak 


e in the faith Hi. receive you, but not to doubtful diputa- 


« « tions. Let every one of us pleaſe his. neighbour for his 

* good to edification (g).“ Abhor all kinds and degrees of. 
deadly animoſities, and hidden attacks upon character. 
Humility is the ground work of excellence. It looks for 

trials, and provides againſt them, Such do likewiſe know 


how to coande/cend. If it be poſſible (4), and as much as 
in them heth, Wi would live peaceably- with all men.“ 
Beſides what is efential, they keep back, with their -know- - 
jedge (i), nothing that is profitable. Teaching from houſe 
to houſe,” gives them a great advantage for this; which 


a Jam. iil. 2. b Eph iv, 2, 3, 7. e Heb. xii. 19, d c Thc. i ii. 4. 
e Gal. vi. 2. f Rom. xiv, 1, 8 cg. av. a. Hh Rom. * 18, 
1 Ads XX. 20. 
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_ 
the di gnity of public exerciſer will not always. 3 of. De- 
meſtic or relative duties will upon thoſe occaſions: be ſpoken 
to with /pecial prudence. Submiſi n lo civil government, in what 
is lawfil ; mild family rule; obedience from ſervants'; the 
right ?utorage of children, or both worlds; a reſpe for the 
Lord's day; and how to pete by divine en. all 
of them delicate ſubjects. | 3 
Chriſtian practice may be ſummed up in agg ks 
© repentance toward God (+), and faith toward our Lord 
_ © Jeſus Chriſt. They are diſtin /aving grace; and ſuduld 
not, as they often are, both by young and old, be re 
tether. Two Greet wordt expreſs repentauce; one ſigni- 
fying, 4 er-thought, or coming to a better mind; * other, | 
Iſter· care, to live ſoberly, righteonſly, and godly 0). 
Faith receives and reſts upon the Lord Jeſus as Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King. The catechetical anſwers to each are ad- 
mirable; and together with the account of Chriſs, officer, 
form an uſeful human compend of the goſpel, PR not 
inferior to any. r 
„Everyone's chief de//# and aim onght to dee they finiſſi 
* their courſe with joy.“ Either this muſt be done, or the con · 
ſequences prove fatal. The Chriſtian line ofoutyis clearly mark. 
ed out: - Obedience univerſal and perſevering, from gevout prin- 
ciple (). Happy paſtors who can take their flocks to recors, 
ſaying, as if they were to ſee each other's faces no more (). 
Me are pure from the blood of all men, for we have not 
' © ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of God.“ Such 
an example did Sr. Paul ſhew to the eſtabliſhed z/ders, bi/Dops, 
or overſeers of Epheſus ; and not only they, but every other 
fince is bound to follow him. This, and nothing leſs than 
this, can mutually warm the heart of right religious /+iendſhip. 


c 


* 11. | Cit, ii. ca, m Pſal. cxix. 6. Rom, ii. 7 Phil ti, Fn 
2 6 | 


eitkeult a chingis it thu to miniſter 


; . | 
I i CONCLUSION. 


By the ſame devout means, ey will W comfarte-, | 
at ſeparating. '* For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 


© rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord 
* —— at his — For ye are our n * 


N fl e 
Such ee. 8 life eee 1 be ho fruit 


of earne/ineſj, © Meditate upon theſe things (p), give thy- 
* ſelf wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear unto | 


call. Take heed unto thyſelf and thy doctrine ; continue 
tin them: for in doing this, thou ſhalt both: fave thyſelf, 


and hen that hear thee.” Indeed, even with their uzmoſ# 


ad; an will be often 2 hort; me obliged, - _ 


The church is a flock of God (9), _ ae * 4 
© the blood of his own dear Son.” An heritage peculiarly 
appropriated to both. Teachers and people have all one rule. 
© Let a man ſo account of us as the miniſters of Chriſt, and 
* ſtewards of the myſteries of God (7 : moreover, it is re- 


« quired in ſtewards, that a man befaithful.* And of thoſe, 


for whom they act, that they * believe not every ſpirit (-), 
© hat try the ſpirits, whether they be of God: becauſt many 
* falſe Prgphets are gone out into the world. We, the 
Apoſtles, are of God: he that knoweth God, heareth us.“ 


Each very ſoon muſt anſwer for themſelves at an b 
divine tribunal. | Pi | 


The things which n Gave Jodrine,” are large- 


ly ſet forth, Tit. it. throughout ; and onght to be kept 1 


much under the eye of both teachers and taught... « For the 


© time will come (7), that they will not endure ſound doc- 


trine: but after their own luſts ſhall they heap up to them- 


o rhef. ii, 19, 20 | pt Tim. iv, 16,16. 1 1 TOY 
r 1 Cor. ir. 1, 2. s £ John iv. , . t 1 Tim i1. 1, &c, 
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ſelves teachers, having e en And * ſhalttara- 
© away their ears from the truth, 2 ſhall be turned unto 
fables Nay, ſays St. Paul, in his va edictory diſcourſe ſo 
often alluded to (a, l know this, that after my departing 
© ſhall grievous wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the 
«flock Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall-men ariſe, ſpeaking. 
« perverſe things, to draw W alters. them. 
Therefore watch.“ . | 
In our eftablithed church, thine: Gas, in is a Sos — : 
of trials preſeribed, which, next to certain, muſt enſure 
againſt norance and vice. Their general ſounineſs Allo, in 
point of doctrine, may be known. The whole together, fur- 
niſſi an admirable ſecurity ; and the times may come, when 
without hazard to either truth, or bolineſs, ſtill more - freedom. | 
may be obtained, eſpecially to entrants of tender conſcience. 
The manner. of preſenting to pariſhes, by. a patronage law, 
will have ſome inconveniences, conſidering. the. different 
forts of congreg tions throughout a who's kingdom z and the 
different degrees of literature, with other qualities, to ac- 
commodate theſe. But it is doubtful if one mach better can 
be thought of. 
Let the people at large bleſs the fountain of bas that Fe: 
have an offer of good thirgs, without any expence, fave that 
a of attending. And ſhi6uld the worſt happen, which can hap- 
l for a mere rifle of this world, they have no obſtruction 
from ſuperiors to chooſe for themſelves. Meanwhile, the way 
peace, without ſubdividing, appears to be preferable. When 
the late rapid progreſs of all arts and ſciences is attended to, 
that of theology will be found to rank in the very foremoſt line; 
and is well teſtified by the able appearances of young ap- 
plying men for ſacred work,. The probability then is, that 
our ſutceſors in Mer will have ſtill greater advantages for 


. . u AQs xx. 29, xc · 


* 


. CoNCLUS108: = 


your ſpiritual good; unleſs, which "Op happened to ſome, 
certain undeniably beneficial ones have been too much diſ- 


regarded. 


That the omnipotent n may encourage a faithful 
younger brother, who doth yet officiate among you, by what 


appears to be his right, and will no doubt be attended to, 


as far as kind civil rulers of our place have it in their pow- 
er ; © that your mutual rejoicing may be every day more 
© abundant in Chriſt Jeſus ; that your converſation be as it 


© becometh the goſpel ; that ye ſtand faſt if one ſpirit, ſtriv- 


ing together for the pure faith of the goſpel,” and not 


every one for his own-pecular taſte ; will be, to the time of 


final ſeparation, the affedtionate, pr. yer of your eldeſt paſtor. . 
© Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 


© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (2), the great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
© through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make-you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
© that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus 
Chriſt : to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


u Heb. xiii. 20 21. 


AIR, | 
July 19th, 1796. | * 
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PSALMS AND HYMNS- 


- SVITED ro EACH 


OF THE 
FOREGOING SUBJECTS, 
- AND. 
NEARLY IN THEIR ORDER; 
THE GREATER PART OF THEM EXTRACTED 
FROM A | 


JUDICIOUS COLLECTION FOR CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 


' LIVERPOOL, F GORE, CASTLESTREET. 


— — — 


—— 
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a. 


— —— ——— — 


I. Praiſe due to Cod. Pial cxlvii. 
I WAKE, ye Saints, to praiſe your King; 
| Your nobleſt paffions raiſe ; ; 
Your pious pleaſure, while you ſing, 
increaſing with the praiſe. 


2 Great is the Lord, and works unknown 
are his divine employ ; 
But ſtill his ſaints are near his throne, 
his treaſure, and his joy. THE 


3 Heaven, Earth, and Sea confeſs his hand, 


and bids the vapours riſe ; 
Light'ning and ſtorm, at his command, 
ſweep through the ſounding ſkies. "24 
4 Sing to his praiſe in lofty Hymns, 
his wondrous works rehearſe ; 
Make them the theme of your diſcourſe, 
the ſubje& of your _ 


( 254 ) 


. God Infinite. Pla), cxxxix. 


I ORD, thon haſt ſearck'd and ſeen me thro? : 3 
<5 Thine eye ſurveys with piercing view, - 
My riſing and my 1eſting hours; 
My heart and fleſh, with all their powers. 


2 My thoughts before they are my own, 
Are to my God diſtinctly known; 
He knows the words I mean to ſpeak, 


Ere from :ny op'ning lips they break. 


3 Surrounded by thy pow'r I Rand ; 
On every fide I find thine hand: 
O {kill for human reach too high! 
Too dazzling bright for mortal eye! 


4 May all theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
Where'er I rove, where'er I reſt ; 
Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 
Conſent to ſin ; for God js there. 


III. God eternal. Pal. cii. 25, &c. 


| ONG ere the lofty ſkies were ſpread, 
Jehovah fill'd his throne ; 
Ere men were. form'd, or angels made, 
the Maker liv'd alone. 


2 The ſeas and ſkies muſt periſh. hence, 
and vaſt deſtruction come; f 
The creatures look how old they grow, S 
and wait their final doom, | 


3 Well, let the fea ſhrink all away, 
and flame melt down the ſkies; 
My God ſhall live an endleſs day, 
when his creation dies. 


IV. God unchangeable. Plal. xe. 
HOU didſt, O mighty God, exit, 


ere time began its race; 
Before the ample elements 
fill'd up the voids of ſpace. 


FF 


2 Ere men ador'g; or angels knew, 
or prais'd thy wondrous name; 
Thy blits (O facred ſpring of life 1) 
and glory were the ſame. 


3 And when the pillars of the world. 
with ſudden ruin break, | 
And all this vaſt and goodly _ 
ſinks in the mighty wreck : 


4 Amid the univerſal ſhock, 
thy throne ſhall ſtand ſecure: _ 
The glories which compoſe. thy name, 
"IM endleſs years endure. 


V. Gol. One, living, and irac Pt al revĩ. 


1 the princes earthly gods, 
there's none hath pow'r divine; 
Nor is their nature, Mighty Lord, 
nor are their works like thine. 


2 All that confeſs thee great, and great 
the wonders thou haſt done; 
Shall own that thou art God ſupreme, 
that thou art God alone. 


3 While heav'n and all who dwell on high, 
to thee their voices raiſe 
Let the whole earth afliſt the ſky, 
and join Vadvance thy praiſe. 


VI. The Wiſdom of Ged. Plal. cxlvili, 
AIL, King Supreme! All wiſe and good {+ 
to thee our thoughts we raiſe, | 


While nature's beauties, wide diſplay'd, 
inſpire our ſouls with praiſe. _ 


2 Thy glory beams in every far, 
which gilds the gloom of night; 
And decks the riſing face of morn: 
with rays of cheering light - 


3. The ſunny hill, the dewy lawn, 


with thouſand beauties ſhine z. 
_— 


( 256 ) 
The filent grove and awful ſhade 
_ proclaim thy.wiſe deſign. 
4 Great nature's God, till may theſe ſcenes 
our ſerious hours engage; 


- Still may our grateſul hearts conſult. 
14 work's inftrutive page. 


- VII. ” The Power of God. Pſal. cxlvil. | 


OW wondrous, Lord, thy glories be! 
how bright thine armies ſhine ! 
Where is the power that vies with thee, 
or. truth compar'd with thine ? 


2 Heav'n, earth, and air, and ſea, are thine, 
and the dark world of hell; | 
How can thine arm in vengeance ſhine, 

- when mortals do rebel ! 


3 Thrice happy are the fouls who know 
thy kind inviting voice: 
Peace ſhall attend the path they go, 
who in * name rejoice. 


VIII. The holineſs of Ged. Pſal. cxlv. 17, &c. 


J HE righteous Lord for ever reigns, 
AS fills his holy throne above ; 
Juſtice and truth he (till maintains, 

And ſaves the people of his love. 


2 The men who know his glorious name 
Will truſt in his abounding grace; 
For none were ever put to ſhame, | 
Who hambly ſought their Maker's face, 


3 Sing praiſes to the heav'nly King, 
Ye ſaints, with whom he loves to dwell ; 


And while his courts with praiſes ring, 
To all the world his wonders tell. 


IX. The Goodneſs of God. Pſal. civ. 10, &c. 


ORD thou art good; all nature ſnows 
thee ſull, and free, and kind; 


( FF + 
Thy bounty through creation flows, / | 
nor can it be confin'd. 


2 It ſhines in ſtars, and flows in ſtreams, 
and burſts from ev'ry hill; 
It ſpreads thro? all the ſpreading ms 
and in ſoft ſhow'rs diſtil. 


: High admiration let it raiſe, 
and kind affections move; | 
Employ my tongue in ſongs of praiſe, 
and fill my heart with. loves hag. 


6 98 The faithfulneſ of God. Plal. _— 


xi ELL of God's wondrous faithfulneſs, . - 
| and ſound his power abroad, 
Sing the kind promite of his grace, 

and the performing God, 


2. Proclaim * ſalvation from the Os . 


« for ſinful dying men; 
His hand hath writ the ſacred word, 


with an immortal pen. 

- He that can daſh whole worlds to death, 
and make them when he pleaſe, 

He ſpeaks, and that Almighty, Breath. 
fulfils his great decrees. 


XI. The mercy of Ged. Plal. exxx. 
HOULD*'ST chou, O God, ſeverely judge, 
who could the trial bear? 
Beneath thy frown my heart could fats 
and humble in deſpair. 


But mercy, mercy, dwells with * 
hope dawns amidſt my fears, 
Divine forgiveneſs large and free; 
ſhall ſtop my flowing tears. | 
On thee, good . Lord, my 1oul ſhall wait; 'E 
my truſt is in thy word: | 
Thy word of grace can light create, 
and ſacred peace afford. 
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( 258 ) 
A4 Let therefore mourning fouls on God 


with cheerfulneſs rely; 5 


For penitence can ne'er be vain, 
nor hated fin deftroy. 


4 1 XII. God Creator. Plal. e. 
_ 1 0 Lord how excellent thy name, 
how glorious to behold; 


Engraven fair on all thy works, 
in characters of gold! 


2 From land to land, from world to world, A 
thy fame is echo'd round ; 
And ages, as they paſs, tranſmit, 
the never dying ſound. 


3 Angels, the eldeſt ſons of light, 
began the lofty ſong : 
They faw the heavens expand abroad, 
and earth on nothing hung. 


4 Let men unite to praiſe their God, | 
let them adore his name ; | 

The wonders of his power and love 
let the whole earth proclaim. 


AnoTHrR XIII. God Governor. Plal, CxxRvb. 
ſing ch“ Almighty power of God, 
9 that made the mountains riſe; 


That ſpread the flowing ſeas abroad, 
and built the lofty ſkies. 


4 ] ſing the v iſdom that ordain'd 
the ſun to rule the day, 
The moon ſhines full at his command, 
and all the ſtars obey. 


31 ſing the goodneſs of the Lord, 
that filled the earth with food, 
He form'd the creatures with his word; 
and: then pronounc'd them good; 
4 His hand is my perpetual guard ; 
be keeps me with His eye; 


x - 


— 


5 C 


Why fhould I then forget the Lord, Ay as 
who is for ever nigh? | | 


-, 


SO XIV. God the preſerver of all things. 
1 82 to the Lord Jehovah's name, 
and in his ſtrength rejoice ; 
When his ſalvation is our theme, 
exalted be our voice: 
2 Let princes hear, let angels know, 
how poor their nature's ſeem, 
Thoſe gods on high, and gods below, 
when once compar'd with him. 


3 Come, and with bumble ſouls adore, 
come kneel before his face. 
Then ſhall the creatures of his pow'r, | 
be children of his grace. „ 


Pſal. cxxxiz. 14, &c. XV. God the friend of good men. 
1 T HY power and goodneſs round me thine ;; 
| my form thy wiſdom ſhows,, 
My ſoul adores the hand divine, 
- whence every bleſſing flows: 


2 Lord, when I count thy mercies o'er, 
they. ſtrike me with ſurpriſe, 
Not all the ſands that ſpread the ſhore . 
to equal numbers riſe.. | 
3 Theſe on my heart by night L keep z. : 
| how kind; how dear to me. 
O may the hours that end my ſleep 
ſtill find my thoughts with thee !' 


XVI. anoTtHER» Pſal. xxxi i. 1, &cs. 
* HE ev'ning reſts our weary head, 
and angels guard the room, 
We wake, and we admire the bed 
which, was not made our tomb. 


2 The riſing morning can't aſſure 


that. we thall end the day;. 
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For death Rands. ready at the door 


to make our lives his prey. 


3 God is our ſun, whoſe daily light 
our joy and ſafety brings; 
Our feeble frames lie ſtill at night, 
beneath his guardian wings. 
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ANOTHER:  . Plalc Ixxi. 5, &c. 
'Y God, my everlaſting hope, 
I live upon thy truth; 
Thine hands have held my childhood ups, 
and ſtrengthen'd all my youth. 


2 Caſt me not off, when ſtrength declines, . 
| when hoary hairs ariſe ;- 


And round me, let thy goodneſs ſhine, 
whene'er thy ſervant dies. | 


3 Then in the hiſtory of mine age, 
when men review my days, | 
They'll read thy love in ev'ry page, 
in ev'ry line thy praiſe. 


A 22 3 
—_—— Mag 5 


* — * 
S 
p _—_ 


3 
. 
; 


anoThER. Pſal. xxxvi. 5; &s. 
HE hand of mercy finds us food, 
and we are cloth'd with love, 
While grace. ſtands pointing out the road, 
which leads our fouls above. 
2: Thy goodneſs runs an endleſs round; 
all glory to the Lord! 
Thy mercy never knows a bound; 
be thy great name ador'd !. 


3 Thus we begin the laſting ſong ; 
and when we cloſe our eyes, 
Let the next age thy praiſe prolong, , 
till time and nature. dies. 


XVII. God our portion. Pſal. Ixxiii. 25, &. 


I 'T ERE I in heaven without my God, 
*twould be no joy to me; 
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And while this earth is my abode, . 


long for none but thee. 


2 What if the ſprings of life were broke, 
| and fleſh and heart ſhould faint ; 
\ _ Codis my ſoul's eternal rock; 

| the ſtrength of every ſaint. 


3 To raiſe my thoughts to thee, wy God, 
ſhall be my ſweet employ ; 
My tongue ſhall ſound thy works abroad, 
and tell the world my joy. f 


XVIII. Safety in God, Plal. exxi. Short Metre, 
W HEN overwhelm'd with grief, | 


my heart within me dies, 
Helpleſs and far from all relief, 
to heaven 1 lift mine eyes. 


2 O lead me to the rock, 
that's high above my head; 
And make the covert of thy wings 
my ſhelter, and my ſhade, 


3 Within thy preſence, God, 
I ever would abide. 
Thou art the tow'r of my defence, 
the refuge where I hide. 


4 Thou giveſt me the lot 
of thoſe who fear thy name; 
If endleſs life be their reward 
1 ſhall poſſeſs the ſame. 


Pal. xix. 7, &c. Dye bleſſings of Revelations 


XIX. The Holy Scriptures. 
HEREVER God ok ſend his word 
he pours forth joyous light; 


There ſinners learn to know the Lord 
and guide their ſteps aright. 


2 Bis laws are juſt and pure, 
his truth without deceit ; 
His promiſe ſtands for ever ſure, 
and his rewards are great. 
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3 While with my peart and tongue 
I ſpread thy praiſe abroad, | 
Accept the worſhip and the "ys - 
my Saviour and my God. | 


XX. The Miſh of Chrift. Plal xevili, t, &e. 


ING to the Lord, ye diſtant lands, 
ye tribes of ev'ry tongue; 
His new diſcover'd grace demands 
a new and nobler ſong. - 


2 — o the nations, Jeſus reigns, 
2 's own almighty Son; 
His pow'r the ſinking world ſuſtains, 
and grace ſurrounds his throne. 


3 Let heav'n proclaim the joyful day; 
joy thro? the earth be ſeen ; 
Let cities ſhine in bright array, 
and fields in cheerful green. 


4 Behold he comes, he comes to bleſs 


the nations as their Lord ; 
To ſhew the world his righteouſneſs, 
and ſend his truth abroad. . 


XXI. The love of Ged in Chri/t. Peat xxii. 22, Kc. 


I FT HE ſpacious earth, the ſwelling flood 
Proclaim our wiſe and pow'rfal God: 
And his rich glories from afar 
Sparkle in ev'ry rolling (tar. 


2 But in Chriſt's looks a glory ſtands, 
The noblbeſt work of divine hands; 
The pleaſing luſtre of his eyes 
Outſhines the wonders of the ſkies, 


Grace, tis a ſweet, a charming theme; 
My thoughts rejoice at Jeſus name: 
Ve angels dwell upon the ſound; 

Le heavens reflect it to the ground. 
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XXII. The hope 97 "Pardon by Chriſt Pfl. cxviii, 20, Kc. 
1” PP WAS mercy fill'd the throne, the throne 
and wrath ftood filent by, | 
When Chriſt was fent with pardons down 
to rebels doom'd to die. 


2 Now ſinners dry your tears, your tears, . 
let hopeleſs ſorrow ceaſe, 5 
Bov to the ſceptre of his love, 
and take the offer'd peace. 


3 Lord, we obey the call, the call, 
we lay an humble claim 
To the falvation thou haſt brought, 
and love and praiſe thy name. 


XXIV. Hohe of heaven by Chrifl.. Pſal. xvi. 8, &c. 
 LESS'D be the everlaſting God, 
the Father of our Lord; 
Be his abounding mercy praiſ'd, 
his Majeſty ador'd. 
2 When from the dead he raiſ'd his Son, 
and call'd him to the ſky, > 
He gave our ſouls a lively hope, 
that we ſhould never die. 


3 There's an inheritance divine, 
reſerv'd againſt that day; 
»Tis uncorrupted, undefiled, 
and cannot fade away. 


4 Saints by the pow'r of God are kept 
till the ſalvation come: 
We walk by faith as ſtrangers here, Ea 
till Chriſt ſhall call us home. 


XXV. Bleſſings of good Government. Pſal. xxx, 12, &c. 
1 L INGDOMS in firm foundations ſtand 
| while virtue finds reward, h 
And ſinners periſh from the land, 
by juſtice, and the fword. 
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2 Where laws and liberties combine 


to make the people bleſt, „„ 
There crowns with brighteſt luſtre ſhine, LE 5 
and kings are honour ' beſt. 


3 Let Cæſar's due be ever paid 


to Czſar and his throne ; 
But conſciences and ſouls are made 
to be the Lord's alone. | 


XXVI. The Lord Day. Plal. cxlv. i, &c. 


1 1 is the work, my God, my king, 


To praiſe thy name give thanks, and ſing; 
To ſhew thy love by morning light, 
And talk of all thy truth at night. 


2 Sweet is the day of ſacred reſt; 


No mortals cares ſhall ſeize my breaſt; 
My nobleſt pow'rs ſhall join to raiſe 
A tribute of exalted praiſe. 


3 My heart ſhall triumph in the Lord, 


And bleſs his works, and bleſs his wer 
His works of grace, how bright they ſhine ! 
How deep his counſels ! how divine ! 


XXVII. E Houſe of God. | Pfal. Ixiii. I, be. 
N God's own houſe pronounce his praiſe, 
his grace he there reveals: 
To heav'n your joy and wonder raiſe, 
for there his glory dwells. 


2 Let all your ſacred paſſions move, 


while you rehearſe his deeds, 
But the great work of ſaving love 
your higheſt praiſe exceed. 


3 All that have motion, life and breath, 


proclaim your Maker beſt ; 
Yet, when my voice expires in death, 
my ſoul ſhall praiſe him beſt! 


XVIII. The Coming of Meſtab. Pſal Ixxxix. 1, &c. 


OY to the world, the Lord is come; 
let earth receive her king: 
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Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 
And heav'n and nature ſing. 


2 Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns, «. HEL 1 71 

let men their ſongs employ; e 

While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains, L | þ 

Repeat the ſoundi g joy. EI gt rg 

3 He rules the world with truth and graces | 3 
and makes the nations prove; 


The glories of his righteousneſs, - 
The n of. bus love. 


XXIX. Hoſamch to Telus Chriſt, Pal exvii: 24, gc. 


I +4 ARK the glad found! The Saviour comes, „ 
| the Saviour promis'd long! $21 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne, 
and every voice a Song. 


2 He comes, the priſ'ners to releaſe, . 
in Satan's bondage held ; 


The gates of braſs before him burſt, - Fa Ex 4 
the iron fetters yield | | 
3 He comes, from thickeſt films of vice, NS 


to clear the mental ray ; 


And on the eye oppreſs'd with night, 
to pour celeſtial day. 


4 He comes, the broken heart to bind, Ke 
the bleeding ſoul to cure 

And with the treaſures of os grace, | 

enrich the humble poor. | | 1 


5 Our glad hoſannas, Prince of peace, 
thy welcome ſhall proclaim 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring, 

with _e_ beloved name, 


XXX. 2 obedience of C brit, Pal. xl. 5, Kc. 
H Us ſpake the Saviour, * Lo, I'm here, 
* my God, to do thy will 
© Whate'er A ſacred books declare, 
* thy ſervant ſhall falfil 
KS 
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3 Thy law is ever in my ſight, 
keep it near my heart; 
Mine ears are open with delight, 
« To what thy lips impart.” 


3 Much he reveal'd his Father's grace, 
and much his truth he ſhew'd ; | 
And preach'd the way of ri hteousneſs, 
Where great aſſemblies oa | 


4 His Father's honour touch'd his heart; ; 
he pitied finners cries : 
And to complete the Saviour's part, 
was made a ſacrifice. 


xXx I. The example of Chris. Pſal. cxxxviil. 4, Kc. 
1 Y dear Redeemer, and my Lord, 
| I read my duty in thy word ; 


But in thy life thy law appears, 
Drawn out in living characters. 


2 Such was thy truth, and ſuch thy zeal, 


Such def'rence to thy Father's will, 
Such love, and meekneſs ſo divine, 
I would tranſcribe, and make them mine. 


3 Be thou my pattern ; let me bear, 
More of thy lovely 1 image here; 
Then God, the judge, ſhall own my name, 
Among the followers of the Lamb. 


XXXII. The /uffering. of Chriſt. Pſal. Xxi1; 12, &c, 
F ARBAROUS people! Cruel Prieſts !_ 
How they flood round like ſavage beaſts ; 

Like lions gaping to devour, 

When God had leſt him in their pow'r! 
2 They wound his head, his hands, his feet, 

Till e of blood each other meet; 

By lot his garments they divide, 

And mock the pangs in which he di'd. 


3 But God his Father heard his cry, 
Rais'd from the dead he reigns on high ; 


. 
„ 7 
1 
. 
(3 
. 
by 
£ 
4 
5 

* 


1 
* at 4450 <> — OY - 
SY 8 <8 "> II 

by. 0 1 ö — 2 y 


| ( 
The nations learn his righteousneſs, 
And humble ſinners taſte his grace. 


XXXIII. Chriſt's Death an . pill. Il, 7s dc. 


IS finiſh'd,“ our Emmanuel cries, 

The important work is done: 
Hence ſhall his Sov'reign throne ariſe , 
His kingdom is begun. 


2 Exalted at his Father's fide, 
ſits our victorious Lord; 
To heav'n and hell his Band divide, 
the vengeance ot reward. 
3 The ſaints from his propitious eye, 
__ await their ſev'ral crowns; OY 
And all the ſons of darkneſs fly, 3 
the terrors of his frowns. | 


I cc , 


* 


XXXIV. The Reſurrectian of Chriſt, Pfal. Ixviii. 18, &C, 
1 OS ANNA to th” anointed King, 
To David's holy ſon ! 

Help us, O Lord, deſcend and bring, 
Salvation from thy throne 


2 Bleſt be the Lord, who comes to men, 
wich meſſages of grace; 
Who comes, in God his Father's name, 
To ſave our ſinſul race. 


3 Hoſannah, in the higheſt ſtrains, 
the church on earth can raiſe; - 
The church above, in which he reigns, 
{hall give him nobler praiſe. 


ANOTHER. Pſal. xvi. 8, Ke. 
1 1 ſet the Lord before my face, 


* he bears my courage up: 
* My heart and tongue their joys _— 
„ my fleth ſhall reſt in hope.“ 
2 Thus, in the name of Chriſt the Lord, 
the holy David ſung; 
5 A a 2 
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And e fulfill'4 the word 
of his prophetic tongue. 
3 Then he deſtroy'd the powers of death, 
and vanquiſh'd all his foes, 


Ye ſaints remember and rejoice, 
For then the Saviour role, 


xxxv. M:/ton of the Holy Gbeß. Pfal. eviii. 1, Ke. 
RMD by the ſpirit, Chriſt ſent his Champions forth, 
1 From eaſt to weſt, from ſouth to north; 9 
« Go, ſpread your Saviour's cauſe, 
« Go, ſpread the myſtery of the croſs.“ 
2 Nations, the learned and the rude, 
Are by theſe heavenly arms ſubdu'd; 
While Satan rages at his loſs, 
| And hates the doctrine of the croſs. 
Great King of grace, my heart ſubdue, 
I would be led in triumph too, 


A willing captive to my Lord, 
And ſing che viet'ries of his word. 


XXXVI. The A of Chrift. Plal. lv. 1, V8. 
OQUCH”'D with .a ſympatby divine, 
Chriſt knows our feeble frame; 
He knows what ſtrong temptations mean, 
. For he has felt the ſame 
2 Then let our humble faith addreſs, 
His mercy nd h pow'r; 


We ſhall obtain. deli ring grace, 
In the diſtre(:ful hour. 


XXXVII. Offices of Chriff Pal ex. 1, &c. 
E bleſs the Prophet of the Lord, 
who comes with truth and grace; 
Jeſus, thy ſpir it and thy word, 
ſhall guide us in thy ways. 
2 We rev*rence our High Prie above, 
who offer'd up his blood; 


I 
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Who lives to carry on his love, 
and intercedes with God. 


3 We honour our exalted king, 
how wiſe are his commands ! 
He guards our ſouls from hell and fin, 
by his Almighty hands. 


4 Hoſannah to his glorious name, 
5 who ſaves by different ways; 
His mercies lay a ſov'reign claim, 
21th, 7 . 
ä to our immortal praiſe. 0 


XXXVIII. Chrift King of the Church. Pſal. Ixxii. 1, &c- 
I S rain on meadows newly mown, 
So ſhall Chriſt ſend his influence down; 
His grace on fainting ſouls diſtils, 
Like heav'nly dew on thirſty hills, 


2 The heathen lands that lie beneath, 


The ſhades of over-ſpreading death, | 3 


- Revive at his firſt dawning light, 
And deſerts bloſſom at the ſight. 


3 The ſaints ſhall flourith in his days, 

Dreſt in the robes of joy and praiſe; 
" Peace, like a river, from his throne, 
Shall flow to nations yet unknown. 


XXXIX. | The Lord's Supper. Plal. cxvi. 15, &. 
1 TESUS invites his ſaints, his ſaints, | 
To meet around his board. 
Here pardon'd finners fit and hold, 
Communion with their Lord. 


2 Here we ſurvey that love, that love, 
which ſpoke in ev'ry breath; 
Which crown'd each action of his life, 
And triumph'd in his death. | 
3 Here let our pow'rs unite, unite, 
his glorious name to raiſe ; 
Pleaſure and j joy fill ev'ry mind, 


and ev VF voice be praiſe 
- Aa 3 
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4 And while we ſhare the gifts, the Eilts, 
his gracious hands beſtow, 


|; Let every heart in friendſ{hip join'd, 
Fi N | with kind affections glow. | 


. ANOTHER Plal, XXiti, I, Sc. 
' | bh S pleaſure more than earth can pive, 
Chriſt's goodneſs thro' theſe veils to ſee 3 


His table food celeſtial yields, 5 
And happy they who fit with thee. 


2 But O what vaſt tranſporting joys, 
Shall fill our breaſts, our tongue infpire ; 
When join'd with the celeſtial train, 

Our grateful ſouls thy love admire } 


3 When theſe mean bodies all refin'd, 
Perfect and glorious as thine own; 
Unwearied ſhall our minds obey, 

And join to make thy favours known. 


. T he new covenant Grohe PAT xxii. i, 26, &e. 


1 * HE promiſe of my Father's love, 
6 ſhall ſtand for ever good; 
Chriſt ſaid, and gave kis ſoul to death, 
And feaPd the grace with blood. 


2 Then to the Cov*nant of thy word, 
Il fet my worthlefs name: 
I ſeal th? ngagement to my Lord, 
and make my humble claim. 


3 Thy liabt, and ſtrength. and pard'ning grace, 
and glory ſhall be mine; 
My life, and ſoul. and'all my pow'rs, 


"an be fer ever thine. | 


f It: Defire of bolineft Pfal- cxix. 33, &e. 
f 1 that the Lord would guide my ways 
13 0 Lo keep his ſtatutes ſtill; ; 
O that my God would grint me grace, 
To know aud dv his will ! 
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2 From vanity turn off mine eyes 
let no corrupt deſign, 
Nor covetous deſire ariſe, 
within this ſoul of mine. 


3 My ſoul hath gone too far aſtray ; 
my feet too often flip; 

Vet, ſince I've not forgot thy way 
reſtore thy wand'ring ſheep. 


4 Now I am thine, for ever thine, 


O fave thy ſervant, Lord; 
Thou art my ſhield, my hiding place, 
my hope is in thy word. 


XLIT. The . Day. - Shoei 
I ELCOME ſweet day of reſt, | 
which ſaw the Saviour riſe; 
Welcome to this reviving breaſt, 
and theſe rejoicing eyes. 


2 The Lord himſelf comes near, 
and feaſts his ſaints to-day ; 
Here we may ſit, and fee him here, 
and love, and praiſe, and pray. 
3 One day amidft the place, 
In which. our God hath been, 
Is ſweeter than ten thouſand. dard 
of pleaſurable ſin. 


axnorurs Pſal. exxii. T. G&c: 
J OW did my heart rejoice to hear, 
my friends devoutly ſay, 


6& In Zion let us all appear, 
&« and keep the ſolemn day? 


2 I love her gates, I love the road; 
the church adorn'd with grace, 
| Stands like a palace built for God, 

to ſhew his milder face. 


3 Peace be within this ſacred place, 
and joy a conſtant * 'F 


. 


With holy vifts and heav*nly grace,” 
by her attendants bleſt. 


4 My ſoul ſhall pray for Zion ill, 
while life or breath remains; 

There my beſt friends, my kindred dwell, 
there God my Saviour reigns. 


XLIIL. The exellence of love. Pal. xv. 1, &c. 
"Fame the heart where virtues reign, | 


where love inſpires the breaſt ; 
Love is the brighiteſt of the train, 
and ſtrengthens all che reſt. 


2 Love ſuffers long with patient eye, 
nor is provok'd in haſte; 
She lets the preſent injury die, 
and ſoon forgets the paſt. 


She nor deſires, nor ſeeks to know, 
the ſcandals of the times \» 

Nor looks with pride on theſe below, 
nor envies thoſe who climb. 


4 She lays her own advantage by, 

| to ſeek her neighbours good: 

So God's own. Son came down to die, 
and ſav'd us by his blood. 


5 Love is the grace that lives and ſings, 
when faith and hope ſhall ceaſe ; | 

*Tis love ſhall ſtrike our joyful ſtrings, 
in the bright realms of bliſs. 


XLIV Domeſtic love and happineſs, Pſal. cxxxiii. 
I 1 O! what an entertaining ſight, 
are kindred that agree 

How bleſt the houſe where hearts unite, 

in bands of piety ! 
2 Their ſculs are form'd for joy and peace, 

their hearts and hopes are one ; ; 
And kind deſigns to ſerve and pleaſe, 

thro? all their actions run. E - 
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3 How happy is the pious houſe, 
where zeal and friendſhip meet; | 
Where ſongs of praiſe and mingled vows, 
make the communion ſweet ! 
4 Such pleaſure crowns the heav'nly hills; 
thus ſaints are bleſt above; © 
Where joy like morning dews diſtils, 
and all the air is love, 


XLV. Humility and ſubmiſſion. VPlal, cxxxi. 
1 IS there ambition in my heart? . 
ſearch, gracious God, and ſee; 
Or, do I act a haughty part? * 
Lord, I appeal to thee. 
2 I charge my thoughts be humble Rill, 
and all my carriage mild; | 
Content, my Father, with thy will, 
and patient as a child. 
3 The patient ſoul, the lowly mind, 
ſhall have a large reward; 


Let faints in ſorrow lie reſign'd, 
and truſt a faithful Lord. 


XLVI. Temptations of life. Pal. xvii. 14, GG 
2F HEN in the light of faith divine, 
we look on things below ; 
Honour, and gold and ſinful joy, 
| How vain and dangerous too! 
2 God is mine all ſufficient good, 
my portion and my choice; 
In him my vaſt deſires are fill'd, 
and all my pow'rs rejoice. 


3 In van the world accolts my ear, 
and tempts my heart anew z 
I cannot buy your blefs io dear, 
nor part with heaven for you 


* 
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TXEVIT.! Ames 45. Pl. xc. 1; Ke. 
UR walting life grows ſhorter ſtill, RS 
as months and days increaſe; 5 


And ev'ry beating pulſe we tell, 
till leaves the number leſs. 


2 Good God! On what a flender thread, 
hang everlaſting things! 
Th' eternal ſtate of all mankind, 
upon life's feeble ſtrings. 


3 Waken, O Lord, our active powers, 
to walk this dang'rous road. 
And, if our ſouls be hurried hence, 
may they be found with God. 


Com ert in troubles, Pſal. xxxiv. 1, &c. 
HEN {icknels ſhakes the languid frame, 
each dazzling pleaſure flies; 
Phantoms of bliſs no more detain, 

our long deluded eyes. . 


2 The tott'ring frame of mortal life 
hall crumble into duſt; 
Nature ſhall faint; but learn my ſoul, 
on nature's God to truſt. 


The man whoſe pious heart is fix'd, 
on his all gracious God, 
- Fromev'ry 0 may draw à joy, 
and kiſs the chaſt'ning rod. 


4 Nor him ſhall death itſelf alarm, 
on heaven his ſoul relies; 
With joy he views his Maker's love, 
and with compoſure dies. 


XLVIII. 


XLIX. Death aul eternity. Plal. ciii. 13, &c. 


92 TOOP down, my thoughts, which us'd to riſe, 


k > converſe a while with death, 
Think how a gaſping mortal lies, 
and pants away his breath. 
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But oh, che ſoul that never dies, 
at once it leaves the clay; 

My thoughts purſue it where it flies, 
and track its wondrous way. 


Up to the courts, where angels dwell, 
it mounts in triumph there: 


Or ſinks, reluctant down to hell, 
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in horror and deſpair. 


My God. to thine all gracious hands, 

my deathleſs ſoul I truſt; 

Nor fear to meet the high command, 
which calls me back to duſt. 


L. Rape cf the dying Chriſtian. Pfal. ciii. r, &c. 
EAR what the voice from heav'n proclaims, | 
For all the pious dead ; 
Sweet is the ſavour of their names, 


and ſoft their ſſeeping bed. 


They die in Jeſus, and are bleſſ'd, 
how kind their ſlumbers are! 

From ſuff' rings and from fins releaſ'd, 
and freed from ev'ry ſnare. 


Far from this world of toil and ſtrife, 
they're preſent with the Lord; 

The labours of their mortal life 
end in a large reward; 


LI. Chrift coming to judgements Plal. 1. 1, Kc. 


ES US, adorn'd with grace divine, 
aſcends the judgement throne; 
Thro” heav'n's extended realms above, 
he makes his glories known. 


Before him ſee the world on fire! 
the burning earth and ſeas, 
With mingled ruin, ſoon expire, 

and ſink before his face. 


The ſaints, obedient to his call, 
with joy receive their erowns, 


- 
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The wicked into ruin fall, 
beneath his wrathful frowns. — 


4 How ſhall I bear that awful day, | 
and ſtand the ſolemn teſt ? - 
I give all ſinful joys away, 
to be for ever bleſt. 


LIT. A proſpect of future happineſs. Plal. Ixiii. 1, & 
1 HAT ſinners value, I reſign; 3 
Lord, *tis enough that thou art mine; 
] ſhall behold thy bleſsful face, 
And ſtand complete in righteousneſs. - 


2 Then ſhall I ſee, and hear, and know, 
All I defir'd or wiſh'd below; 


And ev'ry power find ſweet employ, | 
In that eternal world of joy. 


4 O glorious hour! O bleſt abode! 


I thall he near and like my God; 
And fleth and ſenſe no more controul, 
The ſacred Ie of the ſoul. 


ANOTHER. Pfal cxix pg &c. 


OR eye hath ſeen, nor ear hath heard, 
Nor ſenſe, nor reaſon known, 
What joys the Father hath prepar'd, 

for thoſe who love the Son. 


2 But the good ſpirit of the Lord, 
reveals a heav'n to come, 

The beams of glory, in the word, 
allure and guide us home. 


Pure are the jays above the ſkies, 

and all the region peace; 

No wanton tongue, no envious eye; 
can ſee, or taſte, the bleſs. 


4 When J can read my title clear, 
to manſions in the ſkies ; 

I bid farewell to ev'ry tear, 
and wipe my weeping eyes. 
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LIII. The Chriſtian Race. Plal cxix. 57, &c. 


1 WAKE, my ſoul, ſtretch ev'ry nerve, 
and preſs with vigour on ; 
A heav'nly race demands thy zeal, 
and an immortal crown, 
2 Tis God's all animating voice 
which calls thee from on high ; 
*Tis his own hand preſents the prize 
do thine aſpiring eye. 
3 That prize, with peerleſs glories bright, 
which ſhall new luſtre boaſt, | 
When victors? wreaths, and monarchs' gems, 
ſhall blend in common duſt. | 


4 My ſoul, with ſacred ardour fir'd. 
the glorious prize purſue; 
And meet with joy the high command, 
to bid this earth adieu. 


LIV. Chriſt aſ.ended. Pal. evii. 8. & c. 
1 ES Us, the friend of human kind, 
with ſtrong compaſſion mov'd, 
Deſcending like a pitying God, « 
to ſave the ſouls he loved. 


2 And now his conquering chariot wheels 
aſcend the lofty ſkies ; 
While broke, beneath his powerful croſs, 
death's iron ſceptre lies. 


3 Exalted high at God's right hand, 
the Lord of all below ; 
Thro' him is pardoning love diſpens'd, 
and boundleſs bleſſings flow. 
4 He fill ſor erring, guilty man, 
| a brother's pity ſhows ; 
And ſtill his bleeding heart is touch'd 
with memory of our woes. 


LV. Advantages of early religion. Pſal. xxxiv. 11, &c. 


I APPY the man whoſe early years 
receive inſtruction well: 
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Who hates the ſinner's path, and fears 
the road that leads to hell. 


2 When we devote our youth to God, 
:tis pleaſing in his eyes; | 
A flower, when offer'd in the bud 


is no vain facrifice. 


3 Tis eaſier work if we begin 
to fear the, Lord betimes ; 
While ſinners that grow old in ſin 
are harden'd in their crimes. 


4 T will fave us from a thouſand ſnares, 
to mind religion young; 
Er ice will preſerve our following years, 
and make our virtue Rong: 


LVI. | Fraps . Pal. xxxvii. 16, Kc. 
1 OME, let us ſearch our ways, and try. 
have we been juſt and right; 
Is th great rule of equity 
our practice and delight? 


2 What we would have cur neighbour do, 
have we ſtill done the ſame ? 

And ne'er daelay'd to pay his due, 
ner injur'd his good name 

3 Do we relieve the poor diſtreſs'd? 

nor give our tongues a looſe. 

To make their names our ſcorn and jeſt, 

nor treat them with abuſe? 


4 Have we not found our envy grow, 
to hear annther's praiſe ? 

Nor robb'd him of his honour due, 

by ily malicious ways? 

5 In all we ſell, in all we buy, 
is juſtice our deſign ? 

Do we remember God 1s nigh,. 

and fear the wrath divine $ 

6 In vain we talk of Jeſus' blood, 
and boaſt his name in vain, 

If we can flight the laws of God, 
and prove unjuſt to men. 
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; LVII. n Pfal. ei. 1, ce. . 
1 O tis a lovely thing to ſee 5 


a man of prudent heart, | 
Whoſe thoughts, and lips, and life agree 
to act a uſeful part. 


2 When envy, ſtrife, and wars begin 
in little angry ſouls; 
Mark how the ſons of peace come in 
and quench the kindling coals. 


3 Their minds are humble, mild, and meek, 
nor let their fury riſe : 
Nor paſſion moves their lips to ſpeak, 
nor pride exalts their eyes. 


4 Such was the Saviour of mankind, 
ſuch pleaſures he purſu'd ; 

His manners gentle and relin'd, 
his ſoul divinely good. 


LVIII. Fidelity, Plal. exix. 103, &c. 


ET thoſe who bear the Chriſtian name 
their holy vows fulfill; 
The ſaints, the followers of the Lamb, 
are men of honour ſtill, 


2 True to the ſolemn oaths they take, 
though to their hurt they ſwear 
Conſiant and juſt to all they ſpeak, 
for God and angels hear. 


3 Still with their lips, their hearts agree; 
nor flattering words devile. 
They know the God of truth can ſee 
through every falſe diſguile, 


4 They hate the appearance of a lie, 
in all the ſhapes it wears; 
Firm to the truth; and when they die, 
eternal life is theirs. 
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LIX. | Chriſtian Charity. 


LESS'D is the man, whoſe ſoftening heart 
feels all another's pain ; 
k To whom the ſupplicating eye 
was never rais'd in vain. 


2 Whoſe breaſt expands with generous warmth 
a ſtranger's woes to feel ; 
And bieeds in pity o'er the wound 
he wants the power to heal. 


3 He ſpreads his kind ſupporting arms 
to every child of grief ; 


His ſecret bounty largely 3 
and brings unaſk'd relief. 


4 To him protection ſhall be ſhewn, 
and mercy from above. 
Deſcend on thoſe who thus ſulfil 
the perfect law of love. 


LX. Right and duty of private judgement. 
MPOSTURE ſhrinks from light, 
and dreads a curious eye; 
Thy docti ines, Lord, the teſt invite, 
they bid us ſearch and try. 
| 2 Lord, to tliy word we bring, 
1 a meek, inquiring mind; 


And joyful at ſalvation's ſpring 
refreſhing truth we find. 


3 With underſtanding bleſt, 
created to be free, 
Our faith in man we dare not reſt, 
„ ſubject to none but thee. 
„ 4 The truth once learn'd, impreſs, 
1 | with favour on my heart ; 
3 And help us firmly to profeſs 
*gainſt all ſeducing art. 


LXI. Humility. 
BE - 1 AS pride, alas, e'er made for man, 
Rb Blind, erring, guilty creature he; 
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His birth ſo mean, his life a an, 
| His wildom leſs Xs — hy 

2 Jeſus, by thy inſtruction taught, 

Our fooliſh paſſions are repreſs'd ; 
We bluſh at our miſguided thought, 

And ſee and eall the humble bleſs'd, 

3 To know ourſelves, to learn of thee, 
And bend our necks beneath the throne; | . 
Thus dictates wiſe humility, . - 
And makes the wealth of heaven our own. 
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LR” LXII.  Unfruitfulneſe. 
111 ONG have I fat beneath the ſound 
| of thy ſalvation, Lord: _ 
But ſtill how weak my faith is found, 
and power of thy-word. e 
2 Great God. thy quickening grace impart 
do give thy law ſucceſs: 
Write thy ſweet motives in my heart, 
and fill my ſoul with bliſs. 
3 Shew my forgetful feet the way 
that leads to joys on high ; 
There knowledge grows without decay, 
and love thall never die. | 


LXIII. The death of Saints. 


F W HY do we mourn departing friends? 
or ſhake when death draws nigh ?. 
The meſſenger which Jeſus ſends: | 
to call them to the ſky. | 
2 Why ſhould we tremble to convey” 
their bodies to the Tomb? © 
*Twas there the fleſh of Jeſus lay, 
and left a long perfume. - | 


3 Thence he aroſe, aſcending high, 
and ſhew'd his flock the way; 
Up to the Lord our fouls ſhall fly 
in that ſame bliſsful day. 
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40 could we die with thoſe that die, 
and place us in their ſtead; 
Then would our ſpirits ſoar as en, 
to converſe with the dead. 


LXIV. Aſcerfion If Crip. 

I EE how the conqu'ror mounts aloft 

and to his father flies, | 

By ſcars of honour made in fleſh, 

with triumph in his eyes! 
2 There our exalted Saviour reigns, 

and ſcatters bleſſings down; 

Our Jeſus fills a glorious ſeat 

In the majeſtic throne. 


3 Raiſe your thankſgivings, mortal 3 
for endleſs life reſtor'd; 
Sweet be the accents of your ſongs 
to our exalted Lord. 


4 Bright angels, ſtrike your loudeſt Rrings 
your lofty voices raiſe ; 
Let heaven and all created things 
ſound our Redeemer's praiſe. 


LXV. ks from God. 


HINE on our ſouls, eternal God, 
with rays of favour ſhine ! 
O let thy mercies crown our days, 
and all their round be thine ! 
2 With thee let every week begin; 
with thee each day be ſpent ; 
For thee each fleeting hour improv'd. 
ſince each by thee is lent. 
Thus cheer us thro? life's various ſcenes 
till all our labours ceaſe ; 
And heaven refreſh our weary ſouls 
with everlaſting peace. 
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